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Can you think of a time when you pre-judged a situation or a person at first only to 
find out later that you were wrong?

To see how the gospel challenges us to pursue friendships across difference for 
Jesus’ sake

In the previous chapter, Jesus’ ministry in Judea was attracting so many followers 
that word reached the Pharisees. And so, Jesus decides to leave Judea and travel 
to Galilee, and on the way, Jesus intentionally chose to pass through Samaria. Here 
in this passage, he comes to Jacob’s well at Sychar, where he meets a Samaritan 
woman. This chapter describes this encounter, which results in this woman receiving 
Jesus’ message and bringing her entire town to meet Jesus.

3 [Jesus] left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 4 And he had to pass through 
Samaria. 5 So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob 
had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was 
from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.

7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 
(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman 
said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” 
(For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew 
the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have 
asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, 
you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that 
living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank 
from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who 
drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will 
give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him 
a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me 
this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”
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1. The picture that we see in the passage has several things “wrong” with it. They 
may not look odd to us, but we only understand the passage when we see how 
it would have looked to anyone at the time it was written. 
 
What in this story would have seemed strange, unconventional or just plain 
wrong to people living in Jesus’ time and culture? 
 

2. Why does Jesus invite such an unconventional interaction with the Samaritan 
woman? 
 

3. How might following Jesus affect the way we choose our friends? How might 
this challenge us and how is this a contrast to how our culture views friendship 
(e.g. friendships based on cost-benefit analysis)? 
 

4. What does Jesus say this living water will do inside the woman (vv. 10-15)?  
 

Question 1: T The purpose of this question is to understand the social and cultural 
barriers that Jesus crosses (as a devout and holy Jewish man) to pursue friendship 
with this Samaritan woman. 

Firstly, the Jews considered Samaritans to be both heretics (when it came to theol-
ogy) and traitors (when it came to politics). The Samaritans were originally believed 
to have descended from the tribe of Ephraim and the tribe of Manasseh, but through 
assimilation to occupying nations, their religious beliefs, political loyalties and ethnic 
identities were mixed. Verse 9 indicates that the woman was very surprised because 
“Jews have no dealing sixth Samaritans.” There was a long and ongoing history of 
animosity that go deep into history. 

Secondly, in the culture of the day, it was strange for a man to initiate conversation 
with a woman in public, something noted by Jesus’ disciples later in verse 27. It 
was all the more strange that Jesus has a theological conversation with her since 
the culture had a low view of the education of women. Thirdly, it was strange that 
she came at about the six hour/noon , the hottest part of the day to draw water. 
Normally, women came to draw water in the morning or evening, the cooler parts of 
the day. It is also strange that she came alone. Both these things seem to suggest 
that the woman was avoiding contact with other woman. We learn later that she 
was living with a man who was not her husband, and this was frowned up on by the 
culture at the time. 

Jesus is known as a devout and holy man. So for many reasons, his conversation 
would have been very surprising to others. Such a conversation could have deeply 
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tarnished his reputation in the eyes of others.

Also, it’s worth noting that Jesus’ request for a drink in verse 7 seems like a demand 
when translated to English, but the Greek indicated that it was a polite request. (Most 
of these details are not obvious in the text, and would have to come from listening to 
the sermon or reading a commentary on the passage. So feel free to point out these 
details if it does not come up in the group’s answers.)

Question 2: The purpose of this question is to see that Jesus crossed cultural barriers 
in order to reveal his identity as the Messiah and offer her the gift of grace. Jesus did 
not limit his friendships to those who were considered “acceptable” by social and 
cultural standards, but he willingly risked his reputation to associate with those who 
welcomed him. In many ways, Jesus upholds our present culture’s notion of inclusiv-
ity by regularly crossing social barriers for the sake of the gospel. Christians must do 
likewise.

Question 3: The purpose of this question is to examine our motives in choosing our 
friends. Based on Jesus’ example and teaching, Christians should pursue friendships 
with intention and purpose. This means that our friendships should be driven by the 
purposes of God’s kingdom which includes pursuing friendships in order to serve 
others or to share the gospel. Just as in this example, this should include friendships 
across difference. 

“The love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for 
all, therefore all have died.l and he died for all, that those who live might no longer 
live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.” (2 Corinthians 
5:14-15)

Our culture can often approach friendships with a “consumer” mindset or a cost-ben-
efit analysis. “I choose my friends based on what they can offer me.” As soon as the 
cost is higher than the benefit, the friendship ends. But the gospel enables Christians 
to pursue friendships that are costly to themselves for the benefit of others, since 
that is precisely what Christ has done for them. 

Question 4: Those who drink the water from Jacob’s well will thirst again. Those 
who drink the living water Jesus gives, those who receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
will never thirst (in a spiritual sense). The gift of the Holy Spirit will be something 
experienced continually within the very being of those who receive it—like a never 
ending spring of water welling up with him. This is a vivid metaphor for the activity of 
the Holy Spirit within those who believe in Jesus, reminding us of the experiential as 
well as the cognitive side of the Christian faith. Jesus said that this water wells up to 
eternal life. 


