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PREPARATION

June 6, 2021 
The 2nd Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“It is a serious thing to live in a society of possible gods and 
goddesses, to remember that the dullest and most uninteresting 
person you can talk to may one day be a creature which, if you 
saw it now, you would be strongly tempted to worship, or else 
a horror or a corruption such as you now meet, if at all, only 
in a nightmare. All day long we are, in some degree, helping 
each other to one or other of these destinations. There are no 
ordinary people. You have never talked to a mere mortal.”
—C. S. Lewis

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Lord God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: merci-
fully accept our prayers, and because through the weakness of 
our mortal nature we can do nothing good without you, grant 
us the help of your grace, that in keeping your commandments 
we may please you both in will and deed; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: 1 Samuel 8:4-20
psalm: Psalm 138
second reading: 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
gospel: Mark 3:20-35

The collect is a prayer 
form that collects 

together the silent 
prayers of all assem-

bled and concentrates 
them into a prayer 

prayed aloud by all.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Charles Wesley · Rowland Hugh Prichard

Love Divine, all loves excelling, Joy of Heav’n, to earth come down,
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, all Thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, Thou art all Compassion, pure, unbounded Love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation, enter ev’ry trembling heart.
 
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit into ev’ry troubled breast!
Let us all in Thee inherit, let us find the promised rest:
Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be;
End of faith, as its Beginning, set our hearts at liberty.
  
Come, Almighty to deliver, let us all Thy life receive;
Suddenly return and never, nevermore Thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing, serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, glory in Thy perfect love.

Finish, then, Thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be:
Let us see Thy great salvation perfectly restored in Thee;
Changed from glory into glory, ‘til in Heav’n we take our place,
‘Til we cast our crowns before Thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise.
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 8

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

When I look at your heavens, the work of your 
fingers,

The moon and the stars, which you have set in 
place,

What is man that you are mindful of him,

And the son of man that you care for him?

Yet you have made him a little lower than the 
heavenly beings

And crowned him with glory and honor.

You have given him dominion over the works of 
your hands;

You have put all things under his feet,

O Lord, our Lord,

How majestic is your name in all the earth!
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HYMN

Be Thou My Vision
Eleanor H. Hull · Tr. Mary E. Byrne · Traditional Irish · Arr. David Allen

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art.
Thou my best Thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my Light.
 
Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son,
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.
 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Thou mine Inheritance, now and always;
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,
High King of Heaven, my Treasure Thou art.
 
High King of Heaven, my victory won,
May I reach Heaven’s joys, O bright Heav’n’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful God, you made us in your image, with minds to 
know you, hearts to love you, and wills to serve you. But our 
knowledge is imperfect, our love inconsistent, and our obedi-
ence incomplete. We refuse to go where you lead us, and we 
fail to grow into your likeness. Have mercy upon us. Forgive us 
and free us from our sin so that we might be renewed in your 
image. We ask in the gracious name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Romans 8:28-29

And we know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to his 
purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son.

leader

all

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

HYMN

Made Me Glad
Miriam Webster

I will bless the Lord forever,
I will trust Him at all times.
He has delivered me from all fear,
He has set my feet upon a rock.
I will not be moved,
And I’ll say of the Lord:

You are my Shield, my Strength,
My Portion, Deliverer,
My Shelter, Strong Tower,
My very present Help in time of need.
 
Whom have I in Heaven but You?
There’s none I desire beside You.
You have made me glad,
And I’ll say of the Lord: Chorus

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
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TESTIMONY OF GOD’S WORK

Twaambo Moyo

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 10:00 AM

Twaambo Moyo

Membership Vows

1 Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in God’s sight 
and without hope for your salvation except through his 
sovereign mercy?

2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus as the Son of God and 
Savior of sinners, and do you receive and rest upon him 
alone for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel?

3. Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, to endeavor to live as becomes a 
follower of Christ?

4. Do you promise to serve Christ and His church by support-
ing this congregation in its worship of God and its ministry 
to others to the best of your ability?

5. Do you promise to accept the spiritual guidance of the 
church, to walk in a spirit of Christian love with this congre-
gation, and to seek those things that make for unity, purity 
and peace?
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OFFERING

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit our website in order 
to give electronically.

OFFERTORY

Good to Me
Audrey Assad

Maria Long & Anabel Witzke, soloists

I put all my hope on the truth of Your promise
And I steady my heart on the ground of Your goodness
When I’m bowed down with sorrow I will lift up Your name
And the foxes in the vineyard will not steal my joy

Because You are good to me, good to me
You are good to me, good to me
You are good to me

And I lift my eyes to the hills where my help is found
Your voice fills the night - raise my head up to hear the sound
Though fires burn all around me I will praise You, my God
And the foxes in the vineyard will not steal my joy Chorus

Your goodness and mercy shall follow me
All my life
I will trust in Your promise Chorus
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THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

2 Corinthians 3:15-18

15Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their 
hearts. 16But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. 
17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom. 18And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the 
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image 
from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the 
Lord who is the Spirit.

SERMON

How to Be Human (Again) | Remade
Rev. Jason Harris
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THE THANKSGIVING

leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and 
the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of 
following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what 
you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to 
me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of 
you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life 
that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I 
am so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so mer-
ciful and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I 
confess that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed by what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I 
thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on 
the cross, and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing 
that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my 
sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my 
heart, with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my 
strength, I shall love something else with all my heart and 
mind and soul and strength. Grant that by loving you first I 
may be liberated from all lesser loves and loyalties and have 
you as my first love, my chief good, and my final joy. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

HYMN

How Great is Our God
Chris Tomlin · Jesse Reeves · Ed Cash

The splendor of a King, clothed in majesty,
Let all the earth rejoice—all the earth rejoice.
He wraps himself in light, and darkness tries to hide,
And trembles at His voice, and trembles at His voice.

How great is our God, sing with me,
How great is our God, and all will see.
How great—how great is our God.

And age to age He stands, and time is in His hands,
Beginning and the End—Beginning and the End.
The Godhead, Three in One, Father, Spirit, Son,
The Lion and the Lamb—the Lion and the Lamb. Chorus

Name above all names, worthy of all praise,
My heart will sing, how great is our God.
Name above all names, worthy of all praise,
My heart will sing, how great is our God. Chorus
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

How Great is Our God (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that (a) the 2021 Annual Meeting of the members 
of Central Presbyterian Church (“Central Church”), a church affiliated 
with the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, and (b) the 2021 Annual 
Meeting of the members of The Trustees of Central Presbyterian Church 
of the City of New York, aka Central Presbyterian Church (“Central 
Corporation”), a New York religious corporation incorporated in 1821 and 
affiliated with Central Church, will be held in the Fellowship Hall on the 
Sixth floor of the Church Building at 1:00pm on Sunday, June 6, 2021.

The purposes of the Annual Meetings are to:

i. present the reports of the various church committees and respond to 
questions;

ii.  in the case of the 2021 Annual Meeting of the members of Central 
     Church, to elect: (a) two elders for terms expiring in 2024, (b) three  
     deacons for terms expiring in 2024, and (c) one deacon for term 
     expiring in 2022;

iii. in the case of the 2021 Annual Meeting of the members of Central  
      Corporation, to elect two trustees for terms expiring in 2024; and

iv.  to transact any other business that may properly come before such  
      meetings.

On behalf of the Session of Central Church, by its Moderator 
and Clerk of Session

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of Central Corporation, 
by its President and Secretary


