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PREPARATION

April 5, 2020 
Palm Sunday

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“As we arrive at Jerusalem with Jesus, the question presses 
upon us.  Are we going along for the trip in the hope that Jesus 
will fulfill some of our hopes and desires?  Are we ready to 
sing a psalm of praise, but only as long as Jesus seems to be 
doing what we want?  The long and dusty pilgrim way of our 
lives gives most of us plenty of time to sort out our motives 
for following Jesus in the first place.  Are we ready not only to 
spread our cloaks on the road in front of him, to do the showy 
and flamboyant thing, but also now to follow him into trouble, 
controversy, trial and death?”

—N.T. Wright

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty and everlasting God, in tender love towards mankind 
you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take our nature 
upon him and to suffer death upon the cross, that all mankind 
should follow the example of his great humility: Mercifully 
grant that we may follow the example of his suffering, and 
also be made partakers of his resurrection; through him who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a
psalm: Psalm 31:9-16
second reading: Philippians 2:5-11
gospel: Matthew 26:14-27:66
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Zechariah 9 and Psalm 118
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In Scripture, the Call to 
Worship comes from 
God. We need to be 

called because it is not 
our natural response to 

come to God. God takes 
the initiative, moves 

towards us with grace,  
and invites us to 

worship him.

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!

Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!

Behold, your king comes to you;

Triumphant and victorious is he,

Humble and riding on a donkey,

On a colt, the foal of a donkey.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord.

Hosanna in the highest!
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HYMN

All Glory, Laud, and Honor
Theodulf, Bishop of Orléans · J.M. Neale

All glory, laud, and honor to thee, Redeemer, King, 
To whom the lips of children, made sweet hosannas ring. 
Thou art the King of Israel, thou David’s royal Son, 
Who in the Lord’s name comest, the King and Blessed One. 

The company of angels are praising thee on high; 
And mortal men and all things created make reply.
To thee before thy passion they sang their hymns of praise; 
To thee, now high exalted, our melody we raise. 

Thou didst accept their praises, accept the prayers we bring,
Who in all good delightest, Thou good and gracious King. 
All glory, laud, and honor to thee, Redeemer, King, 
To whom the lips of children, made sweet hosannas ring. 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

O Lord, who on this day entered the rebellious city that later 
rejected you, we confess that our wills are as rebellious as 
Jerusalem’s, that our faith is often more show than substance, 
that our hearts are in need of cleansing. Have mercy on us, 
Son of David, Savior of our lives. Help us to lay at your feet all 
that we have and all that we are, trusting you to forgive what is 
sinful, to heal what is broken, to welcome our praises, and to 
receive us as your own. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Psalm 32:1-2

Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose 
sins are covered. Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not 
count against them and in whose spirit is no deceit.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN

Aware of God’s holiness 
and our sinfulness, the 

Prayer of Confession 
invites us to honestly 
confess our sins. We 

are free to confess even 
our most grievous faults 

because no matter 
how deep our sin may 

be, God’s grace in 
Jesus Christ is deeper 
still. Confession both 

acknowledges our need 
for grace and celebrates 

its abundant provision 
in Christ.

The Words of Assur-
ance should be received 

with gratitude and joy 
because these words 
of Scripture assure us 

that God has promised 
to forgive and restore 

those who confess 
their sins through the 

finished work of Jesus 
Christ on our behalf.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Be Thou My Vision
Eleanor H. Hull · Tr. Mary E. Byrne · Traditional Irish · Arr. David Allen

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art.
Thou my best Thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my Light.
 
Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son,
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.
 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Thou mine Inheritance, now and always;
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,
High King of Heaven, my Treasure Thou art.
 
High King of Heaven, my victory won,
May I reach Heaven’s joys, O bright Heav’n’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and 
city, and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer 
requests by visiting www.centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

Please text centralchurchnyc to 77977 or visit our website in order to 
give electronically.

THE DOXOLOGY
Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 19:28-48

28And when Jesus had said these things, he went on ahead, going 
up to Jerusalem. 29When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, 
at the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, 
30saying, “Go into the village in front of you, where on entering 
you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie 
it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying 
it?’ you shall say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’” 32So those who 
were sent went away and found it just as he had told them. 33And 
as they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are 
you untying the colt?” 34And they said, “The Lord has need of 
it.” 35And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on 
the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36And as he rode along, they spread 
their cloaks on the road. 37As he was drawing near—already on 
the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole multitude of his 
disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for 
all the mighty works that they had seen, 38saying, “Blessed is the 
King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and 
glory in the highest!” 39And some of the Pharisees in the crowd 
said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 40He answered, “I 
tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.”

41And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 
42saying, “Would that you, even you, had known on this day the 
things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your 
eyes. 43For the days will come upon you, when your enemies 
will set up a barricade around you and surround you and hem 
you in on every side 44and tear you down to the ground, you 
and your children within you. And they will not leave one stone 
upon another in you, because you did not know the time of your 
visitation.”

The Word of God is 
the primary means by 
which God speaks to 

us and the ultimate 
authority for what we 

believe and how we live. 
All Scripture passages 

are taken from the 
English Standard 

Version (ESV) unless 
otherwise noted.
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45And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who 
sold, 46saying to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be a house 
of prayer,’ but you have made it a den of robbers.” 47And he was 
teaching daily in the temple. The chief priests and the scribes 
and the principal men of the people were seeking to destroy 
him, 48but they did not find anything they could do, for all the 
people were hanging on his words.
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SERMON

Making the Most of the Time | A Time for Clarity

Rev. Jason Harris

SERMON NOTES

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!

The Spirit makes the 
reading and preaching 

of God’s Word a 
powerful means of 

challenging, comforting, 
and strengthening 
God’s people and 

awakening people to 
new faith.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
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We sing the prayer that 
Jesus taught us to pray 
to our Heavenly Father.

We begin our worship 
with God’s gracious 

invitation, and we 
conclude with God’s 

blessing, his good word. 
It is appropriate to 

look up and open our 
palms as we receive 

the Benediction to 
symbolize how Jesus 
Christ lifts our heads 

and to demonstrate our 
eagerness to receive 

God’s blessing.

God never draws us 
into relationship with 
himself without also 
sending us out into 
the world to be his 

representatives and 
ambassadors.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


