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PREPARATION

March 29, 2020 
Fifth Sunday in Lent

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“For that reason I think it important to try to see the present 
calamity in a true perspective. The war creates no absolutely 
new situation: it simply aggravates the permanent human situ-
ation so that we can no longer ignore it. Human life has always 
been lived on the edge of a precipice. Human culture has 
always had to exist under the shadow of something infinitely 
more important than itself...We are mistaken when we compare 
war with ‘normal life.’ Life has never been normal.”

—C.S. Lewis, Learning in War Time

COLLECT OF THE DAY

We beseech you, almighty God, to look mercifully upon your 
people: that by your great goodness they may be governed 
and preserved evermore, both in body and soul; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14
psalm: Psalm 130
second reading: Romans 8:6-11
gospel: John 11:1-45
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 27
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In Scripture, the Call to 
Worship comes from 
God. We need to be 

called because it is not 
our natural response to 

come to God. God takes 
the initiative, moves 

towards us with grace,  
and invites us to 

worship him.

The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?

One thing have I asked of the Lord,
that will I seek after:

That I may dwell in the house of the Lord
all the days of my life,

To gaze upon the beauty of the Lord
and to inquire in his temple.

For he will hide me in his shelter
in the day of trouble.

You have said, “Seek my face.”

My heart says to you,
“Your face, Lord, do I seek.”

I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the 
Lord in the land of the living!

Wait for the Lord;
be strong, and let your heart take courage;
wait for the Lord!
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HYMN

Be Still My Soul
Katharina A. von Schlegel · Jean Si bel i us

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side;
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
Leave to thy God to order and provide;
In ev’ry change he faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heav’nly Friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.

Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake
To guide the future as he has the past.
Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake;
All now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know
His voice who ruled them while he dwelt below.

Be still, my soul: the hour is hast’ning on
When we shall be forever with the Lord,
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past,
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Father, we confess that our faith is so weak and our knowledge 
of you is so limited that we cannot possibly know the full 
breadth and length and height and depth of your love for 
us. Grant us your Spirit so that we might have the power to 
comprehend the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge and 
be filled with the fullness of God; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Hebrews 4:15-16

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been 
tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence 
draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN

Aware of God’s holiness 
and our sinfulness, the 

Prayer of Confession 
invites us to honestly 
confess our sins. We 

are free to confess even 
our most grievous faults 

because no matter 
how deep our sin may 

be, God’s grace in 
Jesus Christ is deeper 
still. Confession both 

acknowledges our need 
for grace and celebrates 

its abundant provision 
in Christ.

The Words of Assur-
ance should be received 

with gratitude and joy 
because these words 
of Scripture assure us 

that God has promised 
to forgive and restore 

those who confess 
their sins through the 

finished work of Jesus 
Christ on our behalf.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
Elisha A. Hoffman · Anthony J. Showalter · Arr. Nolan Williams, Jr.

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

Leaning, leaning,
Safe and secure from all alarms;
Leaning, leaning,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;
O how bright the path grows from day to day,
Leaning on the everlasting arms. Chorus
 
What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
Leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
Leaning on the everlasting arms. Chorus

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and 
city, and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer 
requests by visiting www.centralchurchnyc.org/serve/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

Please text centralchurchnyc to 77977 or visit our website in order to 
give electronically.

THE DOXOLOGY
Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 8:22-25

22One day he got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to 
them, “Let us go across to the other side of the lake.” So they set 
out, 23and as they sailed he fell asleep. And a windstorm came 
down on the lake, and they were filling with water and were in 
danger. 24And they went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, 
we are perishing!” And he awoke and rebuked the wind and the 
raging waves, and they ceased, and there was a calm. 25He said 
to them, “Where is your faith?” And they were afraid, and they 
marveled, saying to one another, “Who then is this, that he com-
mands even winds and water, and they obey him?”
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SERMON

Making the Most of the Time | A Time for Faith

Rev. Jason Harris

SERMON NOTES

The Word of God is 
the primary means by 
which God speaks to 

us and the ultimate 
authority for what we 

believe and how we live. 
All Scripture passages 

are taken from the 
English Standard 

Version (ESV) unless 
otherwise noted.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!

The Spirit makes the 
reading and preaching 

of God’s Word a 
powerful means of 

challenging, comforting, 
and strengthening 
God’s people and 

awakening people to 
new faith.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
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We sing the prayer that 
Jesus taught us to pray 
to our Heavenly Father.

We begin our worship 
with God’s gracious 

invitation, and we 
conclude with God’s 

blessing, his good word. 
It is appropriate to 

look up and open our 
palms as we receive 

the Benediction to 
symbolize how Jesus 
Christ lifts our heads 

and to demonstrate our 
eagerness to receive 

God’s blessing.

God never draws us 
into relationship with 
himself without also 
sending us out into 
the world to be his 

representatives and 
ambassadors.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


