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PREPARATION

April 11, 2021 
First Sunday after Easter

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“A great many learned men are defending the gospel; no doubt it is a very proper 
and right thing to do, yet I always notice that, when there are most books of that 
kind, it is because the gospel itself is not being preached. Suppose a number of 
persons were to take it into their heads that they had to defend a lion, a full-grown 
king of beasts! There he is in the cage, and here come all the soldiers of the army to 
fight for him. Well, I should suggest to them, if they would not object, and feel that it 
was humbling to them, that they should kindly stand back, and open the door, and 
let the lion out! I believe that would be the best way of defending him, for he would 
take care of himself; and the best ‘apology’ for the gospel is to let the gospel out.” 

— Charles Haddon Spurgeon

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty Father, you have given your only Son Jesus Christ to die for our sins and to 
rise again for our justification: Grant that we may put away the old leaven of corrup-
tion and wickedness, and always serve you in purity and truth; through the merits of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.      

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Acts 4:32-35
psalm: Psalm 133
second reading: 1 John 1:1-2:2
gospel: John 20:19-31

file:C:\Users\Jacinth\Dropbox\Bulletins\Devotional\Devotional_Printing_FINAL.docx
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Divine Exchange
Charity Gayle

On the cross hung my pain
And the guilt and the shame.
Jesus bore my suffering
To the grave to make me free.

Oh the blood that was shed,
It now flows to cover sin.
It washes clean and purifies
In its healing crimson tide.

Jesus, He took my place in divine exchange;
Hallelujah! Grace is mine.
Now I will live by faith for the One who saves.
He gave all to give me life.

His Spirit is my present help;
I’d be lost all by myself.
He resurrects; He sanctifies.
He takes His power and makes it mine. Chorus

I lay down all lesser things for greater gain;
He is alive inside of me. Chorus
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

In Scripture, the Call to Worship comes from God. We need to be called because it is not our natural response to 
come to God. God takes the initiative, moves towards us with grace, and invites us to worship him.

Psalm 30
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Sing praises to the Lord, O you his saints,

And give thanks to his holy name.

Weeping may tarry for the night,

But joy comes with the morning.

You have turned for me my mourning into dancing;

And clothed me with gladness, 

That my glory may sing your praise and not be silent.

O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever!



4

HYMN

Thine Be The Glory
G.F. Handel · Edmond Budry · Tr. Richard Hoyle

Thine be the glory, risen, conqu’ring Son;
Endless is the victory, Thou o’er death hast won;
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
Kept the folded grave clothes where Thy body lay.

Thine be the glory, risen conqu’ring Son,
Endless is the vict’ry, Thou o’er death hast won.

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
Lovingly He greets us, scatters fear and gloom;
Let the church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing;
For her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting.     Chorus

No more we doubt Thee, glorious Prince of Life;
Life is naught without Thee; aid us in our strife;
Make us more than conqu’rors, through Thy deathless love:
Bring us safe through Jordan to Thy home above.     Chorus
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from death to life and crowned him Lord of 
all. We confess that we have not bowed before him or acknowledged his rule in our 
lives. We have gone along with the ways of the world and failed to give him glory. 
Forgive us and raise us from sin, that we may be your faithful people, obeying the 
commands of our Lord Jesus Christ, who rules the world and is head of the church, 
his body. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

1 Peter 3:18

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might 
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit. 
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Aware of God’s holiness and our sinfulness, the Prayer of Confession invites us to honestly confess our sins. 
We are free to confess even our most grievous faults because no matter how deep our sin may be, God’s grace 
in Jesus Christ is deeper still. Confession both acknowledges our need for grace and celebrates its abundant 
provision in Christ.

The Words of Assurance should be received with gratitude and joy because these words of Scripture assure us 
that God has promised to forgive and restore those who confess their sins through the finished work of Jesus 
Christ on our behalf.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Resurrecting
Christopher Brown · Wade Joye · Steven Furtick Matthews · Thabo Ntele

The head that once was crowned with thorns
Is crowned with glory now.
The Savior knelt to wash our feet,
Now at His feet we bow.

The One who wore our sin and shame,
Now robed in majesty;
The radiance of perfect love
Now shines for all to see.

Your Name, Your Name is victory!
All praise, will rise to Christ, our King!

The fear that held us now gives way
To Him who is our peace.
His final breath upon the cross
Is now alive in me.     Chorus

By Your spirit I will rise from the ashes of defeat;
The resurrected King, is resurrecting me!
In Your name I come alive to declare Your victory;
The resurrected King, is resurrecting me!

The tomb where soldiers watched in vain
Was borrowed for three days.
His body there would not remain:
Our God has robbed the grave!
Our God has robbed the grave!     Chorus

By Your spirit I will rise from the ashes of defeat;
The resurrected King, is resurrecting me!
In Your name I come alive to declare Your victory;
The resurrected King, is resurrecting me!
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CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY

Please take a few minutes to fill out this year’s congregational survey at 
centralchurchnyc.org/survey.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  10:00 AM

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, and the world. 
Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/
prayerrequest. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 11:30 AM

Robert Macy Milligan
Son of Peter and Lauren Milligan

Baptismal Vows

1 Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, and 
the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?

2 Do you claim God’s covenant promises on his behalf, and do you look in faith to 
the Lord Jesus Christ for Robert’s salvation, as you do for your own?

3 Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and promise, in humble 
reliance upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to set before him a godly 
example, that you will pray with and for him, that you will teach him the truths 
of the Christian faith, and that you will strive, by all the means of God’s appoint-
ment, to bring Robert up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord?

Congregational Vow 

1 Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of assisting Peter and 
Lauren in the Christian nurture of their child?

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/central2021
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OFFERING
Please text centralchurchnyc to 77977 or visit our website in order to give electronically.

OFFERTORY

Psalm 103
Steve Siler · Phillip Keveren 

Who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases,
Who redeems your life from the pit,
And crowns you with love and compassion,
Who satisfies your desires with good things
So that your youth is renewed like the eagles.

Praise the Lord, O my soul;
All my inmost being,
Praise His holy name.
Praise the Lord,
Praise His holy name.

Who’s abounding in love, full of grace and slow to anger,
And does not treat us as we deserve,
Repaying our sins with His mercy;
As far as east is from west he removes them,
With a great love that is high as the heavens are above the earth.    Chorus

THE DOXOLOGY
Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

The Word of God is the primary means by which God speaks to us and the ultimate authority for what we 
believe and how we live. All Scripture passages are taken from the English Standard Version (ESV) unless 
otherwise noted.

1 Peter 3:13-22

13Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14But even if 
you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, 
nor be troubled, 15but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that 
is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16having a good conscience, so that, 
when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put 
to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than 
for doing evil.

18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 
19in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20because they formerly 
did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was 
being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through 
water. 21Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of 
dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of 
God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.

SERMON

The Spirit makes the reading and preaching of God’s Word a powerful means of challenging, comforting, and 
strengthening God’s people and awakening people to new faith.

A Better Resistance | Unapologetic
Rev. Jason Harris
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THE THANKSGIVING

From the earliest days of the church a prayer of Thanksgiving preceded Holy Communion. The Thanksgiving includes 
the “Sursum Corda” which means “Lift up your hearts” or literally, “Hearts lifted,” in Latin. The Thanksgiving bids us to 

acknowledge our absolute dependence on the God who desires to commune with us.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that we should 
at all times and in all places give thanks to you, 
Lord, holy Father, Almighty and Everlasting God.
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist) is the family meal of baptized Christians. We 
invite all to partake of this sacrament who trust in Jesus Christ alone for salvation, who are at peace with God 
and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if 
you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to use the prayers printed below and spend this 
time in reflection or prayer. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with Jesus 
Christ and with his people, the church. For health reasons, an individually packaged wafer and cup can be found 
in the pew for those who wish to participate in the Lord’s Supper. Once consumed, please place empty cups in 
the back of the pew. 

We take it as a sign of a healthy congregation to have regular attenders who love our community but who do 
not profess faith in Christ and so refrain from receiving the elements. If you are a Christian and have not yet been 
baptized, please talk with our pastors. We would be honored to baptize you.

Children are welcome to partake of communion. To receive the Lord’s Supper, a child must have been baptized 
and been formally received as a communing member by the Session of this church or the governing body of the 
church to which you belong. 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might 
be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. 
If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that 
leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am so sinful that you 
had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful and I am so loved that you were willing to 
die for me. I confess that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you for paying my debt, 
bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering forgiveness and new life. Know-
ing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, with all my mind, with 
all my soul, and with all my strength, I shall love something else with all my heart 
and mind and soul and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, my chief good, and 
my final joy. Amen.



12

THE LORD’S PRAYER

We sing the prayer that Jesus taught us to pray to our Heavenly Father.

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, Amen.

HYMN

Jesus, Son of God
Chris Tomlin

You came down from heaven’s throne,
This earth You formed was not Your home,
A love like this, the world had never known.
A crown of thorns to mock your name—
Forgiveness fell upon Your face:
A love like this, the world had never known.

On the altar of our praise,
Let there be no higher name:
Jesus, Son of God!
You laid down Your perfect life,
You are the sacrifice,
Jesus, Son of God.
You are Jesus, Son of God!

You took our sin,
You bore our shame,
You rose to life,
You defeated the grave,
A love like this, the world has never known!    Chorus

Be lifted higher
Than all You’ve overcome.
Your name be louder
Than any other song.
There is no power
That can come against Your love.
The cross was enough!    Chorus
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BENEDICTION

We begin our worship with God’s gracious invitation, and we conclude with God’s blessing, his good word. It is 
appropriate to look up and open our palms as we receive the Benediction to symbolize how Jesus Christ lifts our 

heads and to demonstrate our eagerness to receive God’s blessing.

DISMISSAL
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POSTLUDE

Jesus, Son of God
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

God never draws us into relationship with himself without also sending us out into the world to be his 
representatives and ambassadors.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


