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PREPARATION

September 5, 2021 
The 15th Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“Man tames the wild beast, yet he tames not his tongue; he tames the 
lion, yet he bridles not his own speech; he tames all else, yet he tames not 
himself; he tames what he was afraid of, and what he ought to be afraid 
of, in order that he may tame himself, that he does not fear. But how is 
this? It is a true sentence, and came forth from an oracle of truth, But the 
tongue can no man tame."

—Augustine of Hippo, Sermon V on the New Testament

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty and eternal God, grant that we may grow in faith, hope, and 
love; and that we may obtain what you promised, make us love what you 
command; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23
psalm: Psalm 125
second reading: James 2:1-17
gospel: Mark 7:24-37

The collect is a prayer 
form that collects 

together the silent 
prayers of all assem-

bled and concentrates 
them into a prayer 

prayed aloud by all.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)
Matt Redman

Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul,
Worship His Holy Name.
Sing like never before, O my soul,
I'll worship Your Holy Name.

The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning,
It's time to sing Your song again.
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me,
Let me be singing when the evening comes. Chorus

You're rich in love, and You're slow to anger,
Your Name is great, and Your heart is kind.
For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing
Ten-thousand reasons for my heart to find. Chorus 
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 116:5–9

leader

people

leader

people

Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; 
our God is merciful. 

The Lord preserves the simple; 
when I was brought low, he saved me.

Return, O my soul, to your rest; 
for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you. 

For you have delivered my soul from death, my 
eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling; I will 
walk before the Lord in the land of the living. 
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HYMN

How Firm a Foundation
Traditional American

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word.
What more can He say, than to you He hath said;
To you, who for refuge to Jesus have fled?
 
“Fear not, I am with thee, oh be not dismayed,
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid.
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.”
 
“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply.
The flame shall not hurt thee, I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.”
 
“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to His foes.
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I'll never, no never, no never forsake.”
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty and most merciful Father, we are thankful that your 
mercy is higher than the heavens, wider than our wanderings, 
deeper than all our sin. Forgive our careless attitudes toward 
your purposes, our words spoken in haste and anger, our 
refusal to relieve the suffering of others, our envy of those who 
have more than we have, our obsession with creating a life of 
constant pleasure, our indifference to the treasures of heaven, 
our neglect of your wise and gracious law. Help us to change 
our way of life so that we may desire what is good, love what 
you love, and do what you command, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

1 Peter 2:24

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might 
die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have 
been healed. 

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Jesus, Lover of My Soul
Charles Wesley · Greg Thompson

Jesus, lover of my soul, let me to Thy bosom fly,
While the nearer waters roll, while the tempest still is high.
Hide me, O my Savior, hide, 'til life’s storm is past.
Safe into the haven guide; receive my soul at last.
 
Other refuge have I none; I helpless, hang on Thee.
Leave, oh leave me not alone; still support and comfort me.
All my trust on Thee is stayed; all help from Thee I bring;
Cover my defenseless head in the shadow of Thy wing.
 
Thou, O Christ, are all I want, more than all in Thee I find;
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint; heal the sick, and lead the blind.
Just and holy is Thy Name; I am all unrighteousness;
False and full of sin I am; Thou art full of truth and grace.
 
Plenteous grace with Thee is found, grace to cover all my sin;
Let the healing streams abound; make and keep me pure within.
Thou of life the fountain art; let me take of Thee.
Spring Thou up within my heart for all eternity.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
The only Son of God, 
Eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
True God from true God, 
Begotten, not made, 
Of one Being with the Father. 
Through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
 He came down from heaven: 
 By the power of the Holy Spirit 
 He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was  
  made man. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 He suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day He rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
  dead, 
 And His kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 

OFFERTORY

Knees To The Earth
Christy Nockels

Wonderful Savior
My heart belongs to Thee
I will remember always the blood You shed for me
Wonderful Savior
My heart will know Your worth
So let me embrace You always as I walk this earth

Be blessed, be loved, be lifted high
Be treasured here, be glorified
I owe my life to You, my Lord
Here I am...

Beautiful Jesus
How may I bless Your heart?
Knees to the earth, I bow down to everything You are
Beautiful Jesus
You are my only worth
So I will embrace You always as I walk this earth Chorus
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Beautiful Jesus
How may I bless Your heart?
Knees to the earth, I bow down to everything You are
Beautiful Jesus
You are my only worth
So I will embrace You always as I walk this earth Chorus

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

James 1:19-27

19Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to 
hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20for the anger of man does 
not produce the righteousness of God. 21Therefore put away all 
filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness 
the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.

22But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your-
selves. 23For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he 
is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 
24For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what 
he was like. 25But the one who looks into the perfect law, the 
law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a 
doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.

26If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue 
but deceives his heart, this person's religion is worthless. 27Reli-
gion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to 
visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself 
unstained from the world. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

SERMON

The Perennial Challenge
Rev. Jay Harvey
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment

Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

HYMN

Great is Thy Faithfulness
Thomas O. Chisholm · William M. Runyan

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God, my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not; Thy compassions, they fail not,
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided.
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me.

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. Chorus

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide.
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine with ten thousand beside! Chorus
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Great is Thy Faithfulness (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


