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PREPARATION

May 16, 2021 
Sixth Sunday after Easter

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“The greatest trick the devil ever pulled was convincing the 
world he doesn’t exist.”
—Charles Baudelaire

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Grant, we pray, Almighty God, that as we believe your only 
begotten Son to have ascended into heaven, so we may also in 
heart and mind there ascend, and with him continually dwell; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Acts 1:1-11
psalm: Psalm 47
second reading: Ephesians 1:15-23
gospel: Luke 24:44-53

The collect is a prayer 
form that collects 

together the silent 
prayers of all assem-

bled and concentrates 
them into a prayer 

prayed aloud by all.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Charles Wesley · Rowland Hugh Prichard

Love Divine, all loves excelling, Joy of Heav’n, to earth come down,
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, all Thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, Thou art all Compassion, pure, unbounded Love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation, enter ev’ry trembling heart.

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit into ev’ry troubled breast!
Let us all in Thee inherit, let us find the promised rest:
Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be;
End of faith, as its Beginning, set our hearts at liberty.

Come, Almighty to deliver, let us all Thy life receive;
Suddenly return and never, nevermore Thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing, serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, glory in Thy perfect love.

Finish, then, Thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be:
Let us see Thy great salvation perfectly restored in Thee;
Changed from glory into glory, ‘til in Heav’n we take our place,
‘Til we cast our crowns before Thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise.
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

PSALM 55

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

But I call to God,

And the Lord will save me.

Evening and morning and at noon

I utter my complaint, and he hears my voice.

He redeems my soul in safety

For many are arrayed against me.

Cast your burden on the Lord, and he will sustain 
you;

He will never permit the righteous to be moved.
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HYMN

All Creatures of Our God and King
St. Francis of Assisi · David Crowder · Arr. Dan Galbraith

All creatures of our God and King,
Lift up your voice, and with us sing;
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam.
O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

All ye who are of tender heart,
Forgiving others, take your part,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
Praise God, and on Him cast your care!
O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Let all things their Creator bless,
And worship Him in humbleness;
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, Three in One!
O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our 
sinfulness, our shortcomings, and our offenses against you. You 
alone know how often we have sinned in wandering from your 
ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love. Have mercy 
on us, Lord, for we are ashamed and sorry for all we have done 
to displease you. Forgive our sins, and help us to live in your 
light and walk in your ways, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

1 John 1:5-8

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to 
you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say 
we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie 
and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is 
in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood 
of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.

leader

all

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!



6

HYMN

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us
Stuart Townend · Bruce Greer

How deep the Father’s love for us,
How vast beyond all measure,
That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss,
The Father turns His face away,
As wounds which mar the Chosen One,
Bring many sons to glory.
 
Behold the Man upon a cross,
My sin upon His shoulders;
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished;
His dying breath has brought me life,
I know that it is finished.
 
I will not boast in anything,
No gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom,
But I will boast in Jesus Christ,
His death and resurrection.
Why should I gain from His reward?
I cannot give an answer.
But this I know with all my heart:
His wounds have paid my ransom.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

Please text centralchurchnyc to 77977 or visit our website in order to give 
electronically.
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OFFERTORY

We Cannot Be Silent (Psalm 34)
Kurt Carr

I will bless the Lord at all times
With praise in my mouth.
I will bless the Lord at all times
With praise in my mouth.
I will forever, forever praise with my mouth!

Come what may, I’ll never be silent
(Oh, magnify the Lord!)
Come what may, I’ll never be silent
(Oh, magnify the Lord!)
Come what may, every day,
I will forever, forever praise with my mouth!

I will bless the Lord at all times
With praise in my mouth.
I will bless the Lord at all times
With praise in my mouth.
I will forever, forever praise with my mouth! Chorus

My soul loves Jesus; bless His name! Chorus

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

1 Peter 5:6-14

6Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God 
so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7casting all your 
anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8Be sober-minded; be 
watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion, seeking someone to devour. 9Resist him, firm in your faith, 
knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced 
by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10And after you 
have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called 
you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, 
strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the dominion forever 
and ever. Amen.

12By Silvanus, a faithful brother as I regard him, I have written 
briefly to you, exhorting and declaring that this is the true grace 
of God. Stand firm in it. 13She who is at Babylon, who is likewise 
chosen, sends you greetings, and so does Mark, my son. 14Greet 
one another with the kiss of love.
Peace to all of you who are in Christ.

SERMON

A Better Resistance | The Pressures Are Real
Rev. Jason Harris
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THE THANKSGIVING

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

leader

people

leader

people

leader

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and 
the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of 
following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what 
you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to 
me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of 
you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life 
that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I 
am so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so mer-
ciful and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I 
confess that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed by what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I 
thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on 
the cross, and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing 
that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my 
sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my 
heart, with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my 
strength, I shall love something else with all my heart and 
mind and soul and strength. Grant that by loving you first I 
may be liberated from all lesser loves and loyalties and have 
you as my first love, my chief good, and my final joy. Amen.



12

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

HYMN

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Robert Robinson · Traditional American Music

Come Thou Fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace.
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it,
Mount of Thy unchanging love.
 
Here I raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by Thy help I come.
And I hope by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God.
He to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.
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O, to grace how great a debtor,
Daily I’m constrained to be.
Let that grace now, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love.
Here’s my heart, O, take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that (a) the 2021 Annual Meeting of the members 
of Central Presbyterian Church (“Central Church”), a church affiliated 
with the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, and (b) the 2021 Annual 
Meeting of the members of The Trustees of Central Presbyterian Church 
of the City of New York, aka Central Presbyterian Church (“Central 
Corporation”), a New York religious corporation incorporated in 1821 and 
affiliated with Central Church, will be held in the Fellowship Hall on the 
Sixth floor of the Church Building at 1:00pm on Sunday, June 6, 2021.

The purposes of the Annual Meetings are to:

i. present the reports of the various church committees and respond to 
questions;

ii.  in the case of the 2021 Annual Meeting of the members of Central 
     Church, to elect: (a) two elders for terms expiring in 2024, (b) three  
     deacons for terms expiring in 2024, and (c) one deacon for term 
     expiring in 2022;

iii. in the case of the 2021 Annual Meeting of the members of Central  
      Corporation, to elect two trustees for terms expiring in 2024; and

iv.  to transact any other business that may properly come before such  
      meetings.

On behalf of the Session of Central Church, by its Moderator 
and Clerk of Session

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of Central Corporation, 
by its President and Secretary


