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How have you been able to take advantage of the “summer weather” this week?

To understand the nature of Jesus’ kingdom and what it means to bear witness to 
the truth 

During Jesus’ ministry, he said and did many things that radically challenged the 
deeply held values and beliefs of his day. For example, in John 3, to a man name 
Nicodemus, Jesus tells him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.” Such words made it clear that the Kingdom of God 
is not of this world, and that Jesus alone has the power and the authority to reveal 
such things. And for those who believed that they had this power and authority, 
Jesus was a serious threat, and this eventually led to his arrest and trial.

In the previous chapter, Jesus has already appeared before the Jewish religious 
leaders. Now those leaders have passed him on to the Roman governor with the 
charge that Jesus claims to be “a king” and implying that he is a threat. Pilate no 
doubt saw the possibility that Jesus was a revolutionary who was intending to lead a 
revolt to free the Jews from Roman rule, which gives us the context for this passage. 
But in the end, Pilate dismisses him as merely a religious teacher and he intends to 
release Jesus from the charges against him.

33So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you 
the King of the Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or 
did others say it to you about me?” 35Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation 
and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have you done?” 36Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my 
servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. 
But my kingdom is not from the world.” 37Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a 
king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for 
this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who 
is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38Pilate said to him, “What is truth?”

Us AND Them | Living in Two Cities
November 8, 2020

COMMUNITY GROUP STUDY

ICE BREAKER 
QUESTION 

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE 
JOHN 18:33-38

PURPOSE 
OF THE STUDY

INTRODUCTION



CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH • NEW YORK, NY • 2020 2

1. How does Jesus respond when Pilate asks him if he is the “King of the Jews?” 
(vv.33-36) Does he confirm or deny it? What does his response reveal to us 
about the nature of his kingship?  
 

2. Jesus and Pilate discuss truth. What do they each mean by it? (vv. 37-38) 
 

3. What response can and do we offer people when they cynically scoff and ask 
questions similar to Pilate in verse 38?  
 

Question 1: The purpose of this question is to help the group to see that Jesus’ 
power and authority comes from God, and therefore, it transcends wordly political 
power. 

Here’s a explanation of verses 33-36 from Colin Kruse’s commentary on the Gospel 
of John:

Up until this point in the narrative, no formal charge has been mentioned. Pilate’s 
question “Are you the king of the Jews?” presumes that the Jewish leaders 
represented him as a rival to Caesar. Jesus’ response was to ask: Is that your own 
idea... or did others talk to you about me? Jesus was not intimated by Piliate and 
questioned him about the source of his information. Pilate’s first reaction showed his 
exasperation or perhaps his disain for the Jewish People... Next, he pointed out the 
shameful situation in which Jesus found himself: “Your own people and your chief 
priest handed you over to me.” Finally, reflecting a judicial system which presumed 
guilt rather than innocence, he asked: “What is it you have done?” Jesus rejected 
the shame Pilate heaped upon him assuming he had done wrong, and replied: “My 
kingdom is not of this world... But now my kingdom is from another place.”

Augustine’s comments about this passage are helpful. He writes that Jesus did not 
say “my kingdom is not IN this world” but “it is not OF this world.” Augustine is 
affirming two things: that God’s kingly rule is present and active in this world in the 
here and now, and that its kingly power derives not from human sources but from 
God. 

Simply put, God’s Kingdom is the place where God rules and reigns. Therefore, his 
Kingdom is present in all those who place themselves under Christ’s rule.

A follow up application question might be to ask about what Jesus’ kingship looks 
like for us today. Do you live as if Jesus is the true King?
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Question 2: The purpose of this question is to understand Jesus’ view of truth. 

Ironically, the one charged with determining the truth in the matter (Pilate) glibly 
dismisses the relevance of truth in the very presence of the one who is truth incar-
nate (John 14:6). For Jesus, truth corresponds to the reality of God and it is absolute 
and unchanging. But it is he who can make this known to us because he is from God. 
For Pilate, he regards truth as an abstract philosophical question to which no one can 
find an answer. He implies that truth is not a matter of practical importance.

Our culture today leans much more towards Pilates’ definition of truth than Jesus’. 
Oftentimes, truth is secondary to moral sentiments and personal feelings. Many 
believe that truth is inaccessible or does not exist. The basis for this Christian doctrine 
of real truth is that God exists. Without belief in God, truth is only relative or limited 
to the reality of the physical world.

Question 3: It is helpful to acknowledge that as finite beings, humans have very 
limited access to the truth on their own. Through observation and experimentation, 
we can increasingly discover the nature of the physical world. But beyond that, we 
must receive truths about that which is beyond the physical world through revelation 
from God. Because God is transcendent, we can only know what God reveals to us 
about himself. Therefore, we need to seriously investigate the person of Jesus Christ 
as the true revealer of truth (John 14:6). In verse 37, he says, “For this purpose I was 
born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth.” 
So, Christians cannot pursue truth without pursuing Jesus. But furthermore, the 
reality of sin blinds us from the truth. We need God’s grace to enlighten our hearts 
and minds in order to see the truths of God. 

This can happen through the work of God’s Spirit as we share the truth of the gospel. 
A person must have a personal experience of God through the Holy Spirit in order to 
possess genuine and lasting faith. 

One of the ways that we can respond to those who scoff at the truth is by patiently 
listening to a person’s longing for truth and understand how the gospel speaks to 
those longings. As we listen and as pray for those seeking after truth, God can use us 
to apply the truths of the gospel in a way that resonates with a person’s heart and is 
a healing balm to their brokenness and sin. 

All knowledge ultimately requires some kind of faith. The question is what (or more 
accurately who) we place our faith in.


