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PREPARATION

May 30, 2021 
Trinity Sunday

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“Pippin glanced in some wonder at the face now close beside 
his own, for the sound of that laugh had been gay and merry. 
Yet in the wizard’s face he saw at first only lines of care and 
sorrow; though as he looked more intently he perceived that 
under all there was a great joy: a fountain of mirth enough to 
set a kingdom laughing, were it to gush forth.”

—JRR Tolkien, The Lord of the Rings

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty and everlasting God, you have given us your servants 
grace by the confession of a true faith to acknowledge the glory 
of the eternal Trinity, and by your divine majesty to worship 
you as One; we humbly pray that you would keep us steadfast in 
this faith and evermore defend us from all adversities; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Isaiah 6:1-8
psalm: Psalm 29
second reading: Romans 8:12-17
gospel: John 3:1-17

The collect is a prayer 
form that collects 

together the silent 
prayers of all assem-

bled and concentrates 
them into a prayer 

prayed aloud by all.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Robert Robinson · Traditional American Music

Come Thou Fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace.
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it,
Mount of Thy unchanging love.
 
Here I raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by Thy help I come.
And I hope by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God.
He to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.
 
O, to grace how great a debtor,
Daily I’m constrained to be.
Let that grace now, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love.
Here’s my heart, O, take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Isaiah 55

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

Come, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and he who has no money,
come, buy and eat!

Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.

Why do you spend your money for that which is 
not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?

Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.

Incline your ear, and come to me;
hear, that your soul may live;

And I will make with you an everlasting 
covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
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HYMN

Cornerstone
Edward Mote · Eric Liljero · Jonas Myrin · Reuben Morgan

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 
But wholly trust in Jesus’ Name.

Christ alone, Cornerstone.
Weak made strong in the Savior’s love.
Through the storm, He is Lord,
Lord of all.

When darkness seems to hide His face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace.
In ev’ry high and stormy gale, 
My anchor holds within the veil.
My anchor holds within the veil. Chorus

When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
O may I then in Him be found!
Dressed in His righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne! Chorus  
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious God, whose mercy is higher than the heavens, wider 
than our wanderings, and deeper than all our sin: Take back to 
yourself your bewildered and broken people. Forgive our folly 
and our excess, our coldness to human sorrow, our passion for 
things of the moment, and our indifference to the deeper trea-
sures of the spirit. Change our hearts and turn all our desires 
to your way, that we may love what you love and do what you 
command; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Romans 5:6-8

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for 
the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—
though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die — 
but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.

leader

all

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Abide with Me
Henry F Lyte · William H. Monk

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide.
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, abide with me.

I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour;
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r?
Who, like Thyself, my Guide and Stay can be?
Thro’ cloud and sunshine, abide with me.

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still, abide with me.

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine thro’ the gloom and point me to the skies.
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and Earth’s vain shadows flee.
In life, in death, abide with me.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

Please text centralchurchnyc to 77977 or visit our website in order to give 
electronically.
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OFFERTORY

Faithful God
I Am They

I am surrounded
On every side, can’t see the light of day
But I am persuaded
Beyond all hope, You won’t let go of me
I stake my claim on every word You say
You will not be late

I will sing through fire and thunder
‘Cause You are on my side
I trust You with my life
I know my story, it isn’t over
Even against all odds
You are a faithful God
You’re faithful God

The darkest of weather
Though I can’t see, I still believe You’re good
So I’m moving forward
Through crashing waves, I know I’m safe with You
You hold my life, You hear my cry
With every breath inside Chorus

I am convinced that Your promises will hold together
And I will dwell in the hope of Your love forever
I am convinced that Your promises will hold together
And I will dwell in Your love Chorus

Oh, You are a faithful God
That’s who You are
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THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

Psalm 42

1As a deer pants for flowing streams,
    so pants my soul for you, O God.
2My soul thirsts for God,
    for the living God.
When shall I come and appear before God?
3My tears have been my food
    day and night,
while they say to me all the day long,
    “Where is your God?”
4These things I remember,
    as I pour out my soul:
how I would go with the throng
    and lead them in procession to the house of God
with glad shouts and songs of praise,
    a multitude keeping festival.
5Why are you cast down, O my soul,
    and why are you in turmoil within me?
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Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
    my salvation 6and my God.
My soul is cast down within me;
    therefore I remember you
from the land of Jordan and of Hermon,
    from Mount Mizar.
7Deep calls to deep
    at the roar of your waterfalls;
all your breakers and your waves
    have gone over me.
8By day the Lord commands his steadfast love,
    and at night his song is with me,
    a prayer to the God of my life.
9I say to God, my rock:
    “Why have you forgotten me?
Why do I go mourning
    because of the oppression of the enemy?”
10As with a deadly wound in my bones,
    my adversaries taunt me,
while they say to me all the day long,
    “Where is your God?”
11Why are you cast down, O my soul,
    and why are you in turmoil within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
    my salvation and my God.

John 4:13-14

13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be 
thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks of the water that I will give 
him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him 
will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 
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THE THANKSGIVING

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

leader

people

leader

people

leader

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

SERMON

Searching for God | Living Water
Rev. Ed Sirya
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and 
the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of 
following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what 
you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to 
me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of 
you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life 
that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I 
am so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so mer-
ciful and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I 
confess that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed by what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I 
thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on 
the cross, and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing 
that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my 
sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my 
heart, with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my 
strength, I shall love something else with all my heart and 
mind and soul and strength. Grant that by loving you first I 
may be liberated from all lesser loves and loyalties and have 
you as my first love, my chief good, and my final joy. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

HYMN

King Of My Heart
John Mark McMillan · Sarah McMillan

Let the King of my heart
Be the mountain where I run,
The fountain I drink from;
Oh, He is my song.

Let the King of my heart
Be the shadow where I hide,
The ransom for my life;
Oh, He is my song.

You are good, 
You are good, oh oh,
You are good, 
You are good, oh oh.

Let the King of my heart
Be the wind inside my sails,
The anchor in the waves;
Oh, He is my song.
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Let the King of my heart
Be the fire inside my veins,
The echo of my days;
Oh he is my song. Chorus

You’re never gonna let, 
You’re never gonna let me down! Chorus

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

King of My Heart (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that (a) the 2021 Annual Meeting of the members 
of Central Presbyterian Church (“Central Church”), a church affiliated 
with the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, and (b) the 2021 Annual 
Meeting of the members of The Trustees of Central Presbyterian Church 
of the City of New York, aka Central Presbyterian Church (“Central 
Corporation”), a New York religious corporation incorporated in 1821 and 
affiliated with Central Church, will be held in the Fellowship Hall on the 
Sixth floor of the Church Building at 1:00pm on Sunday, June 6, 2021.

The purposes of the Annual Meetings are to:

i. present the reports of the various church committees and respond to 
questions;

ii.  in the case of the 2021 Annual Meeting of the members of Central 
     Church, to elect: (a) two elders for terms expiring in 2024, (b) three  
     deacons for terms expiring in 2024, and (c) one deacon for term 
     expiring in 2022;

iii. in the case of the 2021 Annual Meeting of the members of Central  
      Corporation, to elect two trustees for terms expiring in 2024; and

iv.  to transact any other business that may properly come before such  
      meetings.

On behalf of the Session of Central Church, by its Moderator 
and Clerk of Session

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of Central Corporation, 
by its President and Secretary


