
ORDER OF WORSHIP



1

PREPARATION

April 9, 2020 
Holy Week · Maundy Thursday

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

This is the night when Jesus gave himself into the hands of 
those who would betray him.  This is the night when Jesus 
gathered with his disciples in the upper room.  This is the night 
when Jesus gave us this holy feast, that as we break the bread 
and drink the cup we may here proclaim his holy sacrifice, and 
come at the last to his table in heaven.  This is the night when 
Jesus took a towel and washed the disciples’ feet, showing us 
how to honor and serve one another in love.  This is the night 
for watching and prayer.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus 
gave his disciples a new commandment: To love one another as 
he had loved them. By your Holy Spirit write this command-
ment in our hearts; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Exodus 12:1-14
psalm: Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
second reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
gospel: John 13:1-17, 31b-35
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 116
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In Scripture, the Call to 
Worship comes from 
God. We need to be 

called because it is not 
our natural response to 

come to God. God takes 
the initiative, moves 

towards us with grace,  
and invites us to 

worship him.

What shall I render to the Lord 
for all his benefits to me?

I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the Lord,

I will pay my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all his people.

Precious in the sight of the Lord
is the death of his saints.

I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call on the name of the Lord.

I will pay my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all his people,

In the courts of the house of the Lord,
in your midst, O Jerusalem.

Praise the Lord!
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HYMN

The Power of the Cross
Keith Getty · Stuart Townend · Arr. Dan Galbraith

Oh, to see the dawn of the darkest day,
Christ on the road to Calvary.
Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten, then
Nailed to a cross of wood.
 
This, the pow’r of the cross.
Christ became sin for us.
Took the blame, bore the wrath,
We stand forgiven at the cross.
 
Oh, to see the pain written on Your face,
Bearing the awesome weight of sin.
Ev’ry bitter thought, ev’ry evil deed,
Crowning Your bloodstained brow. Chorus
 
Now the daylight flees, now the ground beneath
Quakes as its Maker bows His head.
Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life,
“Finished!” the vict’ry cry. Chorus
 
Oh, to see my name written in Your wounds,
For through Your suffering, I am free.
Death is crushed to death, life is mine to live,
Won through Your selfless love.
 
This, the pow’r of the cross.
Son of God slain for us.
What a love, what a cost,
We stand forgiven at the cross.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Eternal God, whose covenant with us is never broken, we 
confess that we fail to fulfill your will. Though you have bound 
yourself to us, we will not bind ourselves to you. In Jesus Christ 
you serve us freely, but we refuse your love and withhold 
ourselves from others.  We do not love you fully or love one 
another as you command.  In your mercy, forgive and cleanse 
us. Lead us once again to your table and unite us to Christ, 
who is the bread of life and the vine from which we grow in 
grace.  Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Romans 5:7-8

For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though per-
haps for a good person one would dare even to die — but God 
shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.
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Aware of God’s holiness 
and our sinfulness, the 

Prayer of Confession 
invites us to honestly 
confess our sins. We 

are free to confess even 
our most grievous faults 

because no matter 
how deep our sin may 

be, God’s grace in 
Jesus Christ is deeper 
still. Confession both 

acknowledges our need 
for grace and celebrates 

its abundant provision 
in Christ.

The Words of Assur-
ance should be received 

with gratitude and joy 
because these words 
of Scripture assure us 

that God has promised 
to forgive and restore 

those who confess 
their sins through the 

finished work of Jesus 
Christ on our behalf.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Abide with Me
Henry F Lyte · William H. Monk

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide.
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, abide with me.

I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour;
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r?
Who, like Thyself, my Guide and Stay can be?
Thro’ cloud and sunshine, abide with me.

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still, abide with me.

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine thro’ the gloom and point me to the skies.
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and Earth’s vain shadows flee.
In life, in death, abide with me.

OFFERING

Please text centralchurchnyc to 77977 or visit our website in order to 
give electronically.

THE DOXOLOGY
Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

John 13:1-17, 31b-35

1Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his 
hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
2During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart 
of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 3Jesus, knowing 
that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he 
had come from God and was going back to God, 4rose from 
supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, 
tied it around his waist. 5Then he poured water into a basin and 
began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel 
that was wrapped around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who 
said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered him, 
“What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward 
you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You shall never wash 
my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have 
no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet 
only but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “The 
one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, 
but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of 
you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, 
“Not all of you are clean.”

12When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments 
and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand 
what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord, and 
you are right, for so I am. 14If I then, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s 
feet. 15For I have given you an example, that you also should do 
just as I have done to you. 16Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is 
not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the 
one who sent him. 17If you know these things, blessed are you if 
you do them.

The Word of God is 
the primary means by 
which God speaks to 

us and the ultimate 
authority for what we 

believe and how we live. 
All Scripture passages 

are taken from the 
English Standard 

Version (ESV) unless 
otherwise noted.
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31Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glori-
fied in him. 32If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify 
him in himself, and glorify him at once. 33Little children, yet a 
little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to 
the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you can-
not come.’ 34A new commandment I give to you, that you love 
one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one 
another. 35By this all people will know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another.”

leader

all

SERMON

Making the Most of the Time | A Time for Communion

Rev. Ed Sirya

SERMON NOTES

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!

The Spirit makes the 
reading and preaching 

of God’s Word a 
powerful means of 

challenging, comforting, 
and strengthening 
God’s people and 

awakening people to 
new faith.
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BREAKING OF BREAD

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL IN SILENCE

•

We sing the prayer that 
Jesus taught us to pray 
to our Heavenly Father.

We begin our worship 
with God’s gracious 

invitation, and we 
conclude with God’s 

blessing, his good word. 
It is appropriate to 

look up and open our 
palms as we receive 

the Benediction to 
symbolize how Jesus 
Christ lifts our heads 

and to demonstrate our 
eagerness to receive 

God’s blessing.


