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Tell us about a time you were totally out of your element/comfort zone.

In this section of the Gospel of Luke, Jesus criticizes the religious leaders for their 
hypocrisy. In response, they send a group of spies who pretend to be interested 
in Jesus’ teachings in order to find a reason to accuse him. So, the they ask him 
a question about the law and whether or not it is appropriate to pay taxes to the 
Roman Empire, which occupied Israel and imposed burdensome taxes. But Jesus 
puts them on the defensive by asking them to show him a coin he knew they had in 
their possession. The coin had an image of Caesar with the inscription, “son of God” 
in Latin. So, the accusers were the ones who possessed the idolatrous image. Then 
Jesus responds with a powerful and incisive statement about the place of faith and 
politics.

20 So they watched him and sent spies, who pretended to be sincere, that they 
might catch him in something he said, so as to deliver him up to the authority and 
jurisdiction of the governor. 21 So they asked him, “Teacher, we know that you speak 
and teach rightly, and show no partiality, but truly teach the way of God. 22 Is it lawful 
for us to give tribute to Caesar, or not?” 23 But he perceived their craftiness, and 
said to them, 24 “Show me a denarius. Whose likeness and inscription does it have?” 
They said, “Caesar’s.” 25 He said to them, “Then render to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 26 And they were not able in the 
presence of the people to catch him in what he said, but marveling at his answer 
they became silent.

1. What made the question that was posed to Jesus a trick question? How were the 
spies hoping to “trap” him? 

2. What did Jesus’ response in verses 24 and 25 mean? What does it mean to give 
back to God what belongs to him?

3. How does Jesus’ response to his questioners help us to think about how we 
engage in politics? How does the Christian faith change the way we approach 
politics? 

4. In Jason’s sermon, he gave five questions on how to identify the relationship 
between your faith and your politics. Were any of the questions helpful or chal-
lenging to you? 
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You may have fallen into political idolatry if...
1.  Are you more prone to share your political leanings than your faith?
2.  Does your politics inform your theology or the other way around?
3.  Have your political views changed as you have grown in your faith?
4.  Can you disagree with the political views of others without disparaging them?
5.  Do you use catastrophic language to describe political outcomes?

Question 1: Paying taxes to Rome was an unsettling issue in Israel. The people of 
Israel labored under the Roman Empires’s heavy taxation. Some Jews believed that 
paying any tax to pagan rulers contradicted God’s authority and rule over his people. 
Jesus’ questioners reasoned that if Jesus answered that it was right to pay taxes, he 
would lose favor with the tax-burdened people and be seen as a Roman sympathizer. 
Furthermore, the coins themselves had an image of Caesar and claimed that he was 
divine—the son of God. They believed that a righteous person could not support 
taxes to Rome. But if he answered that it was wrong, then they could accuse him of 
insurrection and treason against Rome. In verse 20, it tells us that they “pretended to 
be sincere, that they might catch him in something he said, so as to deliver him up to 
the authority and jurisdiction of the governor. They thought that either way, there was 
no good answer.

Question 2: This is a difficult question, so you might need to reword the question to 
draw out responses. Jesus was showing them that even an oppressive government-
needed to be obeyed in all the matters that belong to the realm of civil law. That’s 
the reason that Jesus tells them to give to Caesar that which belongs to him. Taxes 
are a matter of the civil authority and each government has the freedom to approach 
this differently. But, then Jesus also tells them that them must give to God the things 
that belong to him, which means that obedience to earthly authority is ultimately 
grounded in obedience to God’s authority. That’s the key. Submission to government 
authority as submission to God

Question 3: This question builds on the previous one. The implication of Jesus’ 
response is that we must give our ultimate allegiance to God who has authority over 
all things. There is a separation between the two authorities (church and state), but 
our ultimate allegiance belongs to God. Therefore, we should not submit to a civil 
law that causes us to sin. (Note: this doesn’t necessarily mean that Christians need to 
oppose every law that permits others to sin, since the state is NOT the church). 

This means that when it comes to civil participation and civil engagement, Christian 
are above all to be motivated by their love for their neighbors and their commitment 
to Christ. This means that Christians will not fit in with a two-party system since both 
have their strengths and weaknesses. Furthermore, we cannot reduce politics to a 
single issue, but we must engage in each and every issue based on biblical wisdom. 
Finally, the gospel gives us the assurance that Christ reigns supreme over all.

Question 4: “Political idolatry” is elevating one’s political beliefs to be more important 
than our Christian beliefs. These diagnostic questions can be a help tool to evaluate 
the relationship between our politics and our faith in Jesus. You can turn one of the 
diagnostic questions into a discussion question, or share your personal reflections.
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