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PREPARATION

June 20, 2021 
The 4th Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“This life, therefore, is not righteousness but growth in righ-
teousness, not health but healing, not being but becoming, not 
rest but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be, but we are 
growing toward it. The process is not yet finished but it is going 
on. This is not the end but it is the road. All does not yet gleam 
in glory but all is being purified.”

—Martin Luther

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Graciously hear us, Lord God; and grant that we, to whom you 
have given an earnest desire to pray, may by your mighty aid 
be defended and strengthened in all dangers and adversities; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: 1 Samuel 17:1-49
psalm: Psalm 9:9-20
second reading: 2 Corinthians 6:1-13
gospel: Mark 4:35-41

The collect is a prayer 
form that collects 

together the silent 
prayers of all assem-

bled and concentrates 
them into a prayer 

prayed aloud by all.

file:C:\Users\Jacinth\Dropbox\Bulletins\Devotional\Devotional_Printing_FINAL.docx
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

How Can I Keep From Singing
Robert Lowry

My life flows on in endless song;
Above earth’s lamentation
I hear the sweet though far off hymn
That hails a new creation:
Through all the tumult and the strife
I hear the music ringing;
It finds an echo in my soul—
How can I keep from singing?
 
What though my joys and comforts die?
The Lord my Savior liveth;
What though the darkness gather round!
Songs in the night He giveth:
No storm can shake my inmost calm
While to that refuge clinging;
Since Christ is Lord of Heav’n and earth,
How can I keep from singing?

I lift mine eyes; the cloud grows thin;
I see the blue above it;
And day by day this pathway smooths
Since first I learned to love it:
The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart,
A fountain ever springing:
All things are mine since I am His-
How can I keep from singing?
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Philippians 3:12-14

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

Not that I have already obtained this or am already 
perfect, but I press on to make it my own

Because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 

I do not consider that I have made it my own.

But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies ahead, 

I press on toward the goal 

For the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus.
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HYMN

O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
Aaron Sensman · Arr. Dr. Seth Ward

O for a thousand tongues to sing
My Great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace!

Jesus! the Name that charms our fears,
That bids our sorrows cease;
‘Tis music in the sinner’s ears,
‘Tis life, and health, and peace.

My Gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad,
The honors of Thy name.
 
He breaks the pow’r of canceled sin,
He sets the pris’ner free;
His blood can make the foulest clean;
His blood avails for me.

Look unto Him, ye nations, own
Your God, ye fallen race;
Look, and be saved through faith alone,
Be justified by grace.

O for a thousand tongues to sing
My Great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace!
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of grace, in Jesus Christ, you have imputed my sin to my 
substitute and clothed me in a robe of righteousness, but in my 
daily life I still walk in rags.  Forgive me for my indifference to 
your Word, my selfishness in prayer, my coldness of heart in 
worship, and my callousness towards others.  Even my confes-
sion is stained with sin. I need to repent of my repentance. I 
need my tears to be washed. I have no robe to bring to cover 
my sins, no loom to weave my own righteousness. I am always 
going into the far country, and always returning home as a 
prodigal, always saying ‘Father, forgive me,’ and you are always 
bringing forth the best robe. By your grace, you always justify 
the ungodly.  Grant that I never lose sight of the exceeding 
sinfulness of sin, the exceeding righteousness of salvation, the 
exceeding glory of Christ, the exceeding beauty of holiness, 
and the exceeding wonder of grace, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

2 Corinthians 5:15

Jesus died for all, that those who live might no longer live for 
themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.

leader

all

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

HYMN

Jesus Messiah
Chris Tomlin · Daniel Carson · Ed Cash · Jesse Reeves

He became sin, who knew no sin,
That we might become His righteousness.
He humbled Himself and carried the cross;
Love so amazing!
Love so amazing!

Jesus Messiah, Name above all names,
Blessed Redeemer, Emmanuel.
The rescue for sinners, the ransom from heaven;
Jesus Messiah, Lord of all.

His body the bread, His blood the wine,
Broken and poured out all for love.
The whole earth trembled, and the veil was torn.
Love so amazing!
Love so amazing! Chorus

All our hope is in You; all our hope is in You!
All the glory to you, God, 
The light of the world! Chorus

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
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RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 10:00 AM

Membership Vows

1 Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in God’s sight 
and without hope for your salvation except through his 
sovereign mercy?

2 Do you believe in the Lord Jesus as the Son of God and 
Savior of sinners, and do you receive and rest upon him 
alone for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel?

3 Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, to endeavor to live as becomes a 
follower of Christ?

4 Do you promise to serve Christ and His church by support-
ing this congregation in its worship of God and its ministry 
to others to the best of your ability?

5 Do you promise to accept the spiritual guidance of the 
church, to walk in a spirit of Christian love with this congre-
gation, and to seek those things that make for unity, purity 
and peace?

Congregational Vow

Will you, the members of this congregation and witnesses of 
these vows, acting on behalf of yourself and as representatives 
of the whole body of Christ, do everything within your power 
to encourage these new members to grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ?
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Ellianna Charles Sutton 11:30 AM
Daughter of Thomas and Andie Sutton

Baptismal Vows

1 Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood 
of Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?

2 Do you claim God’s covenant promises on her behalf, and 
do you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for your child’s 
salvation, as you do for your own?

3 Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and 
promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will 
endeavor to set before her a godly example, that you will 
pray with and for her, that you will teach her the truths of the 
Christian faith, and that you will strive, by all the means of 
God’s appointment, to bring your child up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord?

Congregational Vow

1 Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of 
assisting these parents in the Christian nurture of their child?

OFFERING

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 

http://centralchurchnyc.org/give
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OFFERTORY

Christ Our Hope In Life And Death
Keith Getty · Matt Boswell · Jordan Kauflin · Matt Merker · Matt Papa

Soloist: Pamela Brumley

What is our hope in life and death?
Christ alone, Christ alone
What is our only confidence?
That our souls to Him belong
Who holds our days within His hand?
What comes, apart from His command?
And what will keep us to the end?
The love of Christ, in which we stand

O sing hallelujah!
Our hope springs eternal
O sing hallelujah!
Now and ever we confess
Christ our hope in life and death

What truth can calm the troubled soul?
God is good, God is good
Where is His grace and goodness known?
In our great Redeemer’s blood
Who holds our faith when fears arise?
Who stands above the stormy trial?
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh
Unto the shore, the rock of Christ? Chorus

Unto the grave, what will we sing?
“Christ, He lives; Christ, He lives!”
And what reward will heaven bring?
Everlasting life with Him
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SCRIPTURE READING

Colossians 3:1-4

1If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that 
are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set 
your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 
earth. 3For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. 4When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will 
appear with him in glory.

SERMON

How to Be Human (Again) | Change
Rev. Jason Harris

And we will rise to meet the Lord
Then sin and death will be destroyed
And we will feast in endless joy
When Christ is ours forevermore Chorus

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment

Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

HYMN

Divine Exchange
 Charity Gayle

On the cross hung my pain
And the guilt and the shame.
Jesus bore my suffering
To the grave to make me free.

Oh the blood that was shed,
It now flows to cover sin.
It washes clean and purifies
In its healing crimson tide.

Jesus, He took my place in divine exchange;
Hallelujah! Grace is mine.
Now I will live by faith for the One who saves.
He gave all to give me life.

His Spirit is my present help;
I’d be lost all by myself.
He resurrects; He sanctifies.
He takes His power and makes it mine. Chorus
I lay down all lesser things for greater gain;
He is alive inside of me. Chorus
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Divine Exchange (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


