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PREPARATION

April 12, 2020 
Easter Sunday

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“If Easter means Jesus Christ is only raised in a spiritual sense 
[then] it is only about me, about finding a new dimension 
in my personal spiritual life. But if Jesus Christ is truly risen 
from the dead, Christianity becomes good news for the whole 
world—news which warms our hearts precisely because it 
isn’t just about warming hearts. Easter means that in a world 
where injustice, violence and degradation are endemic, God 
is not prepared to tolerate such things—and that we will work 
and plan, with all the energy of God, to implement the victory 
of Jesus over them all. Take away Easter and Karl Marx was 
probably right to accuse Christianity of ignoring the problems 
of the material world. Take it away and Freud was probably 
right to say Christianity is wish-fulfillment. Take it away and 
Nietzsche probably was right to say it was for wimps.”

—n.t. wright

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you have conquered death through your dearly 
beloved Son Jesus Christ and opened to us the gate of everlast-
ing life: Grant us by your grace to set our mind on things 
above, so that by your continual help our whole life may be 
transformed; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit in everlasting glory. Amen. 

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Acts 10:34-43
psalm: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
second reading: Colossians 3:1-4
gospel: John 20:1-18

All the hopes and 
expectations of 

Christians are realized 
in the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the 

dead, making Easter, or 
Resurrection Sunday, 

the most celebrated day 
of the church year. The 

good news of Easter can 
hardly be contained in a 
single day's celebration.  
Easter is only the first of 
fifty days of Eastertide, 

the "great fifty days" that 
lead up to Pentecost.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

1 Corinthians 15 

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

EASTER AFFIRMATION

leader

people

In Scripture, the Call to 
Worship comes from 
God. We need to be 

called because it is not 
our natural response to 

come to God. God takes 
the initiative, moves 

towards us with grace,  
and invites us to 

worship him.

Christ has been raised from the dead,

The first fruits of those who have died.

For since death came through a man,

The resurrection of the dead has also come 
through a man.

For as all die in Adam,

So all will be made alive in Christ.

Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed!
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HYMN

Christ the Lord is Risen Today
Charles Wesley · Don Marsh · Lyra Davidica

Christ the Lord is ris’n today. Alleluia.
Sons of men and angels say: Alleluia.
Raise your voice and triumphs high. Alleluia.
Sing ye heav’ns and earth reply: Alleluia.

Vain the stone, the watch, the seal, Alleluia!
Christ hath burst the gates of hell, Alleluia!
Death in vain forbids Him rise, Alleluia!
Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia! 

Lives again our glorius King. Alleluia.
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia.
Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia.
Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia.

Soar we now where Christ has led. Alleluia.
Foll’wing our exalted Head. Alleluia.
Made like Him, like Him we rise. Alleluia.
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. Alleluia
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven, 

And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The holy catholic Church, 
The communion of saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER WITH CHILDREN

We join Christians 
around the world and 

throughout time by 
professing our faith 

using the words of an 
ancient creed.

The word catholic 
means universal, 

referring to the 
universal church 

throughout the world 
and across time.
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HYMN

In Christ Alone
Keith Getty · Stuart Townend

In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my Light, my Strength, my Song;
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in all, 
Here in the love of Christ I stand.
 
In Christ alone, Who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless Babe!
This Gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save.
‘Til on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied.
For ev’ry sin on Him was laid;
Here in the death of Christ I live.
 
There in the ground His body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain.
Then bursting forth in glorious day,
Up from the grave He rose again!
And as He stands in victory,
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me.
For I am His and He is mine;
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

On Christ the solid Rock I stand.
All other ground is sinking sand,
All other ground is sinking sand.

No guilt in life, no fear in death,
This is the pow’r of Christ in me;
From life’s first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand;
‘Til He returns or calls me home,
Here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious Father, you sent your Son to die and rise to new life 
in order that death might be brought to an end and that we 
might live a new life in Him. Yet we confess that we too often 
have chosen to remain captive to doubt and fear and bound by 
ways that lead to death. By our thoughts, words, and actions, 
we have scorned your love, diminished the lives of others, and 
defaced your image in us. Father, forgive us for Jesus’ sake, 
and enable us by His resurrection power to live no longer for 
ourselves but for Him who died and rose again for us. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Romans 6:9-11

For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he can-
not die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death 
he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives 
to God. In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive 
to God in Christ Jesus.

leader

all

Aware of God’s holiness 
and our sinfulness, the 

Prayer of Confession 
invites us to honestly 
confess our sins. We 

are free to confess even 
our most grievous faults 

because no matter 
how deep our sin may 

be, God’s grace in 
Jesus Christ is deeper 
still. Confession both 

acknowledges our need 
for grace and celebrates 

its abundant provision 
in Christ.

The Words of Assur-
ance should be received 

with gratitude and joy 
because these words 
of Scripture assure us 

that God has promised 
to forgive and restore 

those who confess 
their sins through the 

finished work of Jesus 
Christ on our behalf.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Worthy is the Lamb
Darlene Zschech · Arr. Dan Galbraith

Thank You for the cross, Lord.
Thank You for the price You paid.
Bearing all my sin and shame, in love You came
And gave amazing grace.

Thank You for this love, Lord.
Thank You for the nail-pierced hands.
Wash me in Your cleansing flow, now all I know
Your forgiveness and embrace.

Worthy is the Lamb seated on the throne.
Crown You now with many crowns
You reign victorious!
High and lifted up, Jesus, Son of God.
The darling of Heaven, crucified;
Worthy is the Lamb!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and 
city, and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer 
requests by visiting www.centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

Please text centralchurchnyc to 77977 or visit our website in order to 
give electronically.

THE DOXOLOGY
Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

John 20:1-18

1Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had 
been taken away from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said 
to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do 
not know where they have laid him.” 3So Peter went out with the 
other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4Both of 
them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter 
and reached the tomb first. 5And stooping to look in, he saw the 
linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter 
came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
cloths lying there, 7and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ 
head, not lying with the other linen cloths but folded up in a 
place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who had reached the 
tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they 
did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the 
dead. 10Then the disciples went back to their homes.

11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept 
she stooped to look into the tomb. 12And she saw two angels 
in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the 
head and one at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are 
you crying?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, 
and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14Having said 
this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not 
know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell 
me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus 
said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, 
“Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not 
cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to 
my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary Magdalene went 
and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and 
that he had said these things to her.

leader

all

The Word of God is 
the primary means by 
which God speaks to 

us and the ultimate 
authority for what we 

believe and how we live. 
All Scripture passages 

are taken from the 
English Standard 

Version (ESV) unless 
otherwise noted.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!
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SERMON

Making the Most of the Time | A Time for Hope

Rev. Jason Harris

SERMON NOTES

The Spirit makes the 
reading and preaching 

of God’s Word a 
powerful means of 

challenging, comforting, 
and strengthening 
God’s people and 

awakening people to 
new faith.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all
•

We sing the prayer that 
Jesus taught us to pray 
to our Heavenly Father.

We begin our worship 
with God’s gracious 

invitation, and we 
conclude with God’s 

blessing, his good word. 
It is appropriate to 

look up and open our 
palms as we receive 

the Benediction to 
symbolize how Jesus 
Christ lifts our heads 

and to demonstrate our 
eagerness to receive 

God’s blessing.

God never draws us 
into relationship with 
himself without also 
sending us out into 
the world to be his 

representatives and 
ambassadors.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


