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We are taking a break from our study on 1 Peter for this week. Instead, we will look at 
Luke 12:22-34 to see what Jesus tells his disciples about how they can have courage and 
strength in the midst of their the trials and tribulations that they face. Specifically, he chal-
lenges them to see the surpassing value of what Jesus offers to them in comparison to the 
limited value of their earthly possessions. As they increasingly understand the greatness of 
the Kingdom of God that they receive from Jesus, they are able to live with extraordinary 
courage, hope and strength in this world—trusting in God’s goodness and His unchanging 
care for them.

To experience the depth of faith in Jesus that takes away our fears and anxieties

1. What reasons does Jesus give to his disciples not to be anxious?  

2. How does Jesus challenge your thinking about possessions, security and God’s rule in 
this life? In other words, how does receiving God’s Kingdom change the way we relate 
to our money and possessions?

3. What are some ways that we can help one another to have faith in the place of our 
ongoing fears?
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22 And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, 
what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23 For life is more than 
food, and the body more than clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor 
reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much 
more value are you than the birds! 25 And which of you by being anxious can add a 
single hour to his span of life? 26 If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, 
why are you anxious about the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither 
toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of 
these. 28 But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow 
is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29 And 
do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30 For all 
the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need 
them. 31 Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you.

32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 
33 Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags 
that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief 
approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart 
be also. 
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Question 1: The purpose of this question is to look at the specific reasons that Jesus 
provides to his disciples that gives them courage and faith. He gives at least three basic 
reasons: (1) In verse 23, Jesus tells them that life is much more than the sum of their mate-
rial possessions since God has made them with a spiritual dimension that is not limited to 
this earthly life. Money and possessions cannot give them what they ultimately long for. (2) 
In verses 24-26 and verses 27-30, Jesus gives them a comparison from lesser to greater. 
If God cares for the least of his creatures, and provides for them, how much more will he 
care for you, who God has made in his image? If God provides such beauty for the lilies, 
how much more will he provide for you? 3) In verse 25, Jesus shows them that no one has 
ultimate control over his own life. They cannot even add a single hour to the span of their 
life. Therefore, why worry about what you cannot change? And what good does worry 
accomplish? The ultimate source of their worry is a lack of faith in God (v.28) and not 
trusting that he will ultimately provide the very best for you. 

In verse 31, Jesus tells his disciples that they seek after the wrong things. He gives them 
the answer: they must ultimately concern themselves with the things of God that are truly 
lasting — the things of God’s Kingdom. This means that they must concern themselves 
with the purposes of God and his Kingdom as the foundation that drives all their other 
concerns. This means no less than meditating and reminding themselves of the promises 
of God that they receive through Jesus, and orienting their lives in pursuit of those things. 
The more Christians grow in God’s grace, the more they have the heart of God for his 
world and for others.

Question 2: The purpose of this question is to challenge the group to reflect on the value 
of their material possessions in comparison to the surpassing value of God’s kingdom. 
Verses 33-34 are not meant to be taken strictly literally. Jesus is using a metaphor for 
the place where one stores one’s treasure. Because the believer’s treasures are stored in 
heaven, the believer’s “moneybag” (the heavenly storage house for his treasure) will never 
wear out, will not fail, and is safe from being stolen by thieves and destroyed by rotten and 
decay. In contrast to the world’s preoccupation with possessions, the disciples are to be 
characterized by exceedingly great generosity, especially in giving to those in need! 

This even has eternal implications—for, Jesus solemnly warns, where your treasure is 
(whether on earth or in heaven), there will your heart be also. This concluding proverb 
(v.34) emphasizes the importance of the disposition of one’s heart, which throughout 
Scripture represents the center of one’s being and one’s deepest desires. The nature of 
one’s heart is reflected in the things that one values most. (Taken from the ESVSB)

N.T. Wright adds this: “What matters is that the kingdom of God is bringing the values 
and priorities of God himself to bear on the greed and anxiety of the world. Those who 
welcome Jesus and his kingdom-message must learn to abandon the latter and live by the 
former.”

Question 3: This question is open-ended and intended to help members of the group 
to apply this passage their their own anxieties and fears. In many ways, fear can be the 
result of a lack of trust in God for the things that are most important to us. It means that 
we doubt that God has our happiness, safety and well-being in mind. This may be a good 
opportunity to talk about the happening in our culture (e.g. politics, racial injustices, 
Christian nationalism, materialism, etc).
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