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PREPARATION

January 9, 2022 
First Sunday after the Epiphany

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“Injustice is a threatening subject for the ruling classes who have the 
time and inclination for reading books…Those who suffer most from 
injustice are the poorly educated, the impoverished, the invisible. Justice 
is involved with law and judges; the people most likely to suffer injustice 
cannot afford good lawyers, do not even know any lawyers, whereas 
lawyers and judges are the ones who have the money to buy books.”

—Fleming Rutledge

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Lord, we beseech you mercifully to receive the prayers of your people who 
call upon you; and grant that we may both perceive and know what things 
we ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfill 
them; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Isaiah 43:1-7
psalm: Psalm 26
second reading: Acts 8:14-17
gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed (Traditional)
James Montgomery

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, great David’s greater Son!
Hail in the time appointed, His reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free,
To take away transgression, and rule in equity.
 
He comes with succor speedy to those who suffer wrong,
To help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong,
To give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light,
Whose souls, condemned and dying are precious in His sight.

To Him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend,
His kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end.
The tide of time shall never His covenant remove;
His name shall stand forever, that name to us is Love.
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 72

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

Give the king your justice, O God,

And your righteousness to the royal son! 

May he judge your people with righteousness,

And your poor with justice!

Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people,

And the hills, in righteousness!

May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,

Give deliverance to the children of the needy, and 
crush the oppressor!

May they fear you while the sun endures,

And as long as the moon, throughout all 
generations!
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HYMN

O Worship the King
Robert Grant · William Gardiner

O worship the King, all glorious above,
And gratefully sing His wonderful love.
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days,
Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.
 
O tell of His might, and sing of His grace,
Whose robe is the light and canopy space.
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm.
 
Love lifted me, Love lifted me.
When nothing else could help, Love lifted me.
Love lifted me, Love lifted me.
When nothing else could help, Love lifted me.
 
O Measureless Might, Ineffable Love,
While angels delight to worship above.
Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end,
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty and merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 
against you and one another in both our actions and our inac-
tions. We recognize that in Jesus Christ our light has come, 
yet often we choose to walk in shadows and ignore the light. 
Gracious God, forgive our sins and remove from us the veil of 
darkness that shrouds our lives. Illumined by your Word and 
sacrament, may we rise to the radiance of Christ’s glory. Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

John 1:9, 12

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
world. To all who have received him, who believe in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God. 

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Precious Lord, Take my Hand
Thomas A. Dorsey · George N. Allen

Precious Lord, take my hand,
Lead me on, let me stand;
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn;
Through the storm, through the night,
Lead me on to the light.

Take my hand, precious Lord,
Lead me home.

When my way grows drear,
Precious Lord, linger near,
When my life is almost gone,
Hear my cry, hear my call,
Hold my hand lest I fall. Chorus

When the darkness appears,
And the night draws near,
And the day is past and gone;
At the river I stand,
Guide my feet, hold my hand. Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth;.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 The holy catholic Church,
 The communion of saints,
 The forgiveness of sins,
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  
All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 



9

OFFERTORY HYMN

“Laudate Dominum” from the Vesperae solennes 
de Confessore
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Elisabeth Slaten, Soloist 

Laudate Dominum omnes gentes
Laudate eum, omnes populi
Quoniam confirmata est
Super nos misericordia ejus
Et veritas Domini manet in aeternum

Gloria Patri, et Filio, et Spiritui Sancto,
Sicut erat in principio, et nunc, et semper, 
Et in saecula saeculorum. 
Amen.

O praise the Lord, all ye nations;
praise him, all ye people.
For his merciful kindness is great toward us;
and the truth of the Lord endureth for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. 
Amen.
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THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 4:14-22

14And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a 
report about him went out through all the surrounding country. 
15And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all. 16And 
he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was 
his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and 
he stood up to read. 17And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where 
it was written,

18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
    because he has anointed me
    to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives
    and recovering of sight to the blind,
    to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
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20And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant 
and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed 
on him. 21And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture 
has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22And all spoke well of him 
and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his 
mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?”

SERMON

Justice & Jesus | Jesus’ First Inaugural
Rev. Jason Harris

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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HYMN

O Praise the Name
Dean Usher · Marty Sampson · Benjamin Hastings

I cast my mind to Calvary,
Where Jesus bled and died for me.
I see His wounds, His hands, His feet.
My Savior on that cursed tree.

His body bound and drenched in tears,
They laid Him down in Joseph’s tomb.
The entrance sealed by heavy stone,
Messiah still and all alone.

O praise the Name of the Lord our God!
O praise His Name forever more!
For endless days we will sing Your praise,
O Lord, O Lord our God!

Then on the third at break of dawn,
The Son of Heaven rose again.
O trampled death where is your sting?
The angels roar for Christ the King! Chorus

He shall return in robes of white,
The Blazing Son shall pierce the night.
And I will rise among the saints,
My gaze transfixed on Jesus’ face. Chorus
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
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POSTLUDE

O Praise the Name (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


