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PREPARATION

April 10, 2020 
Holy Week · Good Friday

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“The personal message of Good Friday, expressed in so many 
hymns and prayers which draw on the tradition of the Suf-
fering Servant (Isaiah 53) and its New Testament outworking, 
comes down to this: ‘See all your sins on Jesus laid’; ‘The Son 
of God loved me and gave himself for me’; or, in the words 
which Jesus spoke at the Supper but which God spoke on Good 
Friday itself: ‘This is my body, given for you.’ When we apply 
this as individuals to today’s and tomorrow’s sins, the result is 
not that we are given license to sin because it’s all been dealt 
with anyway but rather that we are summoned by the most 
powerful love in the world to live by the pattern of death and 
resurrection, repentance and forgiveness, in daily Christian 
living, in sure hope of eventual victory.”

—nt wright

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty Father, look graciously upon this your family, for 
which our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and 
given up into the hands of wicked men, and to suffer death 
upon the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Isaiah 52:13-53:12
psalm: Psalm 22
second reading: Hebrews 10:16-25
gospel: John 18:1-19:42
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Hebrews 4:14-16 
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In Scripture, the Call to 
Worship comes from 
God. We need to be 

called because it is not 
our natural response to 

come to God. God takes 
the initiative, moves 

towards us with grace,  
and invites us to 

worship him.

Since then we have a great high priest who has 
passed through the heavens, 

Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with us in our weaknesses

But one who in every respect has been tempted as 
we are, yet without sin. 

Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne 
of grace,

That we may receive mercy and find grace to help 
in time of need. 
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HYMN

Beneath the Cross of Jesus
Elizabeth C. Clephane · Chris Miner

Beneath the cross of Jesus, I fain would take my stand.
The shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land,
A home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way,
From the burning of the noontide heat, and the burden of the day.
 
Upon the cross of Jesus, mine eyes at times can see
The very dying form of One Who suffered there for me.
And from my stricken heart, with tears, two wonders I confess:
The wonders of His glorious love and my unworthiness.
 
I take, O cross, thy shadow for my abiding place;
I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of His face.
Content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss;
My sinful self, my only shame; my glory, all the cross.
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RESPONSIVE READING

Isaiah 52:13-53:6

leader

all

leader

all

leader

all

leader

all 

leader

all

See, my servant will act wisely;
He will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted.

Just as there were many who were appalled at him—
His appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any 
man, and his form marred beyond human likeness—

So will he sprinkle many nations, and kings will shut 
their mouths because of him.

For what they were not told, they will see, and what 
they have not heard, they will understand.

Who has believed our message?
And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?

 He grew up before him like a tender shoot,
And like a root out of dry ground.
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,
Nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.

He was despised and rejected by men,
A man of sorrows and familiar with suffering.
Like one from whom men hide their faces,
He was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Surely he took up our infirmities, 
And carried our sorrows,
Yet we considered him stricken by God,
Smitten by him, and afflicted.

But he was pierced for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his wounds we are healed.

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has 
turned to his own way;
And the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you have 
made, and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent: create 
and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, lamenting our 
sins, may obtain from you, the God of all mercy, perfect remis-
sion and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

1 Peter 2:24

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might 
die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have 
been healed.
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Aware of God’s holiness 
and our sinfulness, the 

Prayer of Confession 
invites us to honestly 
confess our sins. We 

are free to confess even 
our most grievous faults 

because no matter 
how deep our sin may 

be, God’s grace in 
Jesus Christ is deeper 
still. Confession both 

acknowledges our need 
for grace and celebrates 

its abundant provision 
in Christ.

The Words of Assur-
ance should be received 

with gratitude and joy 
because these words 
of Scripture assure us 

that God has promised 
to forgive and restore 

those who confess 
their sins through the 

finished work of Jesus 
Christ on our behalf.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Divine Exchange
Charity Gayle

On the cross hung my pain
And the guilt and the shame.
Jesus bore my suffering
To the grave to make me free.

Oh the blood that was shed,
It now flows to cover sin.
It washes clean and purifies
In its healing crimson tide.

Jesus, He took my place in divine exchange;
Hallelujah! Grace is mine.
Now I will live by faith for the One who saves.
He gave all to give me life.

His Spirit is my present help;
I’d be lost all by myself.
He resurrects; He sanctifies.
He takes His power and makes it mine. Chorus

I lay down all lesser things for greater gain;
He is alive inside of me. Chorus

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and 
city, and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer 
requests by visiting www.centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

Please text centralchurchnyc to 77977 or visit our website in order to 
give electronically.
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THE DOXOLOGY
Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

Mark 15:16-39

16And the soldiers led Jesus away inside the palace (that is, the 
governor’s headquarters), and they called together the whole 
battalion. 17And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twist-
ing together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. 18And they 
began to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19And they were 
striking his head with a reed and spitting on him and kneeling 
down in homage to him. 20And when they had mocked him, 
they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes 
on him. And they led him out to crucify him.

21And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was 
coming in from the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, 
to carry his cross. 22And they brought him to the place called 
Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). 23And they offered 
him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 24And they 
crucified him and divided his garments among them, casting 
lots for them, to decide what each should take. 25And it was the 
third hour when they crucified him. 26And the inscription of 
the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27And with 
him they crucified two robbers, one on his right and one on 
his left. 29And those who passed by derided him, wagging their 
heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and 
rebuild it in three days, 30save yourself, and come down from the 
cross!” 31So also the chief priests with the scribes mocked him to 
one another, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. 
32Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the 
cross that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified 
with him also reviled him.

The Word of God is 
the primary means by 
which God speaks to 

us and the ultimate 
authority for what we 

believe and how we live. 
All Scripture passages 

are taken from the 
English Standard 

Version (ESV) unless 
otherwise noted.
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33And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over 
the whole land until the ninth hour. 34And at the ninth hour 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” 
which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
35And some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is call-
ing Elijah.” 36And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour 
wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, 
let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 37And 
Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. 38And the curtain 
of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39And when 
the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he 
breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!”
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SERMON

Making the Most of the Time | A Time for Healing

Rev. Jason Harris

SERMON NOTES

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!

The Spirit makes the 
reading and preaching 

of God’s Word a 
powerful means of 

challenging, comforting, 
and strengthening 
God’s people and 

awakening people to 
new faith.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL IN SILENCE •

POSTLUDE MEDITATION

J.S. Bach,  Violin Partita No. 2  Chaccone

Doori Na, violin

We sing the prayer that 
Jesus taught us to pray 
to our Heavenly Father.

We begin our worship 
with God’s gracious 

invitation, and we 
conclude with God’s 

blessing, his good word. 
It is appropriate to 

look up and open our 
palms as we receive 

the Benediction to 
symbolize how Jesus 
Christ lifts our heads 

and to demonstrate our 
eagerness to receive 

God’s blessing.


