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PREPARATION

November 21, 2021 
The 26th Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“The he gospel, in the New Testament, is the good news that God (the 
world’s creator) is at last becoming king and that Jesus, whom this God 
raised from the dead, is the world’s true lord.”

—N.T. Wright

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Stir up, Lord, the wills of your faithful people, that they may produce 
abundantly the fruit of good works, and receive your abundant reward; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: 2 Samuel 23:1-7
psalm: Psalm 132:1-12, (13-18)
second reading: Revelation 1:4b-8
gospel: John 18:33-37
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name (traditional)
Edward Pertonet · Oliver Holden

All Hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! 
Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all!
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all!

Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race, 
Ye ransomed from the fall,
Hail Him Who saves you by His grace, 
And crown Him Lord of all!
Hail Him Who saves you by His grace, 
And crown Him Lord of all!

O that with yonder sacred throng, 
We at His feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song, 
And crown Him Lord of all!
We’ll join the everlasting song, 
And crown Him Lord of all!
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 145

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your 
name forever and ever. 

Every day I will bless you and praise your name 
forever and ever. 

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and 
his greatness is unsearchable. 

All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, 
and all your saints shall bless you!

They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom and 
tell of your power.

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and 
your dominion endures throughout all 
generations.
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HYMN

Jesus Shall Reign Whe’er the Sun
Isaac Watts · John Hatton

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
Does its successive journeys run;
His kingdom spread from shore to shore,
‘Til moons shall wax and wane no more.

To Him shall endless prayer be made,
And praises throng to crown His head;
His name like sweet perfume shall rise
With ev’ry morning sacrifice.

People and realms of ev’ry tongue
Dwell on His love with sweetest song;
And infant voices shall proclaim
Their early blessings on His name.

Let ev’ry creature rise and bring
Honors peculiar to our King;
Angels descend with songs again,
And earth repeat the loud Amen!
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from death to life and 
crowned him Lord of all. We confess that we have not bowed 
before him or acknowledged his rule in our lives. We have gone 
along with the ways of the world and failed to give him glory. 
Forgive us and raise us from sin, that we may be your faithful 
people, obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
rules the world and is head of the church, his body. Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Revelation 5:5, 9-10

Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David, has conquered. With his blood he has purchased people 
for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. 
He has made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our 
God, and they will reign on earth. 

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

How Great is Our God
Chris Tomlin · Jesse Reeves · Ed Cash

The splendor of a King, clothed in majesty,
Let all the earth rejoice—all the earth rejoice.
He wraps himself in light, and darkness tries to hide,
And trembles at His voice, and trembles at His voice.

How great is our God, sing with me,
How great is our God, and all will see.
How great—how great is our God.

And age to age He stands, and time is in His hands,
Beginning and the End—Beginning and the End.
The Godhead, Three in One, Father, Spirit, Son,
The Lion and the Lamb—the Lion and the Lamb. Chorus

Name above all names, worthy of all praise,
My heart will sing, how great is our God.
Name above all names, worthy of all praise,
My heart will sing, how great is our God. Chorus 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth;.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 The holy catholic Church,
 The communion of saints,
 The forgiveness of sins,
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  
All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN

Rock of Ages
Shaun Groves

Amber Ward, Soloist 

Rock of Ages, when the day seems long,
From this labor and this heartache I have come,
The skies will wear out, but you remain the same: 
Rock of Ages, I praise your name.
Rock of Ages, you have brought me near,
You have poured out your lifeblood, your love, your tears,
To make this stone heart come alive again,
Rock of Ages, forgive my sin.

Rock of Ages, Rock of Ages
Bind your children until the kingdom comes;
Rock of Ages your will be done.

Rock of Ages, when in want or rest,
My desperate need for such a Savior I confess,
Pull these idols out from my heart’s embrace
Rock of Ages, I need your grace.
Rock of Ages, broken, scorned for me,
Who am I that you would die to make me free?
To give me glory, you took the death and pain,
Rock of Ages, my Offering. Chorus
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Rock of Ages, “It is done!” you cried.
The curtain’s torn and I see justice satisfied.
Now write your mercy on my heart and hands,
Rock of Ages, in faith I stand.
Rock of Ages, my great hope secure,
Your promise holds just like an anchor to my soul,
Bind your children with cords of love and grace,
Rock of Ages, we give you praise. Chorus

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

1 Corinthians 4:14-21

14I do not write these things to make you ashamed, but to admon-
ish you as my beloved children. 15For though you have countless 
guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For I became 
your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 16I urge you, then, 
be imitators of me. 17That is why I sent you Timothy, my beloved 
and faithful child in the Lord, to remind you of my ways in 
Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every church. 18Some are 
arrogant, as though I were not coming to you. 19But I will come 
to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I will find out not the talk of 
these arrogant people but their power. 20For the kingdom of God 
does not consist in talk but in power. 21What do you wish? Shall 
I come to you with a rod, or with love in a spirit of gentleness?

SERMON

The Church The World Needs | Show Me
Rev. Jason Harris
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 



15

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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HYMN

Jesus
Chris Tomlin · Ed Cash

There is a truth older than the ages.
There is a promise of things yet to come.
There is one, born for our salvation.
Jesus.

There is a light that overwhelms the darkness.
There is a kingdom that forever reigns.
There is freedom from the chains that bind us.
Jesus.

Who walks on the waters? Who speaks to the sea?
Who stands in the fire beside me?
He roars like a lion. He bled as the lamb.
He carries my healing in his hands.
Jesus!

There is a name I call in times of trouble.
There is a song that comforts in the night.
There is a voice that calms the storm that rages.
He is Jesus, Jesus! Chorus

Messiah, my Savior,
There is power in Your name.
You’re my rock and, my redeemer.
There is power in Your name,
In Your name. Chorus

There is no one like you, Jesus.
There is no one like you!
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Jesus (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


