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PREPARATION

November 1, 2020 
Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“The refusal to act in the midst of injustice is itself an act of 
injustice. Indifference to oppression perpetuates oppression. 
History and Scripture teaches us that there can be no reconcili-
ation without repentance. There can be no repentance without 
confession. And there can be no confession without truth.” 

—Jemar Tisby

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Merciful Lord, grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, 
that they may be cleansed from all their sins, and serve you with 
a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Joshua 3:7-17
psalm: Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37
second reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13
gospel: Matthew 23:1-12
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 145
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In Scripture, the Call to 
Worship comes from 
God. We need to be 

called because it is not 
our natural response to 

come to God. God takes 
the initiative, moves 

towards us with grace,  
and invites us to 

worship him.

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;

There is no end to his greatness.

One generation shall praise your works to another

And shall declare your power.

All your works praise you, Lord.

And your faithful servants bless you.

They make known the glory of your kingdom

And speak of your power.

My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord:

Let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and ever.
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HYMN

For All The Saints
William W. How · Ralph Vaughan Williams

For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy Name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress, and their Might;
Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well-fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true Light.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day;
The saints triumphant rise in bright array;
The King of Glory passes on His way.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

 From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Eternal God, in every age you have raised up men and women 
to live and die in faith.  Forgive us for our lack of conviction.  
You have called us to speak, but we have been silent.  You have 
called us to do what is just, but we have been fearful.  Have 
mercy on us, and grant us courage to proclaim your gospel 
through our words and actions.  Keep before us faithful people 
for us to follow so that, by the power of your Holy Spirit, we 
may grow in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, to the praise of your holy name. Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Hebrews 12:1-2

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which 
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that 
is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 
throne of God.
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Aware of God’s holiness 
and our sinfulness, the 

Prayer of Confession 
invites us to honestly 
confess our sins. We 

are free to confess even 
our most grievous faults 

because no matter 
how deep our sin may 

be, God’s grace in 
Jesus Christ is deeper 
still. Confession both 

acknowledges our need 
for grace and celebrates 

its abundant provision 
in Christ.

The Words of Assur-
ance should be received 

with gratitude and joy 
because these words 
of Scripture assure us 

that God has promised 
to forgive and restore 

those who confess 
their sins through the 

finished work of Jesus 
Christ on our behalf.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!



5

HYMN

Come As You Are
Ben Glover · Matt Maher · David Crowder

Come out of sadness from wherever you’ve been.
Come broken-hearted, let rescue begin.
Come  find your mercy, oh sinner, come kneel:
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t heal.
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t heal.

So, lay down your burdens, lay down your shame,
All who are broken, lift up your face.
Wanderer, come home; you’re not too far.
So, lay down your hurt, lay down your heart,
Come as you are.

There’s hope for the hopeless and all those who’ve strayed.
Come sit at the table, come taste the grace.
There’s rest for the weary, rest that endures.
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t cure.
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t cure. Chorus

There’s joy for the morning; oh sinner be still.
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t heal.
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t heal.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and 
city, and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer 
requests by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

10am service
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Virginia Roberts Bush
Daughter of Adam and Laura Bush

Baptismal Vows

1 Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing 
blood of Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy 
Spirit?

2 Do you claim God’s covenant promises on her behalf, and 
do you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for Ginny’s 
salvation, as you do for your own?

3 Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and 
promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will 
endeavor to set before her a godly example, that you will 
pray with and for her, that you will teach her the truths of 
the Christian faith, and that you will strive, by all the means 
of God’s appointment, to bring Ginny up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord?

Congregational Vow

1 Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of 
assisting Adam and Laura in the Christian nurture of their 
child?

OFFERING

Please text centralchurchnyc to 77977 or visit our website in order to 
give electronically.

11:30am service
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OFFERTORY

When the Saints
Sara Groves

Lord I have a heavy burden of all I’ve seen and know.
It’s more than I can handle.
But your word is burning like a fire shut up in my bones
And I cannot let it go.
And when I’m weary and overwrought
With so many battles left unfought

I think of Paul and Silas in the prison yard.
I hear their song of freedom rising to the stars.
And when the Saints go marching in
I want to be one of them.

Lord it’s all that I can’t carry and cannot leave behind.
It all can overwhelm me.
But when I think of all who’ve gone before and lived the faithful life
Their courage compels me.
And when I’m weary and overwrought
With so many battles left unfought

I think of Paul and Silas in the prison yard
I hear their song of freedom rising to the stars
I see the shepherd Moses in the Pharaoh’s court
I hear his call for freedom for the people of the Lord

And when the Saints go marching in
I want to be one of them

I see the long quiet walk along the Underground Railroad
I see the slave awakening to the value of her soul
I see the young missionary and the angry spear
I see his family returning with no trace of fear

I see the long hard shadows of Calcutta nights
I see the sisters standing by the dying man’s side
I see the young girl huddled on the brothel floor
I see the man with a passion come and kicking down the door

I see the man of sorrows and his long troubled road
I see the world on his shoulders and my easy load
And when the Saints go marching in
I want to be one of them
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THE DOXOLOGY
Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 19:1-10

1[Jesus] entered Jericho and was passing through. 2And behold, 
there was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector 
and was rich. 3And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but 
on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small in 
stature. 4So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree 
to see him, for he was about to pass that way. 5And when Jesus 
came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, 
hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” 
6So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully. 7And 
when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the 
guest of a man who is a sinner.” 8And Zacchaeus stood and said 
to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the 
poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it 
fourfold.” 9And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to 
this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 10For the Son of 
Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
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The Word of God is 
the primary means by 
which God speaks to 

us and the ultimate 
authority for what we 

believe and how we live. 
All Scripture passages 

are taken from the 
English Standard 

Version (ESV) unless 
otherwise noted.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!
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SERMON

Us AND Them | What Change Looks Like

Rev. Jason Harris

THE THANKSGIVING
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

The Spirit makes the 
reading and preaching 

of God’s Word a 
powerful means of 

challenging, comforting, 
and strengthening 
God’s people and 

awakening people to 
new faith.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that we should 
at all times and in all places give thanks to you, 
Lord, holy Father, Almighty and Everlasting God.

From the earliest 
days of the church a 
prayer of Thanksgiv-

ing preceded Holy 
Communion. The 

Thanksgiving includes 
the "Sursum Corda" 

which means "Lift up 
your hearts" or literally, 
"Hearts lifted," in Latin. 
The Thanksgiving bids 
us to acknowledge our 

absolute dependence 
on the God who desires 

to commune with us.
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist) is 
the family meal of baptized Christians. We invite all to partake of this 
sacrament who trust in Jesus Christ alone for salvation, who are at 
peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live 
more faithfully for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not 
prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to use the prayers 
printed below and spend this time in reflection or prayer. We hope that 
this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with Jesus 
Christ and with his people, the church.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen.

Holy Communion (also 
called the Lord’s Supper 

or the Eucharist) is a 
covenant renewal meal, 

instituted by Jesus 
Christ the night before 

his crucifixion. When 
we partake of the bread 

and the cup by faith, 
we remember Jesus’ 

sacrificial death on our 
behalf in the past, we 

anticipate the day when 
Jesus will return and 
make all things new 

in the future, and the 
Spirit lifts us up to enjoy 

real communion with 
Jesus in the present. 

We take it as a sign of 
a healthy congregation 

to have regular 
attenders who love 
our community but 
who do not profess 

faith in Christ and so 
refrain from receiving 

the elements. If you are 
a Christian and have 

not yet been baptized, 
please talk with our 

pastor. We would be 
honored to baptize you.

For health reasons, an 
individually packaged 

wafer and cup can 
be found in the pew 
for those who wish 

to participate in 
the Lord’s Supper. 

Once consumed, 
please place empty 

cups in the back 
of the pew. 

Children are welcome to 
partake of communion.

To receive the Lord’s
Supper, a child must

have been baptized and
been formally received

as a communing
member by the Session

of this church or the
governing body of the

church to which you
belong. 
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We sing the prayer that 
Jesus taught us to pray 
to our Heavenly Father.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
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We begin our worship 
with God’s gracious 

invitation, and we 
conclude with God’s 

blessing, his good word. 
It is appropriate to 

look up and open our 
palms as we receive 

the Benediction to 
symbolize how Jesus 
Christ lifts our heads 

and to demonstrate our 
eagerness to receive 

God’s blessing.

God never draws us 
into relationship with 
himself without also 
sending us out into 
the world to be his 

representatives and 
ambassadors.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


