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PREPARATION

November 14, 2021 
The 25th Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“Discipleship means allegiance to the suffering Christ, and it is therefore 
not at all surprising that Christians should be called upon to suffer.”

—Dietrich Bonhoeffer

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Lord, we pray, absolve your people from their offenses; that through your 
bountiful goodness we may be set free from the chains of all those sins 
which in our frailty we have committed: grant this, heavenly Father, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: 1 Samuel 1:4-20; 2:1-10
psalm: Psalm 16
second reading: Hebrews 10:11-14, (15-18), 19-25
gospel: Mark 13:1-8
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

O God, Our Help, In Ages Past
Isaac Watts

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home!

Beneath the shadow of Thy throne
Thy saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is Thine arm alone,
And our defense is sure.

Before the hills in order stood,
Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same.

A thousand ages in Thy sight
Are like an evening gone;
Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun.

O God our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last,
And our eternal home.
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Isaiah 43
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Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 

I have called you by name, you are mine. 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with 
you; 

And through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm 
you;

For I am the Lord your God,

The the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.

You are precious in my eyes,

And honored, and I love you.
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HYMN

O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus
Samuel Trevor Francis · Thomas J. Williams

O the deep, deep love of Jesus, 
Vast, unmeasured, boundless, free,
Rolling as a mighty ocean 
In its fullness over me!
Underneath me, all around me, 
Is the current of Thy love,
Leading onward, leading homeward 
To Thy glorious rest above!

O the deep, deep love of Jesus, 
Spread His praise from shore to shore!
How He loveth, ever loveth, 
Changeth never, nevermore!
How He watches o’er His loved ones, 
Died to call them all His own;
How for them He intercedeth, 
Watcheth o’er them from the throne!

O the deep, deep love of Jesus, 
Love of ev’ry love the best!
’Tis an ocean full of blessing, 
’Tis a haven giving rest!
O the deep, deep love of Jesus, 
’Tis a Heav’n of Heav’ns to me;
And it lifts me up to glory, 
For it lifts me up to Thee!
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, 
whose face is hidden from us by our sins, and whose mercy we 
forget in the blindness of our hearts: cleanse us from all our 
offenses, and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires, 
that with reverent and humble hearts we may draw near to you, 
confessing our faults, confiding in your grace, and finding in 
you our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Mark 10:45

For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and 
to give his life as a ransom for many. 
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PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader
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The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
Elisha A. Hoffman · Anthony J. Showalter · Arr. Nolan Williams, Jr.

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

Leaning, leaning,
Safe and secure from all alarms;
Leaning, leaning,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;
O how bright the path grows from day to day,
Leaning on the everlasting arms. Chorus

What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
Leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
Leaning on the everlasting arms. Chorus 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth;.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 The holy catholic Church,
 The communion of saints,
 The forgiveness of sins,
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  
All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN

Jesus
Shaun Groves

Seth Ward, Soloist 

When we love the least,
When we love the weak,
When we love these,
We love Jesus.

Jesus brings a meal for tips,
Jesus trying hard to quit,
Jesus raising two alone,
Jesus drives a heavy load. Chorus

Jesus with worn wrinkled hands,
Jesus sows a patch of land,
Jesus hides a tattooed arm,
Jesus keeping dinner warm. Chorus

Jesus waves a foreign flag,
Jesus wrings a washing rag,
Jesus leans on prison bars,
Jesus swinging in my yard.
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THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

1 Corinthians 4:6-13

6I have applied all these things to myself and Apollos for your 
benefit, brothers, that you may learn by us not to go beyond 
what is written, that none of you may be puffed up in favor of 
one against another. 7For who sees anything different in you? 
What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received 
it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?

8Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! 
Without us you have become kings! And would that you did 
reign, so that we might share the rule with you! 9For I think that 
God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced 
to death, because we have become a spectacle to the world, to 
angels, and to men. 10We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are 
wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in 
honor, but we in disrepute. 11To the present hour we hunger and 
thirst, we are poorly dressed and buffeted and homeless, 12and 
we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, we bless; 
when persecuted, we endure; 13when slandered, we entreat. We 
have become, and are still, like the scum of the world, the refuse 
of all things.
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SERMON

The Church The World Needs | The Real Deal
Rev. Jason Harris

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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HYMN

O Praise the Name
Dean Usher · Marty Sampson · Benjamin Hastings

I cast my mind to Calvary,
Where Jesus bled and died for me.
I see His wounds, His hands, His feet.
My Savior on that cursed tree.

His body bound and drenched in tears,
They laid Him down in Joseph’s tomb.
The entrance sealed by heavy stone,
Messiah still and all alone.

O praise the Name of the Lord our God!
O praise His Name forever more!
For endless days we will sing Your praise,
O Lord, O Lord our God!

Then on the third at break of dawn,
The Son of Heaven rose again.
O trampled death where is your sting?
The angels roar for Christ the King! Chorus

He shall return in robes of white,
The Blazing Son shall pierce the night.
And I will rise among the saints,
My gaze transfixed on Jesus’ face. Chorus
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
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POSTLUDE

O Praise the Name (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


