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PREPARATION

September 19, 2021 
The 17th Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“We have moved, roughly speaking, from thinking of institutions as 
molds that shape people’s characters and habits toward seeing them as 
platforms that allow people to be themselves and to display themselves 
before a wider world. When we don’t think of institutions as formative 
but as performative—when the presidency and Congress are just stages 
for political performance art, when a university becomes a venue for vain 
virtue signaling, when journalism is indistinguishable from activism—
they become harder to trust. They aren’t really asking for our confidence, 
just our attention. And in our time, many of our most significant social, 
political, cultural and intellectual institutions are in the process of going 
through this transformation from mold to platform.”

—Yuval Levin

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Lord, let your continual pity cleanse and defend your church, and because 
it cannot continue in safety without your aid, keep it evermore by your 
help and goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Proverbs 31:10-31; Psalm 1
psalm: Psalm 54
second reading: James 3:13-4:3; 7-8a
gospel: Mark 9:30-37
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

The Church's One Foundation
Samuel J. Stone · Samuel S. Wesley · Brian Moss

The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord,
She is His new creation by water and the Word.
From heaven He came and sought her to be His holy bride; 
With His own blood He bought her, and for her life He died.

Elect from every nation, yet one over all the earth;
Her charter of salvation, one Lord, one faith, one birth; 
One holy Name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses, with every grace endued.

‘Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war,
She waits the consummation of peace forevermore;
Till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest, 
And the great church victorious shall be the church at rest.

Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won. 
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we
Like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with Thee.
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 106

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

Praise the Lord! 

Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever!

Who can utter the mighty deeds of the Lord,
or declare all his praise? 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,
from everlasting to everlasting.

And let all the people say, “Amen!” 

Praise the Lord! 
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HYMN

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
Joachim Neander · Catherine Winkworth · Christy Nockels · Arr. Seth Ward

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation!
O my soul praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near;
Praise Him in glad adoration!
 
Praise to the Lord, Who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth. 
Shelters thee under His wings, yea so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been
Granted in what He ordaineth?

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
 
Praise to the Lord, Who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee.
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,
If in His love He befriend thee! Chorus

Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 
Let the Amen sound from His people again;
Gladly, for aye, we adore Him! Chorus
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Father, you have revealed the radiance of your glory in the 
person of Jesus Christ. Yet, we confess that we are far more 
concerned with the pursuit of our own recognition, status and 
acclaim than with the honor of your name. Forgive us for our 
self-absorption and pride, and teach us to take our eyes off 
ourselves so that we might fix our gaze on Jesus Christ, the 
author and perfecter of our faith. As we behold your glory in 
the face of Christ, we pray that we would be transformed into 
his image, from one degree of glory to another. Whatever we 
do, in word or deed, help us to do all things to the glory of God 
alone. Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Colossians 3:2-4

Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are 
on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ 
in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will 
appear with him in glory. 

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

How Great is Our God
Chris Tomlin · Jesse Reeves · Ed Cash

The splendor of a King, clothed in majesty,
Let all the earth rejoice—all the earth rejoice.
He wraps himself in light, and darkness tries to hide, 
And trembles at His voice, and trembles at His voice.
 
How great is our God, sing with me, 
How great is our God, and all will see. 
How great—how great is our God.
 
And age to age He stands, and time is in His hands, 
Beginning and the End—Beginning and the End. 
The Godhead, Three in One, Father, Spirit, Son, 
The Lion and the Lamb—the Lion and the Lamb. Chorus
 
Name above all names, worthy of all praise,
My heart will sing, how great is our God.
Name above all names, worthy of all praise,
My heart will sing, how great is our God. Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
    Maker of heaven and earth;.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,
    Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
    Born of the Virgin Mary,
    Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
    Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
    And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
    
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
    The holy catholic Church,
    The communion of saints,
    The forgiveness of sins,
    The resurrection of the body,
    And the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  
All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN

Come Forth
Scott Mills · Madison Cain · Taylor Cain · Logan Cain

He is a grave robber. He’s a wave walker. 
There ain’t nothing that He can’t do.
He’s a storm stopper. He’s a death mocker.
Now He’s giving that power to you.
So come forth.

Dead man, open your eyes.
The Lord ain’t finished with you. (Ooh!) 
Wake up, you sleeper.
Watch what He can do. (Ooh!)
Dead man, open your eyes.
Jesus is calling you.
Oh, yeah-yeah!

Oh, with a cross they killed Him,
But the Spirit filled Him.
The gates of hell flung open wide.
Now that same Spirit, it lives within us. 
Step into the power of Christ. Chorus

I hear Him, I hear Him.
I hear Him calling. (Mmm)
I hear Him, I hear Him.
I hear Him calling (Oh yeah, yeah)
I hear Him, I hear Him.
I hear Him calling.
Step into the power of Christ. Chorus
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THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

1 Corinthians 1:10-17

10I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, 
but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. 
11For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there is 
quarreling among you, my brothers. 12What I mean is that each 
one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow 
Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 13Is Christ divided? Was Paul cruci-
fied for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank 
God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so 
that no one may say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I 
did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do 
not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not 
send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words 
of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its 
power.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

SERMON

The Church The World Needs | The Perils of 
Popularity 
Rev. Jason Harris
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

HYMN

All to Us
Chris Tomlin · Jesse Reeves · Matt Redman · Matt Maher

Precious Cornerstone, sure Foundation, 
You are faithful to the end.
We are waiting on You, Jesus.
We believe You’re all to us!

Let the glory of Your name be the passion of the Church. 
Let the righteousness of God be a holy flame that burns. 
Let the saving love of Christ be the measure of our lives. 
We believe You’re all to us.

Only Son of God sent from Heaven, 
Hope and mercy at the cross.
You are everything, You’re the Promise.
Jesus, You are all to us! Chorus

When this passing world is made new, 
We will see You face to face,
And forever we will worship.
Jesus, You are all to us! Chorus
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

All to Us (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


