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PREPARATION

August 1st, 2021 
The 10th Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“We are closest to God when we acknowledge our despair 
and need rather than boast of our capacity to understand and 
believe, but cannot know our real despair and need until our 
inward eyes are first opened to the glorious grace and incom-
parable love that we see in the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.” 

—Donald Bloesch

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Grant us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always such 
things as are right, that we who cannot do anything that is good 
without you, may in your strength be able to live according to 
your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: 2 Samuel 11:26 - 12:13a
psalm: Psalm 51:1-12
second reading: Ephesians 4:1-16
gospel: John 6:24-35

The collect is a prayer 
form that collects 

together the silent 
prayers of all assem-

bled and concentrates 
them into a prayer 

prayed aloud by all.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Be Thou My Vision
Eleanor H. Hull · Tr. Mary E. Byrne · Traditional Irish · Arr. David Allen

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art.
Thou my best Thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my Light.
 
Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son,
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.
 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Thou mine Inheritance, now and always;
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,
High King of Heaven, my Treasure Thou art.
 
High King of Heaven, my victory won,
May I reach Heaven’s joys, O bright Heav'n’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Ephesians 2:4-10

leader

people

leader

people

Because of his great love for us, God, who is rich 
in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when 
we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you 
have been saved. 

And God raised us up with Christ and seated us 
with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 
in order that in the coming ages he might show 
the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed 
in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. 

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.
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HYMN

Divine Exchange
Charity Gayle

On the cross hung my pain
And the guilt and the shame.
Jesus bore my suffering
To the grave to make me free.

Oh the blood that was shed,
It now flows to cover sin.
It washes clean and purifies
In its healing crimson tide.

Jesus, He took my place in divine exchange;
Hallelujah! Grace is mine.
Now I will live by faith for the One who saves.
He gave all to give me life.

His Spirit is my present help;
I'd be lost all by myself.
He resurrects; He sanctifies.
He takes His power and makes it mine. Chorus

I lay down all lesser things for greater gain;
He is alive inside of me. Chorus
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Lord God, you have identified with our deep feelings of 
abandonment and despair, through the will of the Father, the 
life of the Son, and the work of the Spirit. We confess that we 
have been tempted to respond to your redemptive descent 
into our humanity and your costly sacrifice on our behalf 
with doubt and indifference. We have focused on our despair 
and discouragement and turned away from your costly grace. 
Forgive us, Lord. Help us to rejoice in the living hope we have 
through Christ. To God be the glory. Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Romans 8:1-2

There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 
because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life 
has set you free from the law of sin and death. 

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us
 Stuart Townend · Bruce Greer

How deep the Father's love for us,
How vast beyond all measure,
That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss,
The Father turns His face away,
As wounds which mar the Chosen One,
Bring many sons to glory.
 
Behold the Man upon a cross,
My sin upon His shoulders;
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished;
His dying breath has brought me life,
I know that it is finished.
 
I will not boast in anything,
No gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom,
But I will boast in Jesus Christ,
His death and resurrection.
Why should I gain from His reward?
I cannot give an answer.
But this I know with all my heart:
His wounds have paid my ransom.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
The only Son of God, 
Eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
True God from true God, 
Begotten, not made, 
Of one Being with the Father. 
Through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
 He came down from heaven: 
 By the power of the Holy Spirit 
 He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was  
  made man. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 He suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day He rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
  dead, 
 And His kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 
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He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 

OFFERTORY

My Heart is Filled with Thankfulness
Keith Getty · Stuart Townend

My heart is filled with thankfulness
To Him who bore my pain,
Who plumbed the depths of my disgrace,
And gave me life again.
Who crushed my curse of sinfulness,
And clothed me in His light,
And wrote his law of righteousness
With power upon my heart.

My heart is filled with thankfulness
To Him who walks beside,
Who floods my weaknesses with strength,
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And causes fears to fly.
Whose every promise is enough
For every step I take,
Sustaining me with arms of love,
And crowning me with grace.

My heart is filled with thankfulness
To Him who reigns above,
Whose wisdom is my perfect peace,
Whose every thought is love.
For every day I have on earth
Is given by the King:
So I will give my life, my all,
To love and follow Him.

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

Psalm 22

1My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so 
far from saving me, so far from my cries of anguish? 2My God, 
I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, but I find no 
rest. 3Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the one 
Israel praises. 4In you our ancestors put their trust; they trusted 
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and you delivered them. 5To you they cried out and were saved; 
in you they trusted and were not put to shame. 

6But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by everyone, despised 
by the people. 7All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, 
shaking their heads. 8“He trusts in the Lord,” they say, “let the 
Lord rescue him. Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.” 
9Yet you brought me out of the womb; you made me trust in you, 
even at my mother’s breast. 10From birth I was cast on you; from 
my mother’s womb you have been my God. 11Do not be far from 
me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help. 

12Many bulls surround me; strong bulls of Bashan encircle me.
13Roaring lions that tear their prey, open their mouths wide 
against me. 14I am poured out like water, and all my bones are 
out of joint. My heart has turned to wax; it has melted within 
me. 15My mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks 
to the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death.

16Dogs surround me, a pack of villains encircles me; they pierce 
my hands and my feet. 17All my bones are on display; people 
stare and gloat over me. 18They divide my clothes among them 
and cast lots for my garment. 

19But you, Lord, do not be far from me. You are my strength; 
come quickly to help me. 20Deliver me from the sword, my 
precious life from the power of the dogs. 21Rescue me from the 
mouth of the lions; save me from the horns of the wild oxen.

22I will declare your name to my people; in the assembly I will praise 
you. 23You who fear the Lord, praise him! All you descendants 
of Jacob, honor him! Revere him, all you descendants of Israel! 
24For he has not despised or scorned the suffering of the afflicted 
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SERMON

The Psalm of the Cross: “He has Done It!”
Rev. Doug Webster

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

one; he has not hidden his face from him, but has listened to his 
cry for help. 25From you comes the theme of my praise in the 
great assembly; before those who fear you I will fulfill my vows. 
26The poor will eat and be satisfied; those who seek the Lord will 
praise him—may your hearts live forever! 27All the ends of the 
earth will remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families 
of the nations will bow down before him, 28for dominion belongs 
to the Lord and he rules over the nations.

29All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; all who go 
down to the dust will kneel before him—those who cannot keep 
themselves alive.  30Posterity will serve him; future generations will 
be told about the Lord. 31They will proclaim his righteousness, 
declaring to a people yet unborn: He has done it!
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment

Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

HYMN

King Of My Heart
John Mark McMillan · Sarah McMillan

Let the King of my heart
Be the mountain where I run,
The fountain I drink from;
Oh, He is my song.

Let the King of my heart
Be the shadow where I hide,
The ransom for my life;
Oh, He is my song.

You are good, 
You are good, oh oh,
You are good, 
You are good, oh oh.

Let the King of my heart
Be the wind inside my sails,
The anchor in the waves;
Oh, He is my song.
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

King of My Heart (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!

Let the King of my heart
Be the fire inside my veins,
The echo of my days;
Oh he is my song. Chorus

You’re never gonna let, 
You’re never gonna let me down! Chorus


