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PREPARATION

May 23, 2021 
Pentecost Sunday

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“Usually cheerful as we may be, we must at intervals be cast 
down. The strong are not always vigorous, the wise not always 
ready, the brave not always courageous, and the joyous not 
always happy.”

—Charles Spurgeon

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty God, who taught the hearts of your faithful people by 
sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit: Grant to us by the 
same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things and always to 
rejoice in his holy comfort; through the merits of Christ Jesus 
our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14
psalm: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
second reading: Romans 8:22-27
gospel: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

The collect is a prayer 
form that collects 

together the silent 
prayers of all assem-

bled and concentrates 
them into a prayer 

prayed aloud by all.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

For All The Saints
William W. How · Ralph Vaughan Williams

For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy Name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress, and their Might;
Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well-fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true Light.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day;
The saints triumphant rise in bright array;
The King of Glory passes on His way.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

 From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

PSALM 63

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you;
my soul thirsts for you;
my flesh faints for you,
as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.

So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary,
beholding your power and glory.

Because your steadfast love is better than life,
my lips will praise you.

So I will bless you as long as I live;
in your name I will lift up my hands.

My soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich food,
and my mouth will praise you with joyful lips,

For you have been my help,
and in the shadow of your wings I will sing for 
joy.
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HYMN

How Firm a Foundation
Traditional American

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word.
What more can He say, than to you He hath said;
To you, who for refuge to Jesus have fled?
 
“Fear not, I am with thee, oh be not dismayed,
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid.
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.”
 
“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply.
The flame shall not hurt thee, I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.”
 
“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to His foes.
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.”
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Loving Father, you have promised that those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness will be satisfied. But we confess that we 
long for comfort and ease, for status and wealth, for recogni-
tion and approval, rather than for your will to be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Forgive us for our apathy, our thoughtless-
ness, our self-centeredness, and our wrong choices. Enable us 
by your grace to seek your kingdom and your righteousness 
so that we might be filled. We ask this in the name of your Son 
and for his sake, Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

John 6:35

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me 
shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.”

leader

all

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Lord, I Need You
Matt Maher

Lord, I come, I confess,
Bowing here I find my rest.
Without You I fall apart,
You’re the One that guides my heart.

Lord, I need You, oh, I need You,
Ev’ry hour, I need You;
My One Defense, my Righteousness,
Oh God, how I need You!

Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more,
Where grace is found, is where You are;
And where You are, Lord, I am free,
Holiness is Christ in me. Chorus

Teach my song to rise to You,
When temptation comes my way;
And when I cannot stand, I’ll fall on You.
Jesus, You’re my hope and stay. Chorus
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

Please text centralchurchnyc to 77977 or visit our website in order to give 
electronically.

OFFERTORY

Goodness of God
Kurt Carr Jenn Johnson · Jason Ingram  · Ben Fielding · Ed Cash · Brian Johnson

I love You, Lord
For Your mercy never fails me
All my days, I’ve been held in Your hands
From the moment that I wake up
Until I lay my head
Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God

And all my life You have been faithful
And all my life You have been so, so good
With every breath that I am able
Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God
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I love Your voice
You have led me through the fire
In the darkest night
You are close like no other
I’ve known You as a Father
I’ve known You as a Friend
And I have lived in the goodness of God Chorus

Your goodness is running after
It’s running after me
Your goodness is running after
It’s running after me
With my life laid down
I’m surrendered now
I give You everything
Your goodness is running after
It’s running after me Chorus

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

Psalm 42

1As a deer pants for flowing streams,
    so pants my soul for you, O God.
2My soul thirsts for God,
    for the living God.
When shall I come and appear before God?
3My tears have been my food
    day and night,
while they say to me all the day long,
    “Where is your God?”
4These things I remember,
    as I pour out my soul:
how I would go with the throng
    and lead them in procession to the house of God
with glad shouts and songs of praise,
    a multitude keeping festival.
5Why are you cast down, O my soul,
    and why are you in turmoil within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
    my salvation 6and my God.
My soul is cast down within me;
    therefore I remember you
from the land of Jordan and of Hermon,
    from Mount Mizar.
7Deep calls to deep
    at the roar of your waterfalls;
all your breakers and your waves
    have gone over me.
8By day the Lord commands his steadfast love,
    and at night his song is with me,
    a prayer to the God of my life.



10

THE THANKSGIVING

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

leader

people

leader

people

leader

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

9I say to God, my rock:
    “Why have you forgotten me?
Why do I go mourning
    because of the oppression of the enemy?”
10As with a deadly wound in my bones,
    my adversaries taunt me,
while they say to me all the day long,
    “Where is your God?”
11Why are you cast down, O my soul,
    and why are you in turmoil within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
    my salvation and my God.

SERMON

Searching for God | Spiritual Thirst
Rev. Ed Sirya
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and 
the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of 
following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what 
you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to 
me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of 
you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life 
that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I 
am so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so mer-
ciful and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I 
confess that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed by what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I 
thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on 
the cross, and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing 
that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my 
sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my 
heart, with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my 
strength, I shall love something else with all my heart and 
mind and soul and strength. Grant that by loving you first I 
may be liberated from all lesser loves and loyalties and have 
you as my first love, my chief good, and my final joy. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

HYMN

How Great Thou Art
Carl Gustav Boberg · Traditional Swedish

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made,
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed,

Then sings my soul, my Savior, God, to Thee;
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior, God, to Thee;
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
 
And when I think that God, His Son not sparing,
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in;
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin, Chorus
 
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration,
And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art! Chorus
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

How Great Thou Art (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that (a) the 2021 Annual Meeting of the members 
of Central Presbyterian Church (“Central Church”), a church affiliated 
with the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, and (b) the 2021 Annual 
Meeting of the members of The Trustees of Central Presbyterian Church 
of the City of New York, aka Central Presbyterian Church (“Central 
Corporation”), a New York religious corporation incorporated in 1821 and 
affiliated with Central Church, will be held in the Fellowship Hall on the 
Sixth floor of the Church Building at 1:00pm on Sunday, June 6, 2021.

The purposes of the Annual Meetings are to:

i. present the reports of the various church committees and respond to 
questions;

ii.  in the case of the 2021 Annual Meeting of the members of Central 
     Church, to elect: (a) two elders for terms expiring in 2024, (b) three  
     deacons for terms expiring in 2024, and (c) one deacon for term 
     expiring in 2022;

iii. in the case of the 2021 Annual Meeting of the members of Central  
      Corporation, to elect two trustees for terms expiring in 2024; and

iv.  to transact any other business that may properly come before such  
      meetings.

On behalf of the Session of Central Church, by its Moderator 
and Clerk of Session

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of Central Corporation, 
by its President and Secretary


