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PREPARATION

August 22, 2021 
The 13th Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

"Jesus' metaphor, kingdom of God, defines the world in which we live. We 
live in a world where Christ is King. If Christ is King, everything, quite 
literally, every thing and every one, has to be re-imagined, re-configured, 
re-oriented to a way of life that consists in an obedient following of Jesus. 
This is not easy. It is not accomplished by participating in a prayer meet-
ing or two, or signing up for a seven-step course in discipleship at school 
or church, or attending an annual prayer breakfast. A total renovation of 
our imagination, our way of looking at things—what Jesus commanded in 
his no-nonsense imperative, 'Repent!'—is required."

—Eugene Peterson

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we 
to pray, and constantly give more than either we desire or deserve; Pour 
down on us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of 
which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things which we 
dare not presume to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus 
Christ, your Son our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: 1 Kings 8:1,6,10-11, 22-30, 41-43
psalm: Psalm 84
second reading: Ephesians 6:10-20
gospel: John 6:56-69

The collect is a prayer 
form that collects 

together the silent 
prayers of all assem-

bled and concentrates 
them into a prayer 

prayed aloud by all.

file:C:\Users\Jacinth\Dropbox\Bulletins\Devotional\Devotional_Printing_FINAL.docx
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

O Worship The King
Robert Grant · William Gardiner

O worship the King, all glorious above,
And gratefully sing His wonderful love.
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days,
Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.
 
O tell of His might, and sing of His grace,
Whose robe is the light and canopy space.
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm.
 
Love lifted me, Love lifted me.
When nothing else could help, Love lifted me.
Love lifted me, Love lifted me.
When nothing else could help, Love lifted me.

O Measureless Might, Ineffable Love,
While angels delight to worship above.
Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end,
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend. Chorus
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

PSALM 18

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my 
deliverer. He is my shield, the horn of my salvation, 
and my stronghold.

I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be 
praised, so I shall be saved from my enemies.

In my distress I called upon the Lord; to my God I 
cried for help.

He brought me out into a broad place;
he delivered me, because he delighted in me.

Our God—his way is perfect; his promise proves 
true; he is a shield for all who take refuge in him.

And we praise him for he is good!
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HYMN

Be Thou My Vision
Eleanor H. Hull · Tr. Mary E. Byrne · Traditional Irish · Arr. David Allen

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art.
Thou my best Thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my Light.
 
Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son,
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.
 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Thou mine Inheritance, now and always;
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,
High King of Heaven, my Treasure Thou art.
 
High King of Heaven, my victory won,
May I reach Heaven’s joys, O bright Heav'n’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful and patient God, we confess that we still live in fear 
and doubt, even though we have been touched by your saving 
grace. You call us to live with courage and perseverance, yet we 
give up too easily and opt for the safer route. You encourage us 
to be bold in our faith and steadfast in our fight for justice,
yet we remain silent in the face of inequality and violence. 
Forgive us for all the times we have sought our own way rather 
than yours. Renew our lives through your mercy and grace. 
Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Based on Psalm 51

The Lord is kind and merciful. By his Spirit, he does not cast you 
from his presence but creates in you a new heart and restores 
in you the joy of his salvation in Jesus Christ. Believe and be at 
peace!
 
leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Nothing But The Blood Of Jesus
Robert Lowry · Dr. Seth Ward 

What can wash away my sins?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
What can make me whole again?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

O precious is the flow that makes me white as snow!
No other Fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus.

For my pardon this my plea:
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
For my cleansing this my plea:
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. Chorus

This is all my hope and peace:
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
This is all my righteousness:
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven, 

And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The holy catholic Church, 
The communion of saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 

http://centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.
http://centralchurchnyc.org/give
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OFFERTORY

With You
Christopher Joel Brown · Steven Furtick · Tiffany Hammer · Eric Wyse

Soloist, Erika Toderic Marks

Beneath the surface
Of my anxious imagination
Beckons a calmness
That is found in You alone
It washes over
Every doubt, every imperfection
Jesus, Your presence
Is the comfort of my soul

There's nowhere I'd rather be
When You're singing over me
I just wanna be here with You
I'm lost in Your mystery
I'm found in Your love for me
I just wanna be here with You

Here in the waiting
I won't worry about tomorrow
No need to focus
On the things I can't control
All my attention
On the wonder of this moment
Jesus, Your presence
Is the comfort of my soul Chorus

So let all that I am
Be consumed with who You are
Oh, the glory of Your presence
What more could I ask for? Chorus
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THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

Mark 10:35-45

35And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and 
said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask 
of you.” 36And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for 
you?” 37And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right 
hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38Jesus said to them, 
“You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the 
cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which 
I am baptized?” 39And they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus 
said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the 
baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 40but 
to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it 
is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 41And when the ten 
heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 42And 
Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those 
who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and 
their great ones exercise authority over them. 43But it shall not be 
so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be 
your servant, 44and whoever would be first among you must be 
slave of all. 45For even the Son of Man came not to be served but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

SERMON

The Upside-Down Kingdom | Where the Least are 
the Greatest
Rev. Chris Hildebrand
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment

Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

HYMN

Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed
Isaac Watts · Traditional Irish Tune

Alas! and did my savior bleed, and did my Sovereign die?
Would He devote that sacred head for sinners such as I?
Was it for crimes that I have done He groaned upon the tree?
Amazing pity! Grace unknown! and love beyond degree!

Well might the sun in darkness hide and shut his glories in
When Christ, the mighty Maker, died for man, the creature's sin.
Thus might I hide my blushing face while His dear cross appears,
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness, and melt my eyes in tears.

But drops of grief can ne'er repay the debt of love I owe:
Here, Lord, I give myself away, 'tis all that I can do.
Alas! and did my Savior bleed and did my Sovereign die?
Would He devote that sacred head for sinners such as I?
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


