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PREPARATION

July 5, 2020 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“When God wants to sort out the world, as the Beatitudes in 
the Sermon on the Mount make clear, he doesn’t send in the 
tanks. He sends in the meek, the broken, the justice hungry, the 
peacemakers, the pure-hearted and so on.” 

—N.T. Wright

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty God, the protector of all who put their trust in you, 
without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy, increase and 
multiply upon us your mercy, so that with you as our ruler and 
guide, we may so pass through things temporal that we finally 
lose not the things eternal; grant this, heavenly Father; for our 
Lord Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67
psalm: Psalm 45:10-17
second reading: Romans 7:15-25a
gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 33

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

In Scripture, the Call to 
Worship comes from 
God. We need to be 

called because it is not 
our natural response to 

come to God. God takes 
the initiative, moves 

towards us with grace,  
and invites us to 

worship him.

The Lord brings the counsel of the nations to 
nothing; he frustrates the plans of the peoples.

The counsel of the Lord stands forever, 
the plans of his heart to all generations.

Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, 
the people whom he has chosen as his heritage!

Our soul waits for the Lord;
he is our help and our shield.

For our heart is glad in him,
because we trust in his holy name.

Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us,
even as we hope in you.
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HYMN

Cornerstone
Edward Mote · Eric Liljero · Jonas Myrin · Reuben Morgan

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 
But wholly trust in Jesus’ Name.

Christ alone, Cornerstone.
Weak made strong in the Saviour’s love.
Through the storm, He is Lord,
Lord of all.

When Darkness seems to hide His face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace.
In ev’ry high and stormy gale, 
My anchor holds within the veil.
My anchor holds within the veil. Chorus

When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
O may I then in Him be found!
Dressed in His righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne! Chorus 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty God, we confess that we have broken covenant with 
you and accused you of forgetting us.  Our lives do not praise 
you, our actions deny you; and our work is carried out without 
reference to your will.  Forgive us for not trusting you to care 
for our every need.  Free us from the shackles of fear and a 
sense of failure that keep us from bravely stepping into your 
future.  Turn us toward you for strength to be instruments of 
your purpose, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Romans 8:31-32

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who 
can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave 
him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give 
us all things?

leader

all

Aware of God’s holiness 
and our sinfulness, the 

Prayer of Confession 
invites us to honestly 
confess our sins. We 

are free to confess even 
our most grievous faults 

because no matter 
how deep our sin may 

be, God’s grace in 
Jesus Christ is deeper 
still. Confession both 

acknowledges our need 
for grace and celebrates 

its abundant provision 
in Christ.

The Words of Assur-
ance should be received 

with gratitude and joy 
because these words 
of Scripture assure us 

that God has promised 
to forgive and restore 

those who confess 
their sins through the 

finished work of Jesus 
Christ on our behalf.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!



5

HYMN

Abide with Me
Henry F Lyte · William H. Monk

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide.
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, abide with me.

I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour;
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r?
Who, like Thyself, my Guide and Stay can be?
Thro’ cloud and sunshine, abide with me.

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still, abide with me.

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine thro’ the gloom and point me to the skies.
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and Earth’s vain shadows flee.
In life, in death, abide with me.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and 
city, and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer 
requests by visiting www.centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

Please text centralchurchnyc to 77977 or visit our website in order to 
give electronically.

THE DOXOLOGY
Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

Exodus 5:1-2, 22-23, 6:1-9

1Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh, “Thus 
says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Let my people go, that they 
may hold a feast to me in the wilderness.’” 2But Pharaoh said, 
“Who is the Lord, that I should obey his voice and let Israel go? 
I do not know the Lord, and moreover, I will not let Israel go.”

22Then Moses turned to the Lord and said, “O Lord, why have 
you done evil to this people? Why did you ever send me? 23For 
since I came to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has done evil 
to this people, and you have not delivered your people at all.”

1But the Lord said to Moses, “Now you shall see what I will do 
to Pharaoh; for with a strong hand he will send them out, and 
with a strong hand he will drive them out of his land.”

2God spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am the Lord. 3I 
appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty, 
but by my name the Lord I did not make myself known to 
them. 4I also established my covenant with them to give them 
the land of Canaan, the land in which they lived as sojourners. 
5Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the people of Israel 
whom the Egyptians hold as slaves, and I have remembered 
my covenant. 6Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I am the 
Lord, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and I 
will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts 
of judgment. 7I will take you to be my people, and I will be your 
God, and you shall know that I am the Lord your God, who 
has brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 
8I will bring you into the land that I swore to give to Abraham, 
to Isaac, and to Jacob. I will give it to you for a possession. I am 
the Lord.’” 9Moses spoke thus to the people of Israel, but they 
did not listen to Moses, because of their broken spirit and harsh 
slavery.
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The Word of God is 
the primary means by 
which God speaks to 

us and the ultimate 
authority for what we 

believe and how we live. 
All Scripture passages 

are taken from the 
English Standard 

Version (ESV) unless 
otherwise noted.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!
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SERMON

Life of Moses | The God Who Will Not Let Us Down
Rev. Ed Sirya

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
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The Spirit makes the 
reading and preaching 

of God’s Word a 
powerful means of 

challenging, comforting, 
and strengthening 
God’s people and 

awakening people to 
new faith.

We sing the prayer that 
Jesus taught us to pray 
to our Heavenly Father.

We begin our worship 
with God’s gracious 

invitation, and we 
conclude with God’s 

blessing, his good word. 
It is appropriate to 

look up and open our 
palms as we receive 

the Benediction to 
symbolize how Jesus 
Christ lifts our heads 

and to demonstrate our 
eagerness to receive 

God’s blessing.

God never draws us 
into relationship with 
himself without also 
sending us out into 
the world to be his 

representatives and 
ambassadors.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


