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PREPARATION

August 15, 2021 
The 12th Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“Because children have abounding vitality, because they are in spirit fierce 
and free, therefore they want things repeated and unchanged. They always 
say, ‘Do it again’; and the grown-up person does it again until he is nearly 
dead. For grown-up people are not strong enough to exult in monotony. 
But perhaps God is strong enough to exult in monotony. It is possible 
that God says every morning, ‘Do it again’ to the sun; and every evening, 
‘Do it again’ to the moon. It may not be automatic necessity that makes 
all daisies alike; it may be that God makes every daisy separately, but has 
never got tired of making them. It may be that He has the eternal appetite 
of infancy; for we have sinned and grown old, and our Father is younger 
than we.” 

—G.K. Chesterton

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Lord God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy 
and pity: Give us such a measure of your grace that we, running to your 
promises, may share in your heavenly treasures; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14
psalm: Psalm 111
second reading: Ephesians 5:15-20
gospel: John 6:51-58

The collect is a prayer 
form that collects 

together the silent 
prayers of all assem-

bled and concentrates 
them into a prayer 

prayed aloud by all.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
Joachim Neander · Catherine Winkworth · Christy Nockels · Arr. Seth Ward

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation!
O my soul praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near;
Praise Him in glad adoration!
 
Praise to the Lord, Who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth.
Shelters thee under His wings, yea so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e'er have been
Granted in what He ordaineth?
 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
 
Praise to the Lord, Who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee.
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,
If in His love He befriend thee. Chorus

Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen sound from His people again;
Gladly, for aye, we adore Him. Chorus
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

PSALM 118

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for he is good

His steadfast love endures forever!

Let the sons and daughters of God say,

“His steadfast love endures forever!”

This is the day the Lord has made.

Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
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HYMN

I Will Rise
Chris Tomlin

There's a peace I've come to know,
Though my heart and flesh may fail.
There's an anchor for my soul;
I can say, "It is well!”
Jesus has overcome,
And the grave is overwhelmed.
The victory is won,
He is risen from the dead.

And I will rise when He calls my name,
No more sorrow, no more pain.
I will rise on eagles' wings
Before my God, fall on my knees
And rise. I will rise!

There's a day that's drawing near,
When this darkness breaks to light,
And the shadows disappear,
And my faith shall be my eyes.
Jesus has overcome,
And the grave is overwhelmed.
The victory is won,
He is risen from the dead. Chorus

And I hear the voice of many angels sing,
"Worthy is the Lamb!"
And I hear the cry of ev’ry longing heart,
"Worthy is the Lamb!" Chorus
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Lord, we are like sheep:
we turn away from you
and go our own way.
We forget the needs of our neighbors
and do not love you above all else.
We need a Savior, so we long for Jesus.
Forgive us and fill us again with the joy
of your love and salvation.
Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Psalm 103:11-12

For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his 
steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is 
from the west, so far he removes our transgressions from us. 

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!



6

HYMN

Lord, I Need You
 Matt Maher

Lord, I come, I confess,
Bowing here I find my rest.
Without You I fall apart,
You're the One that guides my heart.

Lord, I need You, oh, I need You,
Ev’ry hour, I need You;
My One Defense, my Righteousness,
Oh God, how I need You!

Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more,
Where grace is found, is where You are;
And where You are, Lord, I am free,
Holiness is Christ in me. Chorus

Teach my song to rise to You,
When temptation comes my way;
And when I cannot stand, I'll fall on You.
Jesus, You're my hope and stay. Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven, 

And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The holy catholic Church, 
The communion of saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 
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OFFERTORY

Wonderful, Merciful Savior
Dawn Rogers · Eric Wyse

Wonderful, merciful Savior,
Precious Redeemer, and Friend,
Who would have thought that a Lamb
Could rescue the souls of men?
Oh, You rescue the souls of men.
 
Counselor, Comforter, Keeper,
Spirit we long to embrace,
You offer hope when our hearts have
Hopelessly lost the way.
Oh, we hopelessly lost the way.
 
You are the One that we praise,
You are the One we adore,
You give the healing and grace,
Our hearts always hunger for.
Oh, our hearts always hunger for.
 
Almighty, infinite Father,
Faithfully loving Your own.
Here in our weakness You find us
Falling before Your throne.
Oh, we're falling before Your throne. Chorus



9

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

Mark 10:13-16

13And they were bringing children to him that he might touch 
them, and the disciples rebuked them. 14But when Jesus saw it, 
he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to 
me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of 
God. 15Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom 
of God like a child shall not enter it.” 16And he took them in his 
arms and blessed them, laying his hands on them.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

SERMON

The Upside-Down Kingdom | Where the Children 
are Blessed
Rev. Chris Hildebrand
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment

Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

HYMN

We Will Feast
Sandra McCracken · Joshua Moore

We will feast in the house of Zion!
We will sing with our hearts restored!
He has done great things, we will say together. 
We will feast and weep no more! 

We will not be burned by the fire; 
He is the Lord our God. 
We are not consumed, by the flood;
Upheld, protected, gathered up. Chorus

In the dark of night, before the dawn
My soul, be not afraid.
For the promised morning, oh how long? 
Oh, God of Jacob, be my strength. Chorus

Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed,
You are the Faithful one.
And from the garden to the grave, 
Bind us together, bring shalom. Chorus
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

We Will Feast (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


