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PREPARATION

October 17, 2021 
The 21th Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“It is certain that man must utterly despair of his own ability before he 
is prepared to receive the grace of Christ. That person does not deserve 
to be called a theologian who looks upon the invisible things of God as 
though they were clearly perceptible in those things that have happened. 
One deserves to be called a theologian, however, who comprehends the 
visible and manifest things of God seen through suffering and the cross. A 
theologian of glory calls evil good and good evil. A theologian of the cross 
calls the things what it is. That wisdom that sees the invisible things of 
God in works as perceived by man is completely puffed up, blinded, and 
hardened.”

—Martin Luther

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty and merciful God, of your bountiful goodness keep us from 
everything that may hurt us, that we may be ready in body and soul with 
free hearts to accomplish whatever you want us to do; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Job 38:1-7; Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c
psalm: Psalm 91:9-16
second reading: Hebrews 5:1-10
gospel: Mark 10:35-45
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Indescribable
Chris Tomlin

From the highest of heights to the depths of the sea,
Creation’s revealing Your majesty.
From the colors of fall to the fragrance of spring,
Ev’ry creature unique in the song that it sings.  
All exclaiming:

Indescribable, uncontainable,
You placed the stars in the sky and You know them by name.
You are amazing, God.
All powerful, untameable,
Awestruck we fall to our knees as we humbly proclaim,
You are amazing, God!

Who has told ev’ry lightning bolt where it should go,
Or seen Heavenly storehouses laden with snow?
Who imagined the sun and gives source to its light,
Yet conceals it to bring us the coolness of night?
None can fathom.

Indescribable, uncontainable,
You placed the stars in the sky and You know them by name.
You are amazing, God.
All powerful, untameable,
You see the depths of my heart, and You love me the same.
You are amazing, God. You are amazing, God!
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Isaiah 40
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Who can fathom the Spirit of the Lord; 

Or instruct the Lord as his counselor? 

Whom did the Lord consult to enlighten him, 

And who taught him the right way?

Who was it that taught him knowledge,

Or showed him the path of understanding?

 

Who can fathom the Spirit of the Lord; 

Or instruct the Lord as his counselor? 

Whom did the Lord consult to enlighten him, 

And who taught him the right way?

Who was it that taught him knowledge,

Or showed him the path of understanding?

Do you not know? 

Have you not heard? 

The Lord is the everlasting God, 

The Creator of the ends of the earth.

He will not grow tired or weary,

And his understanding no one can fathom.
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HYMN

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name
Oliver Holden · Edward Pertonet

All Hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! 
Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all!
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all!

Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race, 
Ye ransomed from the fall,
Hail Him Who saves you by His grace, 
And crown Him Lord of all!
Hail Him Who saves you by His grace, 
And crown Him Lord of all!

O that with yonder sacred throng, 
We at His feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song, 
And crown Him Lord of all!
We’ll join the everlasting song, 
And crown Him Lord of all!
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty and most merciful Father, we confess that we have 
not trusted you with our whole heart. We have leaned on our 
own understanding and been wise in our own eyes. In our 
thoughts, words and deeds we have not acknowledged you and 
so our paths have been crooked before you. Forgive us our sins 
and teach us by your Spirit to fear you and to turn away from 
evil, to the glory of our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Psalm 103

For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
    so great is his love for those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,
    so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
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PASSING OF THE PEACE
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The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

May the Mind of Christ My Savior
Kate B. Wilkinson · A. Cyril Barham-Gould

May the mind of Christ my Savior
Live in me from day to day,
By His love and pow’r controlling
All I do and say.

May the word of Christ dwell richly
In my heart from hour to hour,
So that all may see I triumph
Only through His pow’r.

May the peace of Christ my Savior
Rule my life in ev’rything,
That I may be calm to comfort
Sick and sorrowing.

May the love of Jesus fill me,
As the waters fill the sea;
Him exalting, self abasing,
This is victory. 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth;.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 The holy catholic Church,
 The communion of saints,
 The forgiveness of sins,
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  
All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN

My Worth Is Not In What I Own
Keith Getty · Kristyn Getty

Pamela Brumley, Soloist 

My worth is not in what I own,
Not in the strength of flesh and bone.
But in the costly wounds of love,
At the cross!

My worth is not in skill or name,
In win or loss, in pride or shame.
But in the blood of Christ that flowed,
At the cross!

I rejoice in my Redeemer,
Greatest Treasure,
Wellspring of my soul,
I will trust in Him, no other.
My soul is satisfied in Him alone.

As summer flowers we fade and die,
Fame, youth and beauty hurry by.
But life eternal calls to us,
At the cross!

I will not boast in wealth or might,
Or human wisdom’s fleeting light.
But I will boast in knowing Christ,
At the cross! Chorus
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Two wonders here that I confess,
My worth and my unworthiness.
My value fixed, my ransom paid,
At the cross! Chorus

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

1 Corinthians 2:14-3:4

14The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand 
them because they are spiritually discerned. 15The spiritual 
person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 
16“For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct 
him?” But we have the mind of Christ.

1But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but 
as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, 
not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you 
are not yet ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For while there 
is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and 
behaving only in a human way? 4For when one says, “I follow 
Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely 
human?
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SERMON

The Church The World Needs | Don't Be A Baby!
Rev. Jason Harris

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.



15

HYMN

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us
Stuart Townend · Bruce Greer

How deep the Father’s love for us,
How vast beyond all measure,
That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss,
The Father turns His face away,
As wounds which mar the Chosen One,
Bring many sons to glory.

For the joy of ear and eye,
Behold the Man upon a cross,
My sin upon His shoulders;
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished;
His dying breath has brought me life,
I know that it is finished.

I will not boast in anything,
No gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom,
But I will boast in Jesus Christ,
His death and resurrection.
Why should I gain from His reward?
I cannot give an answer.
But this I know with all my heart:
His wounds have paid my ransom.
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
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POSTLUDE

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


