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PREPARATION

December 12, 2021 
The Third Sunday Of Advent

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“For while he may not be acclaimed in our cards and carols, and while 
he may not spring to the forefront of our Christmas consciousness, 
nevertheless Joseph is vitally important because of what God said to him 
and what God did through him. His faith, his courage, his strength, his 
sensitivity, his compassion, his devotion, his determination, his foresight, 
and his obedience to the will of God actually have a greater impact on 
Christian thought and on the Christian lifestyle than we have been willing 
to acknowledge.”

—J. Howard Edington

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Lord Jesus Christ, at your first coming you sent your messenger to 
prepare the way before you: Grant that the ministers and stewards of your 
mysteries may likewise make ready your way, by turning the hearts of the 
disobedient to the ways of the righteous, that at your second coming to 
judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20
psalm: Isaiah 12:2-6
second reading: Philippians 4:4-7
gospel: Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
Charles Wesley · Rowland H. Prichard

Central Youth Orchestra

Come, Thou long expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s Strength and Consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art;
Dear Desire of ev’ry nation, Joy of ev’ry longing heart.

orn Thy people to deliver, born a Child and yet a King,
Born to reign in us forever, now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit, rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all sufficient merit, raise us to Thy glorious throne.

Jesus! What a Friend for sinners! Jesus! Lover of my soul;
Friends may fail me, foes assail me, He, my Savior, makes me whole.
Hallelujah! What a Savior! Hallelujah! What a Friend!
Saving, helping, keeping, loving, He is with me to the end.
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN

O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Traditional English

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel.
That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
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CALL TO WORSHIP

Isaiah 40

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her

That her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is 
pardoned, that she has received from the Lord's 
hand double for all her sins.

A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way 
of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway 
for our God.

Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; 

The uneven ground shall become level, and the 
rough places a plain.

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and 
all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the 
Lord has spoken.”
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HYMN

O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Continued)
Traditional English

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
And order all things far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show,
And cause us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Desire of nations, bind
All peoples in one heart and mind.
Bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease;
Fill the whole world with Heaven’s peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Lord, we have not kept watch for you. We have occupied our-
selves with our own concerns. We have not waited to find your 
will for us. We have not noticed the needs of the people around 
us. We have not acknowledged the love that has been shown 
to us. Forgive us for our lack of watchfulness. Help us to wait 
to know your will. Help us to look out for the needs of others. 
Help us to work and watch for your coming. Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Titus 3:5-6

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 
appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in righ-
teousness, but according to his own mercy, so that being justi-
fied by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope 
of eternal life. 
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all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR CHRISTMAS

This fund is used exclusively to benefit the marginalized and disadvantaged 
through our dedicated ministry partners. Thanks to this fund, we were able 
to make more than 60,000 sandwiches this year for our neighbors in need at 
The Bowery Mission. Gifts to this fund can also be made online through the 
month of December at centralchurchnyc.org/give

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Angels from the Realms of Glory
James Montgomery · Henry T. Smart

Angels from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth.

Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds, in the field abiding,
Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with man is now residing;
Yonder shines the Infant light: Chorus

Sages, leave your contemplations,
Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations;
Ye have seen the Infant star. Chorus

Saints, before the altar bending,
Watching long in hope and fear;
Suddenly the Lord, descending,
In His temple shall appear. Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth;.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 The holy catholic Church,
 The communion of saints,
 The forgiveness of sins,
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting. Amen. 
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 11:30 AM SERVICE

Robert David Chan
Son of David and Aryana Chan

Baptismal Vows

1 Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood 
of Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?

2 Do you claim God’s covenant promises on his behalf, and do 
you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for Robert’s salva-
tion, as you do for your own?

3 Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and 
promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will 
endeavor to set before him a godly example, that you will 
pray with and for him, that you will teach him the truths of 
the Christian faith, and that you will strive, by all the means 
of God’s appointment, to bring Robert up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord?

Congregational Vow 

1 Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of 
assisting David and Aryana in the Christian nurture of their 
child?

PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.
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RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 10 AM SERVICE

Membership Vows
1 Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in God’s sight 

and without hope for your salvation except through his 
sovereign mercy?

2 Do you believe in the Lord Jesus as the Son of God and 
Savior of sinners, and do you receive and rest upon him 
alone for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel?

3 Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, to endeavor to live as becomes a 
follower of Christ?

4 Do you promise to serve Christ and His church by support-
ing this congregation in its worship of God and its ministry 
to others to the best of your ability?

5 Do you promise to accept the spiritual guidance of the 
church, to walk in a spirit of Christian love with this congre-
gation, and to seek those things that make for unity, purity 
and peace?

Congregational Vow

1 Will you, the members of this congregation and witnesses of   
    these vows, acting on behalf of yourself and as representa     
 tives of the whole body of Christ, do everything within your  
 power to encourage these new members to grow in the grace  
 and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ?
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OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 

OFFERTORY HYMN

Mary’s Boy Child
Fred Jay · Frank Farian · Jester Hairston

Children’s and Youth Choirs

Long time ago in Bethlehem, so the Holy Bible says
Mary’s boy child Jesus Christ, was born on Christmas Day.

While Shepherds watch their flocks by night,
They saw a bright new shining star,
And heard a choir from Heaven sing, the music came from afar.

Hark, now hear the angels sing, a new King’s born today,
And we will live for evermore, because of Christmas Day.

Now Joseph and his wife Mary came to Bethlehem that night
They found no place to bear her child, 
Not a single room was in sight. 
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Hark, now hear the angels sing, a new King’s born today
And we will live for evermore, because of Christmas Day
Trumpets sound and angels sing, listen to what they say
And we will live for evermore, because of Christmas Day

Gloria, in excelsis Deo, a new King’s born today,
Long time ago in Bethlehem, so the Holy Bible says.
Mary’s boy child Jesus Christ, was born on Christmas Day.
Hark, now hear the angels sing, a new King’s born today,
And we will live for evermore, because of Christmas Day

By and by they found a little nook in the stable of our Lord
And in a manger cold and dark Mary’s little boy was born.

Long time ago in Bethlehem, so the Holy Bible says,
Mary’s boy child Jesus Christ, was born on Christmas Day.
Trumpets sound and angels sing, listen to what they say,
That we will live for evermore, because of Christmas Day.
That we will live for evermore because of Christmas Day.
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THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING PLEASE BE SEATED

Matthew 1:18-25

18Now  the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 
together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 
19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to 
put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he 
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to 
take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took 
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

       23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
        and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, 
he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his 
wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And 
he called his name Jesus.
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SERMON

The Actors of Advent | Joseph
Rev. Jason Harris

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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people
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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HYMN

He Shall Reign Forevermore
Chris Tomlin · Matt Maher

In the bleak mid-winter
All creation groans,
For a world in darkness
Frozen like a stone
Light is breaking, in a stable for a throne.

And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore.
And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore.
Unto us a Child is born
The King of kings and Lord of lords
And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore.

If I were a wise man
I would travel far
If I were a shepherd,
I would do my part, but poor as I am
I will give to Him my heart. Chorus

Here within a manger lies
The One who made the
Starry skies.
This baby born for sacrifice,
Christ, the Messiah!
Into our hopes, into our fears
The Savior of the world appears
The promise of eternal years
Christ, the Mesiah! Chorus
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader
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POSTLUDE

He Shall Reign Forevermore (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


