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PREPARATION

January 2, 2022 
Second Sunday after Christmas Day

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

"The coming of Christ is the turning point of the ages. Grouped around 
his person is a new cycle of miracles. He himself is the absolute miracle, 
descended from above, and yet the true and complete human. In him, in 
principle, the creation has been restored, again raised from its fall to its 
pristine glory. His miracles are the signs (semeia) of the presence of God, 
proof of the messianic era (Matt. 11:3-5; 12:28; Luke 13:16), a part of his 
messianic labor. In Christ there appears a divine power (dynamis) that is 
stronger than all the corrupting and destructive power of sin.”

—Herman Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics Volume 1: Prolegom-
ena, pg. 339

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty God, whose blessed Son was circumcised and for man’s sake 
became obedient to the Law: Purify our hearts and all our members so 
that we may die to all sinful desires and in all things obey your holy will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14
psalm: Psalm 147:12-20
second reading: Ephesians 1:3-14
gospel: John 1:(1-9), 10-18
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Angels We Have Heard on High
Traditional French

Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echo back their joyous strains.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
 
Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
Say what may the tidings be,
Which inspire your heav’nly song?
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
 
Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 36

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the 
heavens, 

Your faithfulness to the clouds. 

Your righteousness is like the mountains of God;

Your judgments are like the great deep.

How precious is your steadfast love, O God!

The children of mankind take refuge in the 
shadow of your wings.

They feast on the abundance of your house,

And you give them drink from the river of your 
delights.

For with you is the fountain of life;

In your light do we see light.
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HYMN

King of Kings
Geoff Bullock

In the darkness we were waiting
Without hope without light
Till from heaven you came running
There was mercy in your eyes.
To fulfill the law and prophets
To a virgin came the Word.
From a throne of endless glory
To a cradle in the dirt.

Praise the Father.
Praise the Son.
Praise the Spirit Three in One.
God of glory, Majesty
Praise forever to the King of Kings.

To reveal the kingdom coming
And to reconcile the lost.
To redeem the whole creation
You did not despise the cross.
For even in your suffering
You saw to the other side.
Knowing this was our salvation
Jesus for our sake you died. Chorus
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And the morning that you rose
All of heaven held its breath.
Till that stone was moved for good
For the lamb had conquered death.
And the dead rose from their tombs
And the angels stood in awe
For the souls of all who’d come
To the Father are restored.

And the Church of Christ was born
Then the Spirit lit the flame
Now this gospel truth of old
Shall not kneel shall not faint.
By His blood and in His Name
In His freedom I am free.
For the love of Jesus Christ
Who has resurrected me. Chorus

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Heavenly Father, we lower our heads before you and we confess 
that we have too often forgotten that we are yours. Sometimes 
we carry on our lives as if there was no God and we fall short 
of being a credible witness to you. For these things we ask your 
forgiveness and we also ask for your strength. Give us clear 
minds and open hearts so we may bear witness to you in our 
world. Remind us to be who you would have us to be regardless 
of where we are or what we are doing. Hold us to yourself and 
build our relationship with you and with those you have given 
us to love and serve. We ask this not upon our deserving it, nor 
even the honesty of our confession, but because of Jesus, who 
suffered, died, and rose for us. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

2 Corinthians 3:18

We all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory 
to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

leader

all

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

HYMN

Jesus Shall Reign
Isaac Watts · John Hatton

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
Does its successive journeys run;
His kingdom spread from shore to shore,
‘Til moons shall wax and wane no more.
 
To Him shall endless prayer be made,
And praises throng to crown His head;
His name like sweet perfume shall rise
With ev’ry morning sacrifice.
 
People and realms of ev’ry tongue
Dwell on His love with sweetest song;
And infant voices shall proclaim
Their early blessings on His name.
 
Let ev’ry creature rise and bring
Honors peculiar to our King;
Angels descend with songs again,
And earth repeat the loud Amen!

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
The only Son of God, 
Eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
True God from true God, 
Begotten, not made, 
Of one Being with the Father. 
Through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
 He came down from heaven: 
 By the power of the Holy Spirit 
 He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was  
  made man. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 He suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day He rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
  dead, 
 And His kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN

Light of the World
Lauren Daigle · Paul Duncan · Paul Mabury

Maria Long, Soloist

The world waits for a miracle.
The heart longs for a little bit of hope.
Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel.

A child prays for peace on earth,
And she’s calling out from a sea of hurt.
Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel,
And can you hear the angels singing.

Glory to the light of the world.
Glory, the light of the world is here.

The drought breaks with the tears of a mother.
A baby’s cry is the sound of love.
Come down, come down, Emmanuel.
He is the song for the suffering.
He is Messiah, the Prince of Peace has come.
He has come, Emmanuel. Chorus

For all who wait,
For all who hunger,
For all who’ve prayed,
For all who wonder,
Behold your King.
Behold Messiah.
Emmanuel, Emmanuel. Chorus
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The world waits for the miracle.
The heart longs for a little bit of hope.
Oh come, oh come Emmanuel!

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

Acts 1:6-11

6Sowhen they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will 
you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, 
“It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has 
fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.” 9And when he had said these things, as they were looking 
on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And 
while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men 
stood by them in white robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why 
do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him 
go into heaven.”
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SERMON

The Time and Place
Rev. Dr. Scott Redd

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING



13

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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HYMN

The Power of the Cross
Keith Getty · Stuart Townend · Arr. Dan Galbraith

Oh, to see the dawn of the darkest day,
Christ on the road to Calvary.
Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten, then
Nailed to a cross of wood.
 
This, the pow’r of the cross.
Christ became sin for us.
Took the blame, bore the wrath,
We stand forgiven at the cross.
 
Oh, to see the pain written on Your face,
Bearing the awesome weight of sin.
Ev’ry bitter thought, ev’ry evil deed,
Crowning Your bloodstained brow. Chorus
 
Now the daylight flees, now the ground beneath
Quakes as its Maker bows His head.
Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life,
“Finished!” the vict’ry cry. Chorus
 
Oh, to see my name written in Your wounds,
For through Your suffering, I am free.
Death is crushed to death, life is mine to live,
Won through Your selfless love.
 
This, the pow’r of the cross.
Son of God slain for us.
What a love, what a cost,
We stand forgiven at the cross.
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

The Power of the Cross
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


