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Our Scripture passage this week is a short section from Jesus’ sermon in the Gospel 
of Luke. In his sermon, he gives his disciples different images of life in God’s king-
dom. He shows his disciple a completely new way of living that seems upside down 
(or perhaps, right side up) compared to the values and the priorities of the world. 
Through God’s grace, this community reflects who God is in the way the respond to 
those around them with grace, generosity and love. 

To understand how Jesus removes our spiritual blindness and enables us to see 
ourselves clearly enough so that, then, we can help others see

35 But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and 
your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the 
ungrateful and the evil. 36 Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.

37 “Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be con-
demned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. Good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For 
with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.”

39 He also told them a parable: “Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both 
fall into a pit? 40 A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully 
trained will be like his teacher. 41 Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s 
eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 42 How can you say to your 
brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,’ when you yourself do 
not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your 
own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother’s 
eye.

43 “For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit, 44 for 
each tree is known by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered from thornbushes, nor 
are grapes picked from a bramble bush. 45 The good person out of the good treasure 
of his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, 
for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.
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1. What are some of the things that have discouraged you about politics and the 
upcoming election? Specifically, what are some of the things that have discour-
aged you about the way Christians have engage in politics? 
 

2. In verses 37-38, Jesus isn’t saying that there is no such thing as public morality. 
He is not referring to official law courts. God intends that his world should be 
ordered, and that injustice should be held in check. Rather, Jesus is referring 
to the judgments and condemnations that occur within ordinary lives. He is 
warning that the very people who seem most eager to tell others what to do (or 
not to do) are the people who should take a long look in the mirror before they 
begin (Taken from NT Wright). 
 
How would you and your Christian community look if people were less eager to 
point out “specks” in the eye of other people and were more aware of the “logs” 
in their own eye? 
 

3. In what areas of your life are you so focused on looking for specks in other 
people’s eye that you miss them in your own? How can we see the “log” in our 
own eye so that we can take it out? 
 

4. In verse 36, Jesus tells his disciple to “be merciful, even as your Father is mer-
ciful.” What do you think that means? How might it help to think about God’s 
judgment on us? 
 

5. How can Christians faithfully and accurately represent Christ in the way we 
engage in politics?? 

DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS
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Question 1: This is an opportunity to get the group talking about what they see and 
experience that is broken or dysfunctional regarding politics. Take care to make sure 
no one dominates the conversation and that the group avoids harsh and unkind 
criticism of others (as Jesus tells us to do in this passage). One way to approach this 
question is to ask about the negativity, anger or outrage that seems to be driving 
much of the conversation around politics in our culture. In what ways is our political 
discourse productive and in what ways is it unproductive? The purpose of this ques-
tion is to help set up question 2.

Question 2: Verses  37-38 refer to how the Christian life is changed because they have 
received such great mercy from God in Jesus Christ. It means that Christians should 
never be harsh, unkind or condemning. We should extend mercy in the way that we 
have received mercy from God. If we focus on our own sins rather than the sins of oth-
ers, we will have the spiritual self-awareness to see ourselves more and more as those 
who cannot condemn others. God’s grace rids us of our pride and self-righteousness. 
It results in a life that is humble, kind and gracious to others. 

A community that is built upon the grace of Jesus Christ is one that exceptionally kind 
and welcoming to all people, especially those who are broken and needy. How would 
this change the reputation of Christians in our culture (or specifically, in New York 
City) if Christians were viewed this way? How would it change our culture’s view of 
Christ? It would enable us to more faithfully and more accurately represent him in all 
things (see question 5). The purpose of this question is to address the issue of pride 
and self-righteousness within the Christian community. The problem is that Christians 
focus too much on themselves and too light on Christ, so they often cannot see their 
own sin.

Question 3: The purpose of this question is to talk about the role of introspection, 
reflection and self-examination in the Christian life, and to apply Jesus’ words person-
ally. One of the primary keys to spiritual growth is simply a prayer life that involves 
robust confession and repentance. The gospel sheds light on our sins, and allows us 
to see ourselves in light of Jesus’ commands. As we truly grasp how much we fall 
short of God’s righteous and how much we are forgiven, it should create in us humility, 
gentleness and mercy towards others. This question allows others to talk about how 
they have experienced repentance and growth in specific areas of their life.

Question 4: The purpose of this question is to focuses us on Christ and his mercy 
towards those who place their faith in him. Those who place their faith in Jesus will 
not face any of God’s judgment for their sins because Jesus has already experienced 
judgment in their place. The blood of Jesus covers all our sins. This question directs us 
towards our own experience of God’s mercy to us. The more deeply we experience it, 
the more it enables us to show it to others. A gospel-changed person cannot be harsh 
and does not condemn others. If we believe that God is righteous and just, then we 
will trust in his final judgment.

Question 5: We can represent Jesus in politics by taking him seriously, and making 
him more important than our politics; by following Jesus’ teachings and seeking the 
needs of others before our own; by allowing Christ to removing pride and self-righ-
teous.

LEADER’S NOTES


