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PREPARATION

December 24, 2020 
Christmas Eve

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“A Christian is an impregnable person. He is a person that never can be conquered. 
Emmanuel became man to make the church and every Christian to be one with 
him. Christ’s nature is out of danger of all that is hurtful. The sun shall not shine, the 
wind shall not blow, to the church’s hurt. For the church’s Head rules over all things.”

—Richard Sibbes

COLLECT OF THE DAY

God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your only son 
Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him as our redeemer, so we may with 
sure confidence behold him, when he shall come to be our judge, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Isaiah 9:2-7
psalm: Psalm 96
second reading: Titus 2:11-14
gospel: Luke 2:1-14, (15-20)

The collect is a prayer 
form that collects 

together the silent 
prayers of all assem-

bled and concentrates 
them into a prayer 

prayed aloud by all.

A lectionary is a 
collection of scripture 

readings appointed for 
Christian worship on a 
given day or occasion.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Central Chamber Ensemble

Angels from the Realms of Glory
Once In Royal David’s City 
The First Noel

(Note: We will begin the service with the first carol.)

CAROL PLEASE STAND

O Come, All Ye Faithful
John Francis Wade

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels;
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above;
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.
 
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning:
Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv’n;
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.
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WELCOME

LESSON I

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 | Isaiah Promises the Birth of the Messiah

2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light;

 those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shone.

6 For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given;

 and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
 and his name shall be called

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

7 Of the increase of his government and of peace 
 there will be no end,

 on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
 to establish it and to uphold it

 with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time forth and forevermore.

 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE
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CAROL

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Charles Wesley · Felix Mendelssohn

Hark! the Herald Angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;
With th’angelic host proclaim: “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! the Herald Angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of the Virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, hail th’incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! the Herald Angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings, ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by, born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.
Hark! the Herald Angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

LESSON II

Micah 5:2, 4-5a | The Peace that Christ Will Bring Is Foretold

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,

 from you shall come forth for me 
 one who is to be ruler in Israel,

 whose coming forth is from of old, 
 from ancient days.

4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
 in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.

 And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 
 to the ends of the earth.

5  And he shall be their peace.
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CAROL

O Little Town of Bethlehem
Phillips Brooks · Lewis H. Redner

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by:
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
 
For Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love.
O morning stars together proclaim the holy birth!
And praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth.
 
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heav’n.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still, the dear Christ enters in.
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.
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LESSON III PLEASE BE SEATED

Luke 1:26-35, 38 | The Angel Gabriel Salutes the Virgin Mary

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, 
and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to her, 
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end.”

34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called 
holy—the Son of God.

38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to 
your word.” And the angel departed from her.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Lord Jesus Christ, if you had not limited all your majestic greatness into the 
cramped quarters of human nature, we could not know the limitless power and 
privilege of being your children. If you had not become poor, we could never 
have known the riches of your gospel. If you had not come to die, we could never 
have received endless life. Now Father, forgive us for not loving as you loved us at 
Christmas. Forgive us for not lowering ourselves to serve others as you served us at 
Christmas. We now adore you for the gift of your Son, for he is our hope and our 
life and our salvation. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

Aware of God’s holiness and our sinfulness, the Prayer of Confession invites us to honestly confess our sins. 
We are free to confess even our most grievous faults because no matter how deep our sin may be, God’s grace 
in Jesus Christ is deeper still. Confession both acknowledges our need for grace and celebrates its abundant 
provision in Christ.
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

John 3:16-17

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.

leader

all

LESSON IV

Luke 2:1-7 | Luke Tells of the Birth of Jesus

1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
3And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with 
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came 
for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn.

The Words of Assurance should be received with gratitude and joy because these words of Scripture assure us 
that God has promised to forgive and restore those who confess their sins through the finished work of Jesus 
Christ on our behalf.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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CAROL PLEASE STAND

What Child Is This?
William C. Dix · Greensleeves

What Child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary.
 
Why lies He in such mean estate, where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear, shall pierce Him through;
The cross be borne for me, for you:
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the Babe, the Son of Mary.

So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own Him;
The King of kings, salvation brings,
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
The virgin singers her lullaby:
Joy, joy for Christ is born, the Babe, the Son of Mary.
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PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

Lord God, who sent your Son to be the Savior of the world: Make your salvation 
known to the ends of the earth, that in every place your name shall be worshiped 
and glorified. We beseech you, by the light of your Incarnate Word, to illumine and 
make glad the hearts of all who serve you, especially those suffering persecution this 
very night. Give them the spirit of power, and of love, and of a sound mind; comfort 
them by the presence of Immanuel, God With Us, so that they may endure in faith 
to the end.

God our Father, who sent your Son to be the King of Kings and Prince of Peace: 
Grant that all the kingdoms of this world may become the kingdom of our Lord, 
and learn the way of peace from Jesus. Let those who are offended forgive, and those 
who have offended repent, so that your children may live as one family, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Look with favor upon all those who are in positions of 
authority. So rule their hearts that they may rightly use the trust committed to them 
for the good of all people.

Father of mercies, we commend to you the poor, the cold, the hungry, the 
oppressed, the sick in body and in mind, the lonely and the unloved, those who 
mourn and those who have no helper. So move the hearts of those to whom you 
have freely given all things, so that they also may freely give; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.
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LESSON V PLEASE BE SEATED

Luke 2:8-20 | The Shepherds Go to the Manger

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10And the angel said 
to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying 
that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at 
what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering 
them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
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CAROL PLEASE STAND

Angels We Have Heard on High
Traditional French

Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echo back their joyous strains.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
 
Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
Say what may the tidings be,
Which inspire your heav’nly song?
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
 
Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
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LESSON VI PLEASE BE SEATED

Matthew 2:1-12 | The Wise Men Are Led By the Star to Jesus

1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and 
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 
the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written 
by the prophet:

6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

 for from you shall come a ruler 
 who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time 
the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search dili-
gently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come 
and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the 
star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place 
where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great 
joy. 11And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell 
down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold 
and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they departed to their own country by another way.
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CAROL PLEASE STAND

Joy to the World! The Lord is Come
Isaac Watts · George Frederic Handel

Joy to the world! The Lord is come:
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing.
 
Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns:
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.
 
He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.
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OFFERING
Please text centralchurchnyc to 77977 or visit our website in order to give electronically.

OFFERTORY

Noel
Chris Tomlin · Lauren Daigle

Love incarnate, love divine
Star and angels gave the sign
Bow to babe on bended knee
The Savior of humanity
Unto us a Child is born
He shall reign forevermore

Noel, Noel
Come and see what God has done
Noel, Noel
The story of amazing love!
The light of the world, given for us
Noel

Son of God and Son of man
There before the world began
Born to suffer, born to save
Born to raise us from the grave
Christ the everlasting Lord 
He shall reign forevermore Chorus

THE DOXOLOGY PLEASE STAND

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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LESSON VII PLEASE BE SEATED

John 1:1-14 | John Unfolds the Mystery of the Incarnation

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the 
light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was 
in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know 
him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 
but of God.

14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

SERMON

All I Want for Christmas | Christmas Faith

Rev. Jason Harris
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THE THANKSGIVING

From the earliest days of the church a prayer of Thanksgiving preceded Holy Communion. The Thanksgiving 
includes the “Sursum Corda” which means “Lift up your hearts” or literally, “Hearts lifted,” in Latin. The Thanksgiv-
ing bids us to acknowledge our absolute dependence on the God who desires to commune with us.

leader

people

leader

people

leader

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that we should 
at all times and in all places give thanks to you, 
Lord, holy Father, Almighty and Everlasting God.
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist) is the family meal of baptized Christians. We 
invite all to partake of this sacrament who trust in Jesus Christ alone for salvation, who are at peace with God 
and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if 
you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to use the prayers printed below and spend this 
time in reflection or prayer. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with Jesus 
Christ and with his people, the church. For health reasons, an individually packaged wafer and cup can be found 
in the pew for those who wish to participate in the Lord’s Supper. Once consumed, please place empty cups in 
the back of the pew. 

We take it as a sign of a healthy congregation to have regular attenders who love our community but who do 
not profess faith in Christ and so refrain from receiving the elements. If you are a Christian and have not yet been 
baptized, please talk with our pastors. We would be honored to baptize you.

Children are welcome to partake of communion. To receive the Lord’s Supper, a child must have been baptized 
and been formally received as a communing member by the Session of this church or the governing body of the 
church to which you belong. 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might 
be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. 
If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that 
leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am so sinful that you 
had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful and I am so loved that you were willing to 
die for me. I confess that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you for paying my debt, 
bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering forgiveness and new life. Know-
ing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, with all my mind, with 
all my soul, and with all my strength, I shall love something else with all my heart 
and mind and soul and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, my chief good, and 
my final joy. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER PLEASE STAND

We sing the prayer that Jesus taught us to pray to our Heavenly Father.

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, Amen.

LIGHTING OF CANDLES

Silent Night
Joseph Mohr · Franz Gruber

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight!
Glories streams from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Savior is born! Christ, the Savior is born!

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

•

God never draws us into relationship with himself without also sending us out into the world to be his representa-
tives and ambassadors.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!

We begin our worship with God’s gracious invitation, and we conclude with God’s blessing, his good word. It is 
appropriate to look up and open our palms as we receive the Benediction to symbolize how Jesus Christ lifts our 
heads and to demonstrate our eagerness to receive God’s blessing.


