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PREPARATION

December 26, 2021 
First Sunday after Christmas

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“Once in our world, a stable had something in it that was bigger than our 
whole world.”

—C.S. Lewis

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you have given us your only Son to take our nature upon 
him and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin: Grant that we, being 
born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily 
be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 
Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
psalm: Psalm 148
second reading: Colossians 3:12-17
gospel: Luke 2:41-52
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
Joachim Neander · Catherine Winkworth · Christy Nockels · Arr. Seth Ward

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation!
O my soul praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near;
Praise Him in glad adoration!
 
Praise to the Lord, Who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth.
Shelters thee under His wings, yea so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been
Granted in what He ordaineth?
 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
 
Praise to the Lord, Who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee.
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,
If in His love He befriend thee. Chorus

Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen sound from His people again;
Gladly, for aye, we adore Him. Chorus
.
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 98

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done 
marvelous things!

The Lord has made known his salvation. He 
has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the 
nations.

He has remembered his steadfast love and his 
faithfulness to the house of Israel.

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation 
of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!

Break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
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HYMN

We Three Kings
John Henry Hopkins, Jr.

We three kings of Orient are;
Bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star.
 
O star of wonder, star of night,
Star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect light.
 
Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain,
Gold I bring to crown him again,
King forever, ceasing never,
Over us all to reign. Chorus
 
Frankincense to offer have I;
Incense owns a Deity nigh;
Prayer and praising, gladly raising,
Worshiping God on high. Chorus
 
Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume
Breathes a life of gathering gloom;
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
Sealed in the stone-cold tomb. Chorus
 
Glorious now behold him arise;
King and God and sacrifice:
Alleluia, Alleluia,
Sounds through the earth and skies. Chorus.
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion, blot out my transgres-
sions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my transgressions and my sin is always before me. 
Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in 
your sight; so you are right in your verdict and justified when 
you judge. Cleanse me with hyssop and I will be clean; wash 
me, and I will be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and glad-
ness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. Hide your face 
from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Psalm 103:11-13

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his 
steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is 
from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows 
compassion to those who fear him. 

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

What Child Is This?
William Chatterton Dix · Traditional English

What Child is this, who, laid to rest, 
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The Babe, the Son of Mary.
 
Why lies He in such mean estate, 
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear, shall pierce Him through;
The cross be borne for me, for you:
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary.

So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh;
Come, peasant, king, to own Him;
The King of kings, salvation brings,
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby:
Joy, joy for Christ is born,
The Babe, the Son of Mary.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth;.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 The holy catholic Church,
 The communion of saints,
 The forgiveness of sins,
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighbor-
hood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer requests to 
centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically.

OFFERTORY HYMN

A Christmas Alleluia
Chris Tomlin

Amber Ward, Soloist

Alleluia, Alleluia
Christ, the Savior of the world
He has come!
Alleluia, Alleluia
To the Highest name of all, Alleluia

The heavens roar, the angels sing
All glory to our God and King!
O night divine forevermore, Alleluia.
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Alleluia, alleluia
Christ, the Savior of the world
He has come!
Alleluia, alleluia
To the highest name of all, Alleluia!

You’re the Highest name of all
Alleluia!

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen. 
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SCRIPTURE READING PLEASE BE SEATED

Luke 2:22-35

22And when the time came for their purification according to the 
Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him 
to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male 
who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and 
to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the 
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there 
was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man 
was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed 
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 
had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the 
temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do 
for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in 
his arms and blessed God and said, 

29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about 
him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 
“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many 
in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce 
through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts 
may be revealed.”
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

SERMON

Christmas Rejoicing and Marveling
Rev. Chris Hildebrand
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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HYMN

Come As You Are
Ben Glover · Matt Maher · David Crowder

Come out of sadness from wherever you’ve been.
Come broken-hearted, let rescue begin.
Come  find your mercy, oh sinner, come kneel:
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t heal.
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t heal.

So, lay down your burdens, lay down your shame,
All who are broken, lift up your face.
Wanderer, come home; you’re not too far.
So, lay down your hurt, lay down your heart,
Come as you are.

There’s hope for the hopeless and all those who’ve strayed.
Come sit at the table, come taste the grace.
There’s rest for the weary, rest that endures.
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t cure.
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t cure. Chorus

There’s joy for the morning; oh sinner be still.
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t heal.
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t heal.



16

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Come As You Are
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


