


1

PREPARATION

May 9, 2021 
Fifth Sunday after Easter

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“When we Christians behave badly, or fail to behave well, we 
are making Christianity unbelievable to the outside world.” 
—C.S. Lewis

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Heavenly Father, the giver of all good things, fill our hearts with 
thankfulness, and grant that by your holy inspiration we may 
think those things that are good, and by your merciful guidance 
may perform them; through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Acts 10:44-48
psalm: Psalm 98
second reading: 1 John 5:1-6
gospel: John 15:9-17
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Surely Goodness
Shane & Shane · Phillip P. Bliss

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want
In green pastures He makes me lie down
He restores my soul and leads me on for His name
For His great name

Surely goodness, surely mercy
Right beside me all my days
And I will dwell in your house forever
And bless your holy name

You prepare a table right before me
In the presence of my enemies
Though the arrow flies and the terror of night
Is at my door, I’ll trust you Lord Chorus

Even though I walk through the valley 
Of the shadow of death
I will fear no evil
And even though I walk through the valley
Of the shadow of death
You are on my side Chorus
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Ezekiel 34
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Thus says the Lord God: Ah, shepherds of Israel 
who have been feeding yourselves! 

Should not shepherds feed the sheep? 

The weak you have not strengthened, the sick you 
have not healed, the injured you have not bound 
up, the strayed you have not brought back, 

The lost you have not sought, and with force and 
harshness you have ruled them. 

So they were scattered, because there was no 
shepherd, 

My sheep were scattered over all the face of the 
earth, with none to search or seek for them.

Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will 
search for my sheep and will seek them out. 
I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, 

I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the 
strayed, 

And I will bind up the injured, and I will 
strengthen the weak,

I will feed them in justice.
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HYMN

The King of Love My Shepherd Is
Jonathan Lindley · Adam Palmer · Stephanie Kulla

The King of Love my Shepherd is, 
Whose goodness faileth never.
I nothing lack if I am His 
And He is mine forever.
And He is mine forever!

Where streams of living water flow 
My ransomed soul He leadeth,
And where the verdant pastures grow 
With food celestial feedeth.

Never failing Ruler of my heart, 
Everlasting Lover of my soul,
On the mountain high or in the valley low,
The King of Love my Shepherd is!
The King of Love my Shepherd is!

Lost and foolish oft I strayed, 
But yet in love He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid 
And home rejoicing brought me.

In death’s dark veil I fear no ill 
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me.
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
Thy cross before to guide me. Chorus

Oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!

And so through all the length of days 
Thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing Your praise 
Within Your house forever.
Within Your house forever!
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed 
from your ways like lost sheep.We have followed too much 
the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended 
against your holy laws. We have left undone those things 
which we ought to have done; and we have done those things 
which we ought not to have done; and there is no health in 
us. O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare 
those, O God, who confess their faults. Restore those who are 
penitent; according to your promises declared unto us in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. And grant that we may hereafter live a godly, 
righteous, and sober life to the glory of your name. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

John 10:11

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life 
for the sheep.

leader

all

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!



6

HYMN

All To Us
Chris Tomlin · Jesse Reeves · Matt Redman · Matt Maher

Precious Cornerstone, sure Foundation, 
You are faithful to the end.
We are waiting on You, Jesus.  
We believe You’re all to us.
 
Let the glory of Your name be the passion of the Church.
Let the righteousness of God be a holy flame that burns.
Let the saving love of Christ be the measure of our lives.
We believe You’re all to us.
 
Only Son of God sent from Heaven, 
Hope and mercy at the cross.
You are everything, You’re the Promise.  
Jesus, You are all to us.  Chorus
 
You’re all to us, You’re all to us,
You’re all to us, yes, You are.

When this passing world is made new, 
We will see You face to face,
And forever we will worship.  
Jesus, You are all to us! Chorus

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 
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OFFERING

Please text centralchurchnyc to 77977 or visit our website in order to give 
electronically.

OFFERTORY

Who You Say I Am
Brooke Ligertwood · Michael Guy Chislett

Who am I that the highest King would welcome me?
I was lost but He brought me in; oh, His love for me!
Oh, His love for me!

Who the Son sets free, oh, is free indeed!
I’m a child of God! Yes, I am!

Free at last, He has ransomed me; His grace runs deep.
While I was a slave to sin, Jesus died for me.
Yes, He died for me.

Who the Son sets free, oh, is free indeed!
I’m a child of God! Yes, I am!
In my Father’s house is a place for me;
I’m a child of God! Yes, I am!

I am chosen, not forsaken; I am who You say I am!
You are for me, not against me; I am who You say I am!
I am who You say I am Chorus
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THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

1 Peter 5:1-5

1So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness 
of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that 
is going to be revealed: 2shepherd the flock of God that is among 
you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, 
as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3not 
domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to 
the flock. 4And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive 
the unfading crown of glory. 5Likewise, you who are younger, be 
subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility 
toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace 
to the humble.”

SERMON

A Better Resistance | The Leaders We Need
Rev. Jason Harris
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and 
the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of 
following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what 
you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to 
me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of 
you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life 
that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I 
am so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so mer-
ciful and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I 
confess that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed by what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I 
thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on 
the cross, and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing 
that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my 
sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my 
heart, with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my 
strength, I shall love something else with all my heart and 
mind and soul and strength. Grant that by loving you first I 
may be liberated from all lesser loves and loyalties and have 
you as my first love, my chief good, and my final joy. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

HYMN

What A Beautiful Name
Ben Fielding · Brooke Ligertwood

You were the Word at the beginning,
One with God the Lord Most High.
Your hidden glory in creation
Now revealed in You our Christ.

What a beautiful Name it is,
What a beautiful Name it is, the Name of Jesus Christ my King.
What a beautiful Name it is; nothing compares to this.
What a beautiful Name it is, the Name of Jesus.

You didn’t want Heaven without us,
So Jesus, You, brought Heaven down.
My sin was great, Your love was greater;
What could separate us now?
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What a wonderful Name it is,
What a wonderful Name it is, the Name of Jesus Christ my King.
What a wonderful Name it is; nothing compares to this.
What a wonderful Name it is, the Name of Jesus.

Death could not hold You; the veil tore before You.
You silenced the boast of sin and grave.
The heavens are roaring the praise of Your glory,
For You are raised to life again.
You have no rival; You have no equal.
Now and forever, God You reign.
Yours is the Kingdom, Yours is the glory;
Yours is the Name, above all names.

What a powerful Name it is,
What a powerful Name it is, the Name of Jesus Christ my King.
What a powerful Name it is; nothing can stand against.
What a powerful Name it is, the Name of Jesus.
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
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POSTLUDE

What A Beautiful Name (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


