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PREPARATION

October 3, 2021 
The 19th Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“The Christian leaders needed in the world and the church today are 
those who have seen the Lamb on the throne and are determined to fol-
low him wherever he goes; they know that God’s power will be exhibited 
not in displays of power but in their weakness.”

—John Stott

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Lord, give your people grace to withstand the temptations of the world, 
the flesh, and the devil, and with pure hearts and minds to follow you the 
only God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Job 1:1, 2:1-10; Psalm 26
psalm: Psalm 8
second reading: Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12
gospel: Mark 10:2-16
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

A Mighty Fortress is Our God
Martin Luther

A Mighty Fortress is our God, a Bulwark never failing;
Our Helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing:
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and pow'r are great, and, armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing;
Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing.
Dost ask Who that may be?  Christ Jesus, it is He;
Lord Sabaoth, His Name, from age to age the same,
And He must win the battle.

And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us,
We will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us.
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure;
One little word shall fell him. 

That word above all earthly pow’rs, no thanks to them, abideth;
The Spirit and the gifts are ours, through Him Who with us sideth:
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still,
His kingdom is forever.
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HYMN

Rejoice the Lord Is King!
Charles Wesley · John Darwall

Rejoice, the Lord is King! Your Lord and King adore;
Rejoice, give thanks and sing, and triumph evermore.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; rejoice; again I say, rejoice.

Jesus the Savior reigns, the God of truth and love;
When He had purged our stains, He took His seat above.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; rejoice; again I say, rejoice.
 
His kingdom cannot fail; He rules o'er earth and Heav’n;
The keys of death and hell are to our Jesus giv’n.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; rejoice; again I say, rejoice.

Rejoice in glorious hope! Our Lord, the Judge shall come,
And take His servants up to their eternal home.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; rejoice; again I say, rejoice.
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Jeremiah 9

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in 
his wisdom, 

Let not the mighty man boast in his might, let 
not the rich man boast in his riches, 

But let him who boasts boast in this, 

The he understands and knows me,

That I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, 
justice, and righteousness in the earth. 

For in these things I delight, declares the Lord.” 
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HYMN

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee
Henry van Duke · Ludwig van Beethoven

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flowers before thee,
Opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
Drive the dark of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day!

Thou art giving and forgiving,
Ever blessing, ever blest,
Well-spring of the joy of living,
Ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our brother,
All who live in love are thine;
Teach us how to love each other,
Lift us to the joy divine.

Mortals, join the mighty chorus
Which the morning stars began;
Love divine is reigning o'er us,
Leading us with mercy’s hand.
Ever singing, march we onward,
Victors in the midst of strife;
Joyful music leads us sunward,
In the triumph song of life.



6

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, 
whose face is hidden from us by our sins, and whose mercy we 
forget in the blindness of our hearts: cleanse us from all our 
offenses, and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires, 
that with reverent and humble hearts we may draw near to you, 
confessing our faults, confiding in your grace, and finding in 
you our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ your Son. 
Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION



7

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Colossians 1:13-14

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred 
us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemp-
tion, the forgiveness of sins. 

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Great is Thy Faithfulness
Thomas O. Chisholm · William M. Runyan

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God, my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not; Thy compassions, they fail not,
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided.
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me.
 
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. Chorus

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide.
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine with ten thousand beside! Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
The only Son of God, 
Eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
True God from true God, 
Begotten, not made, 
Of one Being with the Father. 
Through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
 He came down from heaven: 
 By the power of the Holy Spirit 
 He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was  
  made man. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 He suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day He rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
  dead, 
 And His kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  
All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN

My Help
Jacquelyn Gouche-Farris

I will lift up mine eyes to the hills,
From whence cometh my help.
My help cometh from the Lord,
The Lord which made heaven and earth.

He said, He would not suffer thy foot,
Thy foot to be moved.
The Lord that keepeth thee,
He will not slumber nor sleep.

Oh the Lord is thy keeper the Lord is thy shade.
Upon thy right hand, upon thy right hand,
No the sun shall not smite thee by day,
Nor the moon by night,
He shall preserve thy soul, even forevermore.
My help, my help, my help,
All of my help cometh from the Lord.

My help, my help, my help,
All of my help cometh from the Lord.

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, (He is my strength)
From whence cometh my help,
All of my help cometh from the Lord.

Gonna keep my eyes on You Lord.
I won’t look to the left, I won’t look to right.
I’ll stay focused on You Jesus.
All of my help cometh from the Lord.
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THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

1 Corinthians 1:26-2:5

26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not 
many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the 
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world 
to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in 
the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things 
that are, 29so that no human being might boast in the presence of 
God. 30And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became 
to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption, 31so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.”

1And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming 
to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2For 
I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and 
him crucified. 3And I was with you in weakness and in fear and 
much trembling, 4and my speech and my message were not in 
plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power, 5so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of 
men but in the power of God.
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SERMON

The Church The World Needs | The Power of 
Weakness
Rev. Jason Harris

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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HYMN

The Power of the Cross
Keith Getty · Stuart Townend · Arr. Dan Galbraith

Oh, to see the dawn of the darkest day,
Christ on the road to Calvary.
Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten, then
Nailed to a cross of wood.

This, the pow'r of the cross.
Christ became sin for us.
Took the blame, bore the wrath,
We stand forgiven at the cross.

Oh, to see the pain written on Your face,
Bearing the awesome weight of sin.
Ev'ry bitter thought, ev'ry evil deed,
Crowning Your bloodstained brow. Chorus
 
Now the daylight flees, now the ground beneath
Quakes as its Maker bows His head.
Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life,
"Finished!" the vict'ry cry. Chorus

Oh, to see my name written in Your wounds,
For through Your suffering, I am free.
Death is crushed to death, life is mine to live,
Won through Your selfless love.

This, the pow'r of the cross.
Son of God slain for us.
What a love, what a cost,
We stand forgiven at the cross.
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

The Power of the Cross (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


