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What are some of your favorite Christmas traditions? What will you do differently 
this year?

To see how God fulfills the promise of the Messiah who brings healing, wholeness 
and human flourishing into the world

In the time of Isaiah, Israel was in darkness and exile as a result of God’s discipline 
for their idolatry and sin. But in the midst of their judgment, Isaiah looked forward 
to a glorious new day. Specifically, he tells them of the promised Messiah who would 
one day come from Galilee and bring light into the darkness of the world. He looked 
forward to an extraordinary gift of divine grace—that through a child who enters 
onto the world stage, taking authority and command in order to bring true and 
lasting peace into the world. 

1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he 
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter 
time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of 
the nations.

2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shone.

6 For to us a child is born,
 to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
 and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace 
 there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
 to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
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1. What does this passage tell us about God’s promised Messiah? What do each of 
the names and titles reveal to us about him? 
 

2. How are these promises fulfilled in Jesus? 
 

3. How might some of these promises in Jesus be helpful and encouraging to us 
today? 

Question 1: This passage tells us that the light of the world comes through a person: 
a child who has authority and power that comes from God. A “counselor” is one who 
is able to make wise plans and whose wisdom is beyond merely human capabilities. 
He is even given the title of the God himself: “Mighty God.” The title “Everlasting 
Father” coveys a sense of a benevolent protector, which is the task of the ideal king 
and is also the way God himself cares for his people. The title “Prince of Peace” 
means that he is the ruler whose reign will bring about the “shalom” of God. Shalom 
is the Hebrew word that is used in this passage that is often translated “peace.” It 
refers to the way things “ought to be” in God’s creation before sin entered into the 
world. It means “wholeness” and “human flourishing,” but especially a fully restored 
relationship between God and man. He will be from the line of David. These titles 
show that he will be both human and divine (John 1:14, Col 2:9). The Messiah will be 
far greater than anyone who has come before and he will restore all things unto God.

Question 2: Jesus fullfils this passage in many ways. Here are some examples:

• He is a “child” (Luke 2:11) and a “Son” (John 3:16) and a descendant of David 
(Luke 1:32-33) Jesus is “Immanuel,” which means, “God with us.” (John 1:1-14).

• Jesus tells his disciples: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me...”   (Matthew 28:18)

• Only through Jesus, can we have true peace with God. “For he himself is our 
peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the divid-
ing wall of hostility...” (Ephesians 2:14)

• Colossians 2:3 tells us that Jesus is the One, “in whom are hidden all the trea-
sures of wisdom and knowledge.” 

• “For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him 
that we utter our Amen to God for his glory.” 2 Cor 1:20

Question 3: This question might be a good way to connect the practices and rituals 
of Christmas and the things we celebrate during this time with the hope that God 
gives to us through Jesus. Ultimately, Christmas points us to that which we long for 
more than anything else—for the peace of God that comes through faith in him. 
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