PREPARATION
July 18th, 2021
The 8th Sunday After Pentecost
WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“Kintsugi theology is the theology, I believe, of the new
creation. Christ’s wounds are still with him in post-resurrection
glory. Therefore we can assume that all that we go through—
even the fractures we go through—remain in some way to
glorify God and, in fact, may create new parts of the new
creation. We don’t understand this but it is a mystery worth
thinking about.”
—Makoto Fujimura
And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am
making all things new.”
—Revelation 21:5
COLLECT OF THE DAY

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good
things, graft in our hearts the love of your Name, increase in
us true religion, nourish us with all goodness, and so by your
mercy keep us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-14a
psalm: Psalm 89:20-37
second reading: Ephesians 2:11-22
gospel: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
1

ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

How Firm a Foundation
Traditional American

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word.
What more can He say, than to you He hath said;
To you, who for refuge to Jesus have fled?
“Fear not, I am with thee, oh be not dismayed,
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid.
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.”
“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply.
The flame shall not hurt thee, I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.”
“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to His foes.
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I'll never, no never, no never forsake.”
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 36
leader

Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness to the clouds.

people

Your righteousness is like the mountains of God;
your judgments are like the great deep; man and
beast you save, O Lord.

leader

How precious is your steadfast love, O God! The
children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of
your wings.

people

They feast on the abundance of your house,
and you give them drink from the river of your
delights. For with you is the fountain of life; in
your light do we see light.
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HYMN

Lord, I Need You
Matt Maher

Lord, I come, I confess,
Bowing here I find my rest.
Without You I fall apart,
You're the One that guides my heart.
Lord, I need You, oh, I need You,
Ev’ry hour, I need You;
My One Defense, my Righteousness,
Oh God, how I need You!
Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more,
Where grace is found, is where You are;
And where You are, Lord, I am free,
Holiness is Christ in me. Chorus
Teach my song to rise to You,
When temptation comes my way;
And when I cannot stand, I'll fall on You.
Jesus, You're my hope and stay. Chorus
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of Glory, you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world,
to reveal your love for all people. We confess that our sin and
pride hide the brightness of your light. We turn away from the
poor; we ignore cries for justice; we do not strive for peace. In
your mercy, cleanse us of our sin, and baptize us once again
with your Spirit, that, forgiven and renewed, we may show
forth your glory shining in the face of Jesus Christ. Amen.
SILENT CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE

2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old
has passed away; behold, the new has come.
leader

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

all

Thanks be to God!

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

all

And also with you.
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HYMN

O Praise the Name
Dean Usher · Marty Sampson · Benjamin Hastings

I cast my mind to Calvary,
Where Jesus bled and died for me.
I see His wounds, His hands, His feet.
My Savior on that cursed tree.
His body bound and drenched in tears,
They laid Him down in Joseph’s tomb.
The entrance sealed by heavy stone,
Messiah still and all alone.
O praise the Name of the Lord our God!
O praise His Name forever more!
For endless days we will sing Your praise,
O Lord, O Lord our God!
Then on the third at break of dawn,
The Son of Heaven rose again.
O trampled death where is your sting?
The angels roar for Christ the King! Chorus
He shall return in robes of white,
The Blazing Son shall pierce the night.
And I will rise among the saints,
My gaze transfixed on Jesus’ face. Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
Born of the Virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic Church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city,
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.
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OFFERING
Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically.
OFFERTORY

Shifting Sand
Caedmon’s Call

Sometimes I believe all the lies
So I can do the things I should despise
And every day I am swayed
By whatever is on my mind
I hear it all depends on my faith
So I'm feeling precarious
The only problem I have with these mysteries
Is they're so mysterious
And like a consumer I've been thinking
If I could just get a bit more
More than my 15 minutes of faith
Then I'd be secure
My faith is like shifting sand
Changed by every wave
My faith is like shifting sand
So I stand on grace
I've begged you for some proof
For my Thomas eyes to see
A slithering staff, a leperous hand
And lions resting lazily
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A glimpse of your back-side glory
And this soaked altar going ablaze
But you know I've seen so much
I explained it away Chorus
Waters rose as my doubts reigned
My sand-castle faith, it slipped away
Found myself standing on your grace
It'd been there all the time Chorus
THE DOXOLOGY
Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

Philippians 4:1-9
Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and
crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved.
1

I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord.
Yes, I ask you also, true companion, help these women, who
have labored side by side with me in the gospel together with
Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in
the book of life.
2
3

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5Let your
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do
not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus. 8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever
is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things. 9What you have
learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these
things, and the God of peace will be with you.
4
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SERMON

God’s Kintsugi World
Rev. Luke Miedema

THE THANKSGIVING

leader

Lift up your hearts.

people

We lift them up to the Lord.

leader

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

people

It is right to give him thanks and
praise.

leader

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that
we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father,
Almighty and Everlasting God.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent,
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.
Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as
Savior and Lord. Amen.
Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart,
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love,
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever,
Amen.
HYMN

How Great Thou Art
Carl Gustav Boberg · Traditional Swedish

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made,
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed,
Then sings my soul, my Savior, God, to Thee;
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior, God, to Thee;
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
And when I think that God, His Son not sparing,
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in;
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin, Chorus
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration,
And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art! Chorus
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

all

Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

How Great Thou Art (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

14

