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PREPARATION

August 29, 2021 
The 14th Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“The principle runs through all life from top to bottom. Give up yourself, 
and you will find your real self. Lose your life and you will save it. Submit 
to death, death of your ambitions and favorite wishes every day and death 
of your whole body in the end; submit with every fiber of your being, and 
you will find eternal life. Keep back nothing. Nothing that you have not 
given away will ever be really yours. Nothing in you that has not died will 
ever be raised from the dead. Look for yourself and you will find in the 
long run only hatred, loneliness, despair, rage, ruin and decay. But look 
for Christ and you will find Him, and with Him everything else thrown 
in.”

—C.S. Lewis

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Merciful God, it is by your gift alone that your faithful people offer you 
true and acceptable service; Grant that we may so run to you and faithfully 
serve you in this life that we fail not finally to obtain your heavenly 
promises; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9
psalm: Psalm 15
second reading: James 1:17-27
gospel: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

The collect is a prayer 
form that collects 

together the silent 
prayers of all assem-

bled and concentrates 
them into a prayer 

prayed aloud by all.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
Aaron Sensman · Arr. Dr. Seth Ward

O for a thousand tongues to sing
My Great Redeemer's praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace!

Jesus! the Name that charms our fears,
That bids our sorrows cease;
'Tis music in the sinner's ears,
'Tis life, and health, and peace.
 
My Gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad,
The honors of Thy name.
 
He breaks the pow'r of canceled sin,
He sets the pris’ner free;
His blood can make the foulest clean;
His blood avails for me.

Look unto Him, ye nations, own
Your God, ye fallen race;
Look, and be saved through faith alone,
Be justified by grace.



3

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

PSALM 34

leader

people

leader

people

What shall we return to the Lord
for all the good things God has done for us?

We will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the Lord.

O Praise the Lord with me,

Let us exalt God’s name together.
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HYMN

Before the Throne of God Above
Charities Lees Bancroft · Vikki Cook

Before the throne of God above 
I have a strong and perfect plea.
A great, High Priest, Whose Name is Love; 
Who ever lives and pleads for me.

My name is graven on His hands, 
My name is written on His heart.
I know that while in Heaven He stands,
No tongue can bid me thence depart.
 
When Satan tempts me to despair 
And tells me of the guilt within,
Upward I look and see Him there, 
Who made an end of all my sin.

Because the sinless Savior died,
My sinful soul is counted free.
For God the Just is satisfied 
To look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there, the Risen Lamb, 
My Perfect, Spotless Righteousness,
The Great, Unchangeable I AM, 
The King of Glory and of Grace.

One with Himself, I cannot die; 
My soul is purchased by His blood,
My life is hid with Christ on high, 
With Christ, my Savior and my God!
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we fail you and too easily 
side with those who reject your word. We avoid sharing the 
pain of your suffering, and do not trust and hope in you. We 
are afraid to be known as those who belong to you, and do 
not look to you to save us. We ask for your mercy, help, and 
forgiveness. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Psalm 145:13-14

The LORD is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his 
deeds. The LORD upholds all who are falling, and raises up all 
who are bowed down.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

For All The Saints
William W. How · Ralph Vaughan Williams

For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy Name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress, and their Might;
Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well-fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true Light.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day;
The saints triumphant rise in bright array;
The King of Glory passes on His way.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost,
Alleluia! Alleluia!

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 10:00 AM

Etienne Heero Hacquebord
Child of Jacques & Siri Hacquebord

Baptismal Vows

1 Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood 
of Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?
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2 Do you claim God’s covenant promises on Etienne's behalf, 
and do you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for your 
child’s salvation, as you do for your own?

3 Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and 
promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will 
endeavor to set before Etienne a godly example, that you will 
pray with and for Etienne, that you will teach Etienne the 
truths of the Christian faith, and that you will strive, by all 
the means of God’s appointment, to bring your child up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord?

Congregational Vow

1 Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of 
assisting these parents in the Christian nurture of their child?

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF 
DEACON 11:30 AM

Ordination Vows
1. Do you reaffirm your faith in Jesus Christ as your own 

personal Lord and Savior? 

2. Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments to be the Word of God, totally trustworthy, fully 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, the supreme, final, and the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice? 

3. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Westminster 
Confession of Faith and the Catechisms of this Church, 
as containing the system of doctrine taught in the Holy 
Scriptures? 

4. Do you promise that if at any time you find yourself out of 
accord with the system of doctrine as taught in the Scriptures 
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and as contained in the Westminster Confession of Faith 
and the Catechisms of this Church you will on your own 
initiative make known to your Church Session the change 
which has taken place in your views since the assumption of 
this ordination vow? 

5. Do you affirm and adopt the “Essentials of Our Faith” 
without exception? 

6. Do you subscribe to the government and discipline of the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church? 

7. Do you promise subjection to your fellow officers in the 
Lord? 

8. Have you been induced, as far as you know your own heart, 
to accept the office of Ruling Elder, Trustee, or Deacon from 
love of God and sincere desire to promote His glory in the 
Gospel of His Son? 

9. Do you promise to be zealous and faithful in promoting the 
truths of the Gospel and the purity and peace of the Church, 
whatever persecution or opposition may arise to you on that 
account? 

10. Will you seek to be faithful and diligent in the exercise of 
all your duties as Ruling Elder, Trustee, or Deacon, whether 
personal or relative, private or public; and to endeavor by the 
grace of God to adorn the profession of the Gospel in your 
manner of life, and to walk with exemplary piety before this 
congregation of which God will make you an officer? 

11. Are you now willing to take responsibility in the life of this 
congregation as a Ruling Elder, Trustee, or Deacon, and will 
you seek to discharge your duties, relying upon the Grace of 
God, in such a way that the entire Church of Jesus Christ will 
be blessed?
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OFFERING

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 

OFFERTORY

Humble
Audrey Assad

Humble and Human, willing to bend You are
Fashioned of flesh and the fire of life, You are
Not too proud to wear our skin
To know this weary world we're in
Humble, humble Jesus

Humble in sorrow, You gladly carried Your cross
Never refusing Your life to the weakest of us
Not too proud to bear our sin
To feel this brokenness we're in
Humble, humble Jesus

We bow our knees
We must decrease
You must increase
We lift You high

Humble in greatness, born in the likeness of man
Name above all names, holding our world in Your hands
Not too proud to dwell with us, to live in us, to die for us
Humble, humble Jesus Chorus
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THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

Mark 10:46-52

46And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with 
his disciples and a great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the 
son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. 47And when he heard 
that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, 
Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48And many rebuked him, 
telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” 49And Jesus stopped and said, “Call 
him.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. 
Get up; he is calling you.” 50And throwing off his cloak, he sprang 
up and came to Jesus. 51And Jesus said to him, “What do you 
want me to do for you?” And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, 
let me recover my sight.” 52And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; 
your faith has made you well.” And immediately he recovered 
his sight and followed him on the way. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

SERMON

The Upside-Down Kingdom | Where the Blind Can 
See
Rev. Chris Hildebrand
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment

Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

HYMN

I See The Lord
Chris Falson

I see the Lord seated on the throne, exalted,
And the train of His robe
Fills the temple with glory.
And the whole earth is filled,
The whole earth is filled,
And the whole earth is filled
With His glory.
 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy,
Holy is the Lord.
Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy,
Holy is the Lord.
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

I See the Lord (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


