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PREPARATION

August 8, 2021 
The 11th Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“The way of the Christian leader is not the way of upward mobility in which our 
world has invested so much, but the way of downward mobility ending on the 
cross.” 
—Henri Nouwen

“The pious community permits no one to be a sinner. Hence all have to conceal 
their sins from themselves and from the community. We are not allowed to be 
sinners. Many Christians would be unimaginably horrified if a real sinner were 
suddenly to turn up among the pious. So we remain alone with our sin, trapped 
in lies  and hypocrisy, for we are in fact sinners. But the grace of the gospel, 
which is so hard for the pious to comprehend, confronts us with the truth. 
It  says to us, you are a sinner, a great, unholy sinner. Now come, as the sinner 
that you are, to you God who loves you. For God wants you as you are... You 
cannot hide from God. The mask you wear in the presence of other people won't 
get you anywhere in the presence of God. God wants to see as you are, wants 
to be gracious to you. You do not have to go on lying to yourself and to other 
Christians as if you were without sin. You are allowed to be a sinner... Jesus came 
to cleanse sinners.” 
— Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Let your merciful ears, Lord God, be open to the prayers of your people; and so 
that they may obtain their petitions, make them to ask such things as will please 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33
psalm: Psalm 130
second reading: Ephesians 4:25-5:2
gospel: John 6:35, 41-51

The collect is a prayer 
form that collects 

together the silent 
prayers of all assem-

bled and concentrates 
them into a prayer 

prayed aloud by all.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

God So Loved
We The Kingdom

Come all you weary
Come all you thirsty
Come to the well
That never runs dry
Drink of the Water
Come and thirst no more

Come all you sinners
Come find His mercy
Come to the table
He will satisfy
Taste of His goodness
Find what you’re looking for

For God so loved
The world that He gave us
His one and only
Son to save us
Whoever believes in Him
Will live forever
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Bring all your failures
Bring your addictions
Come lay them down
At the foot of the cross
Jesus is waiting there
With open arms Chorus

The power of Hell 
Forever defeated 
Now it is well 
I’m walking in freedom 
For God so loved 
God so loved the world

Praise God 
Praise God 
From whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him 
Praise Him 
For the wonders of His love
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Isaiah 55

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; 
and the one who has no money, come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk without money and 
with price. 

Why do you spend your money for that which is 
not bread,

And your labor for that which does not satisfy?

Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and 
delight yourselves in rich food. 

Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your 
soul may live.
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HYMN

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
Traditional Welsh · Walter C. Smith

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes.
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise.
 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might;
Thy justice, like mountains, high soaring above,
Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.
 
To all life Thou givest, to both great and small;
In all life Thou livest, the true life of all.
Thy wisdom so boundless, Thy mercy so free,
Eternal Thy goodness for naught changeth Thee.
 
Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight;
All praise we would render; O help us to see
’Tis only the splendor of light hideth Thee!
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Lord God, we have given more weight to our successes and 
our happiness than to your will. We have eaten without a 
thought for the hungry. We have spoken without an effort to 
understand others. We have kept silence instead of telling the 
truth. We have judged others, forgetful that you alone are the 
Judge.We have acted in accordance with our opinions rather 
than according to your commands. Within your church we 
have been slow to practice love of our neighbors. And in the 
world we have not been your faithful servants. Forgive us and 
help us to live as disciples of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior. 
Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Psalm 103:8-13

The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding 
in steadfast love. He will not always accuse, nor will he keep his 
anger forever. He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor 
repay us according to our iniquities. For as the heavens are high 
above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who 
fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far he removes 
our transgressions from us. As a father has compassion for his 
children, so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him. 

leader

all

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

HYMN

May the Mind of Christ My Savior
 Kate B. Wilkinson · A. Cyril Barham-Gould

May the mind of Christ my Savior
Live in me from day to day,
By His love and pow'r controlling
All I do and say.
 
May the word of Christ dwell richly
In my heart from hour to hour,
So that all may see I triumph
Only through His pow'r.
 
May the peace of Christ my Savior
Rule my life in ev'rything,
That I may be calm to comfort
Sick and sorrowing.
 
May the love of Jesus fill me,
As the waters fill the sea;
Him exalting, self abasing,
This is victory.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.



8

PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven, 

And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The holy catholic Church, 
The communion of saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 
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OFFERTORY

Fresh Wind
Matt Crocker · Ben Fielding · Brooke Ligertwood  · David Ware

Spirit sound
Rushing wind
Fire of God fall within
Holy Ghost
Breathe on us we pray

As we repent
Turn from sin
Revival embers smouldering
Breath of God
Fan us into flame

We need a fresh wind
The fragrance of heaven
Pour Your Spirit out
Pour Your Spirit out

For hearts that burn
With holy fear
Purified in faith and deed
Refiner’s fire
Strengthen what remains

So we the church
Who bear Your light
Lamp aflame
City bright
King and kingdom come
Is what we pray Chorus
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A holy anointing
The power of Your presence
Pour Your Spirit out
Pour Your Spirit out

Let all the redeemed
Prophesy and sing
We can hear the wind
Blowing blowing blowing
Move upon our praise
Sons and daughters sing
We can hear the wind
Blowing blowing blowing

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

John 13:1-17

1Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his 
hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
2During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart 
of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, 3Jesus, knowing 
that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he 
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had come from God and was going back to God, 4rose from 
supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, 
tied it around his waist. 5Then he poured water into a basin and 
began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel 
that was wrapped around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who 
said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered him, 
“What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward 
you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You shall never wash 
my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have 
no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet 
only but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “The 
one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, 
but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of 
you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, 
“Not all of you are clean.”

12When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments 
and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand 
what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord, and 
you are right, for so I am. 14If I then, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's 
feet. 15For I have given you an example, that you also should do 
just as I have done to you. 16Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is 
not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the 
one who sent him. 17If you know these things, blessed are you if 
you do them.



12

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

SERMON

The Posture of the Christian
Rev. Robert Cunningham
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment

Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

HYMN

King of Kings
Geoff Bullock

In the darkness we were waiting
Without hope without light
Till from heaven you came running
There was mercy in your eyes.
To fulfill the law and prophets
To a virgin came the Word.
From a throne of endless glory
To a cradle in the dirt.

Praise the Father.
Praise the Son.
Praise the Spirit Three in One.
God of glory, Majesty
Praise forever to the King of Kings.

To reveal the kingdom coming
And to reconcile the lost.
To redeem the whole creation
You did not despise the cross.
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For even in your suffering
You saw to the other side.
Knowing this was our salvation
Jesus for our sake you died. Chorus

And the morning that you rose
All of heaven held its breath.
Till that stone was moved for good
For the lamb had conquered death.
And the dead rose from their tombs
And the angels stood in awe
For the souls of all who’d come
To the Father are restored.

And the Church of Christ was born
Then the Spirit lit the flame
Now this gospel truth of old
Shall not kneel shall not faint.
By His blood and in His Name
In His freedom I am free.
For the love of Jesus Christ
Who has resurrected me. Chorus
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

King of Kings (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


