
ORDER OF WORSHIP



1

PREPARATION

January 3, 2021 
Second Sunday after Christmas

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“A truly Christian love, either to God or men, is a humble broken-hearted love. The 
desires of the saints, however earnest, are humble desires. Their hope is a humble 
hope; and their joy, even when it is unspeakable and full of glory, is a humble 
broken-hearted joy, and leaves the Christian more poor in spirit, and more like a 
little child, and more disposed to a universal lowliness of behaviour.”  

— Jonathan Edwards 

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty God, whose blessed Son was circumcised and for man’s sake became obedi-
ent to the Law: Purify our hearts and all our members so that we may die to all sinful 
desires and in all things obey your holy will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14
psalm: Psalm 147:12-20
second reading: Ephesians 1:3-14
gospel: John 1:(1-9), 10-18
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 36
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In Scripture, the Call to Worship comes from God. We need to be called because it is not our natural response to 
come to God. God takes the initiative, moves towards us with grace, and invites us to worship him.

Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens,

Your faithfulness to the clouds.

Your righteousness is like the mountains of God;

Your judgments are like the great deep.

How precious is your steadfast love, O God!
    

The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your wings.

They feast on the abundance of your house,

 And you give them drink from the river of your delights.

For with you is the fountain of life;
    

In your light do we see light.
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HYMN

Angels We Have Heard on High
Traditional French

Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echo back their joyous strains.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
 
Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
Say what may the tidings be,
Which inspire your heav’nly song?
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
 
Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great 
compassion, blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me 
from my sin. For I know my transgressions and my sin is always before me. Against 
you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are right in 
your verdict and justified when you judge. Cleanse me with hyssop and I will be 
clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; let 
the bones you have crushed rejoice. Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my 
iniquity. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

2 Corinthians 3:18

We all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed 
into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the 
Lord who is the Spirit.
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Aware of God’s holiness and our sinfulness, the Prayer of Confession invites us to honestly confess our sins. 
We are free to confess even our most grievous faults because no matter how deep our sin may be, God’s grace 
in Jesus Christ is deeper still. Confession both acknowledges our need for grace and celebrates its abundant 
provision in Christ.

The Words of Assurance should be received with gratitude and joy because these words of Scripture assure us 
that God has promised to forgive and restore those who confess their sins through the finished work of Jesus 
Christ on our behalf.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

King of Kings
Geoff Bullock

In the darkness we were waiting
Without hope without light
Till from heaven you came running
There was mercy in your eyes.
To fulfill the law and prophets
To a virgin came the Word.
From a throne of endless glory
To a cradle in the dirt.

Praise the Father.
Praise the Son.
Praise the Spirit Three in One.
God of glory, Majesty
Praise forever to the King of Kings.

To reveal the kingdom coming
And to reconcile the lost.
To redeem the whole creation
You did not despise the cross.
For even in your suffering
You saw to the other side.
Knowing this was our salvation
Jesus for our sake you died. Chorus

And the morning that you rose
All of heaven held its breath.
Till that stone was moved for good
For the lamb had conquered death.
And the dead rose from their tombs
And the angels stood in awe
For the souls of all who’d come
To the Father are restored.

And the Church of Christ was born
Then the Spirit lit the flame
Now this gospel truth of old
Shall not kneel shall not faint.
By His blood and in His Name
In His freedom I am free.
For the love of Jesus Christ
Who has resurrected me. Chorus
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, and the world. 
Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/
prayerrequest. 

OFFERING
Please text centralchurchnyc to 77977 or visit our website in order to give electronically.

OFFERTORY

A Christmas Alleluia
Chris Tomlin

Alleluia, Alleluia
Christ, the Savior of the world
He has come!
Alleluia, Alleluia
To the Highest name of all, Alleluia

The heavens roar, the angels sing
All glory to our God and King!
O night divine forevermore, Alleluia

Alleluia, alleluia
Christ, the Savior of the world
He has come!
Alleluia, alleluia
To the highest name of all, Alleluia!

You’re the Highest name of all
Alleluia!

THE DOXOLOGY
Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

2 Samuel 12:1-7a; 
1And the Lord sent Nathan to David. He came to him and said to him, “There were 
two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. 2The rich man had very 
many flocks and herds, 3but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which 
he had bought. And he brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children. 
It used to eat of his morsel and drink from his cup and lie in his arms, and it was like 
a daughter to him. 4Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was unwilling 
to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the guest who had come to him, 
but he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him.” 
5Then David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As 
the Lord lives, the man who has done this deserves to die, 6and he shall restore the 
lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.”
7Nathan said to David, “You are the man!

The Word of God is the primary means by which God speaks to us and the ultimate authority for what we believe 
and how we live. All Scripture passages are taken from the English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise 
noted.



8

Psalm 51:1-12

1Have mercy on me, O God,
    according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
    blot out my transgressions.
2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
    and cleanse me from my sin!
3For I know my transgressions,
    and my sin is ever before me.
4Against you, you only, have I sinned
    and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you may be justified in your words
    and blameless in your judgment.
5Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,
    and in sin did my mother conceive me.
6Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being,
    and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.
7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8Let me hear joy and gladness;
    let the bones that you have broken rejoice.
9Hide your face from my sins,
    and blot out all my iniquities.
10Create in me a clean heart, O God,
    and renew a right spirit within me.
11Cast me not away from your presence,
    and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
    and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
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The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!
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SERMON

A New Heart | Godly Joy

Ed Sirya

THE THANKSGIVING

From the earliest days of the church a prayer of Thanksgiving preceded Holy Communion. The Thanksgiving 
includes the “Sursum Corda” which means “Lift up your hearts” or literally, “Hearts lifted,” in Latin. The Thanksgiv-
ing bids us to acknowledge our absolute dependence on the God who desires to commune with us.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

The Spirit makes the reading and preaching of God’s Word a powerful means of challenging, comforting, and 
strengthening God’s people and awakening people to new faith.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that we should 
at all times and in all places give thanks to you, 
Lord, holy Father, Almighty and Everlasting God.
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist) is the family meal of baptized Christians. We 
invite all to partake of this sacrament who trust in Jesus Christ alone for salvation, who are at peace with God 
and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if 
you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to use the prayers printed below and spend this 
time in reflection or prayer. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with Jesus 
Christ and with his people, the church. For health reasons, an individually packaged wafer and cup can be found 
in the pew for those who wish to participate in the Lord’s Supper. Once consumed, please place empty cups in 
the back of the pew. 

We take it as a sign of a healthy congregation to have regular attenders who love our community but who do 
not profess faith in Christ and so refrain from receiving the elements. If you are a Christian and have not yet been 
baptized, please talk with our pastors. We would be honored to baptize you.

Children are welcome to partake of communion. To receive the Lord’s Supper, a child must have been baptized 
and been formally received as a communing member by the Session of this church or the governing body of the 
church to which you belong. 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might 
be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. 
If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that 
leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am so sinful that you 
had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful and I am so loved that you were willing to 
die for me. I confess that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you for paying my debt, 
bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering forgiveness and new life. Know-
ing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, with all my mind, with 
all my soul, and with all my strength, I shall love something else with all my heart 
and mind and soul and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, my chief good, and 
my final joy. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
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We sing the prayer that Jesus taught us to pray to our Heavenly Father.

We begin our worship with God’s gracious invitation, and we conclude with God’s blessing, his good word. It is 
appropriate to look up and open our palms as we receive the Benediction to symbolize how Jesus Christ lifts our 
heads and to demonstrate our eagerness to receive God’s blessing.

God never draws us into relationship with himself without also sending us out into the world to be his representa-
tives and ambassadors.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


