
CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH • NEW YORK, NY • 2020 1

What hard time in your life left you a better person after it was finished?

To understand the privilege that God gives to us in Jesus Christ and how we might 
share that privilege with others

32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had every-
thing in common. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony 
to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There 
was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses 
sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles’ 
feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 36 Thus Joseph, who was also 
called by the apostles Barnabas (which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a 
native of Cyprus, 37 sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money and laid 
it at the apostles’ feet.

1. This passage from the Book of Acts describes the radical generosity of the early 
church community. How does it show us a picture of God’s Kingdom? In what 
ways do you think that it reflects their experience of God’s grace through Jesus? 
 

2. On Sunday, Jason gave the definition of privilege as a specific right, advantage 
or immunity that is available only to a particular person or group. Why might it 
be helpful to think about your own experience of privilege? How can thinking 
about your experience of privilege help you to serve others?  
 

3. Can you think of an example where you were treated in a certain way (positive 
or negative) based on your appearance?  
 

4. How can we use our privilege for the benefit of others? What might that look 
like? What are some specific ways that we can share our privileges with others? 
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Question 1: The purpose of this question is to see how the experience of God’s grace 
makes Christians radically generous. Because of their hope in the resurrection, they 
regarded their personal possessions in a new way, and specifically, they used them 
to provide for those in need. They were so generous that there was not a needy 
person among them. This was a powerful testimony of their hope in the resurrection 
of Jesus. They did not look to their material possession for meaning and purpose, 
because they found everything they needed in Jesus Christ, which enabled them 
to live sacrificially and to provide for those in need. It’s important to note that their 
giving was completely voluntary. You see this consistently throughout the New 
Testament. For example, Barnabas would not have been cited as an expample of 
sharing if the practice had not been voluntary. 

In Acts 20:35, Paul writes, “In all things I have shown you that by working hard in 
this way we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he 
himself said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

Question 2: Privilege is often completely invisible to us. We don’t see it in the same 
way that we might see other blessings that we have received from God. Because 
of this, we might have difficulty seeing or admitting that we have it. But only as we 
begin to see the gifts and opportunities that we have, can we best use them for 
the benefit of others. Moreover, not seeing our privilege can make us blind to the 
experience of those who possess much less of it. It can make us unsympathetic and 
unloving to those who are at a significant disadvantage and whose experience is 
much different than ourselves. It can also blind us to our power and ability to bring 
change for the benefit of others. 

This is a difficult topic to discuss. Give people time to think and reflect. Reword the 
question, if needed.

Question 3: The purpose of this question is to help the group think more personally 
about their own experience of privilege or the lack thereof. This question might allow 
those in the group with less privilege to share their own personal experiences. This 
question can also help the group to think of the role of race and ethnicity as it relates 
to privilege.

Question 4: The purpose of this question is to think of practical ways to live out our 
faith in Jesus in the way we have been given many blessings. Privilege can include 
wealth, skills, education, influence and network. Encourage the group to think practi-
cally about this.

LEADER’S NOTES


