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PREPARATION

August 16, 2020 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“In the day-to-day trenches of adult life, there is actually no such 
thing as atheism. There is no such thing as not worshipping. 
Everybody worships. The only choice we get is what to worship. 
And the compelling reason for maybe choosing some sort of god or 
spiritual-type thing to worship...is that pretty much anything else 
you worship will eat you alive. If you worship money and things, if 
they are where you tap real meaning in life, then you will never have 
enough...Worship your body and beauty and sexual allure and you 
will always feel ugly...Worship power, you will end up feeling weak and 
afraid, and you will need ever more power over others to numb you 
to your own fear. Worship your intellect, being seen as smart, you will 
end up feeling stupid, a fraud, always on the verge of being found out. 
But the insidious thing about these forms of worship is...that they’re 
unconscious. They are default settings. They’re the kind of worship 
you just gradually slip into, day after day, getting more and more 
selective about what you see and how you measure value without ever 
being fully aware that that’s what you’re doing.”

—David Foster Wallace

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Let your merciful ears, Lord God, be open to the prayers of your 
people; and so that they may obtain their petitions, make them 
to ask such things as will please you; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Genesis 45:1-15
psalm: Psalm 133
second reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
gospel: Matthew 15: 10-28
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 24
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In Scripture, the Call to 
Worship comes from 
God. We need to be 

called because it is not 
our natural response to 

come to God. God takes 
the initiative, moves 

towards us with grace,  
and invites us to 

worship him.

Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord?

And who shall stand in his holy place?

He who has clean hands and a pure heart,
who does not lift up his soul to what is false

And does not swear deceitfully.

He will receive blessing from the Lord

And righteousness from the God of his salvation.

Such is the generation of those who seek him,

Who seek the face of the God of Jacob.
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HYMN

Give Us Clean Hands
Charlie Hall · Dan Galbraith

We bow our hearts, we bend our knees,
Oh Spirit come make us humble.
We turn our eyes from evil things,
Oh Lord we cast down our idols.
 
Give us clean hands, give us pure hearts,
Let us not lift our souls to another.
Give us clean hands, give us pure hearts,
Let us not lift our souls to another.
 
Oh God let us be a generation that seeks,
Who seeks Your face, oh God of Jacob.
Oh God let us be a generation that seeks,
Who seeks Your face, oh God of Jacob. Chorus

We bow our hearts, we bend our knees,
Oh Spirit come make us humble.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

1 John 4.10

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

leader

all

Aware of God’s holiness 
and our sinfulness, the 

Prayer of Confession 
invites us to honestly 
confess our sins. We 

are free to confess even 
our most grievous faults 

because no matter 
how deep our sin may 

be, God’s grace in 
Jesus Christ is deeper 
still. Confession both 

acknowledges our need 
for grace and celebrates 

its abundant provision 
in Christ.

The Words of Assur-
ance should be received 

with gratitude and joy 
because these words 
of Scripture assure us 

that God has promised 
to forgive and restore 

those who confess 
their sins through the 

finished work of Jesus 
Christ on our behalf.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Take My Life and Let It Be
Frances Havergal · Chris Tomlin · Louis Giglio

Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee.
Take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of Thy love.
Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for Thee.
 
Take my voice and let me sing always, only for my King.
Take my lips and let them be filled with messages from Thee.
Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold.
Take my intellect and use ev’ry power as You choose.
 
Here am I, all of me. Take my life, it’s all for Thee.
 
Take my will and make it Thine, it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is Thine own, it shall be Thy royal throne.
Take my love, my Lord, I pour at Your feet its treasure store.
Take myself and I will be ever, only all for Thee. Chorus

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and 
city, and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer 
requests by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

Please text centralchurchnyc to 77977 or visit our website in order to 
give electronically.

THE DOXOLOGY
Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

Exodus 32:1-6, 30-33

1When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from 
the mountain, the people gathered themselves together to 
Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us gods who shall go before 
us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land 
of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 2So Aaron 
said to them, “Take off the rings of gold that are in the ears of 
your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to 
me.” 3So all the people took off the rings of gold that were in 
their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4And he received the gold 
from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and made a 
golden calf. And they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 5When Aaron saw 
this, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made a proclamation 
and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the Lord.” 6And they rose 
up early the next day and offered burnt offerings and brought 
peace offerings. And the people sat down to eat and drink and 
rose up to play.

30The next day Moses said to the people, “You have sinned a 
great sin. And now I will go up to the Lord; perhaps I can make 
atonement for your sin.” 31So Moses returned to the Lord and 
said, “Alas, this people has sinned a great sin. They have made 
for themselves gods of gold. 32But now, if you will forgive their 
sin—but if not, please blot me out of your book that you have 
written.” 33But the Lord said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned 
against me, I will blot out of my book.

leader

all

The Word of God is 
the primary means by 
which God speaks to 

us and the ultimate 
authority for what we 

believe and how we live. 
All Scripture passages 

are taken from the 
English Standard 

Version (ESV) unless 
otherwise noted.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!
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SERMON

Life of Moses | What’s Your Default Mode?

Rev. Jason Harris

THE THANKSGIVING
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

The Spirit makes the 
reading and preaching 

of God’s Word a 
powerful means of 

challenging, comforting, 
and strengthening 
God’s people and 

awakening people to 
new faith.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that we should 
at all times and in all places give thanks to you, 
Lord, holy Father, Almighty and Everlasting God.

From the earliest 
days of the church a 
prayer of Thanksgiv-

ing preceded Holy 
Communion. The 

Thanksgiving includes 
the "Sursum Corda" 

which means "Lift up 
your hearts" or literally, 
"Hearts lifted," in Latin. 
The Thanksgiving bids 
us to acknowledge our 

absolute dependence 
on the God who desires 

to commune with us.



8

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist) is 
the family meal of baptized Christians. We invite all to partake of this 
sacrament who trust in Jesus Christ alone for salvation, who are at 
peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live 
more faithfully for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not 
prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to use the prayers 
printed below and spend this time in reflection or prayer. We hope that 
this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with Jesus 
Christ and with his people, the church.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen.

Holy Communion (also 
called the Lord’s Supper 

or the Eucharist) is a 
covenant renewal meal, 

instituted by Jesus 
Christ the night before 

his crucifixion. When 
we partake of the bread 

and the cup by faith, 
we remember Jesus’ 

sacrificial death on our 
behalf in the past, we 

anticipate the day when 
Jesus will return and 
make all things new 

in the future, and the 
Spirit lifts us up to enjoy 

real communion with 
Jesus in the present. 

We take it as a sign of 
a healthy congregation 

to have regular 
attenders who love 
our community but 
who do not profess 

faith in Christ and so 
refrain from receiving 

the elements. If you are 
a Christian and have 

not yet been baptized, 
please talk with our 

pastor. We would be 
honored to baptize you.

For health reasons, an 
individually packaged 

wafer and cup can 
be found in the pew 
for those who wish 

to participate in 
the Lord’s Supper. 

Once consumed, 
please place empty 

cups in the back 
of the pew. 

Children are welcome to 
partake of communion.

To receive the Lord’s
Supper, a child must

have been baptized and
been formally received

as a communing
member by the Session

of this church or the
governing body of the

church to which you
belong. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

We begin our worship 
with God’s gracious 

invitation, and we 
conclude with God’s 

blessing, his good word. 
It is appropriate to 

look up and open our 
palms as we receive 

the Benediction to 
symbolize how Jesus 
Christ lifts our heads 

and to demonstrate our 
eagerness to receive 

God’s blessing.

God never draws us 
into relationship with 
himself without also 
sending us out into 
the world to be his 

representatives and 
ambassadors.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!

We sing the prayer that 
Jesus taught us to pray 
to our Heavenly Father.


