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PREPARATION

January 16, 2022 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“No, no, we are not satisfied and will not be satisfied until 
justice rolls down like water and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”

— Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in 
heaven and earth: mercifully hear the supplications of your 
people, and grant us your peace all the days of our life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Isaiah 62:1-5
psalm: Psalm 36:5-10
second reading: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
gospel: John 2:1-11
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

All Creatures of Our God and King
St. Francis of Assisi · David Crowder · Arr. Dan Galbraith

All creatures of our God and King,
Lift up your voice, and with us sing;
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam.
O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

All ye who are of tender heart,
Forgiving others, take your part,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
Praise God, and on Him cast your care!
O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Let all things their Creator bless,
And worship Him in humbleness;
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, Three in One!
O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Isaiah 58

leader
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leader

people

Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:

To loose the chains of injustice and to set the 
oppressed free? 

Is it not to share your food with the hungry

And to provide the poor wanderer with shelter—

When you see the naked, to clothe them,

And not to turn away from your own flesh and 
blood?

Then your light will break forth like the dawn,

And your healing will quickly appear;

Then your righteousness will go before you,

And the glory of the Lord will be your rear 
guard.
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HYMN

Dayspring (High Street Hymns)
Charles Wesley · Alex Mejias

Christ, Whose glory fills the skies,
Christ, the true, the only Light,
Sun of Righteousness, arise,
Triumph o’er the shades of night.
Dayspring from on high, be near;
Daystar, in my heart appear.

Dark and cheerless is the morn,
Were it ever without Thee.
Joyless is the day’s return,
‘Til Thy mercy’s beams I see,
‘Til they inward light impart,
Glad my eyes, and warm my heart.

Visit then, this soul of mine,
Pierce the gloom of sin and grief,
Fill me, radiancy divine,
Scatter all my unbelief.
More and more Thyself display,
Shining to the perfect day.

Dayspring from on high, be near;
Daystar, in my heart appear.
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Eternal God, our judge and redeemer, we confess that we have 
tried to hide from you, for we have done wrong. We have lived 
for ourselves and apart from you. We have turned from our 
neighbors and refused to bear the burdens of others. We have 
ignored the pain of the world and passed by the hungry, the 
poor, and the oppressed. In your great mercy, forgive our sins 
and free us from selfishness, that we may choose your will and 
obey your commandments; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

John 16:33

I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. 
In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have 
overcome the world. 

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

The Blood Will Never Lose Its Power
Andrae Crouch

The blood that Jesus shed for me,
Way back on Calvary;
The blood that gives me strength
From day to day,
It will never lose its pow’r.

It reaches to the highest mountain,
And it flows to the lowest valley;
The blood that gives me strength
From day to day,
It will never lose its pow’r.

It soothes my doubts and calms my fears,
And it dries all my tears;
The blood that gives me strength
From day to day,
It will never lose its pow’r. Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth;.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 The holy catholic Church,
 The communion of saints,
 The forgiveness of sins,
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  
All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN

Justice Will Roll Down
Sandra McCracken

Nate Hackmann, Soloist 

Oh my love, you have grown so cold,
To the world outside, to the house next door.
She who has been loved much, has so much to give.
Mercy is the fragrance of the broken.

Justice will roll down, oh justice will roll down.
From high upon those mountains with a mighty river sound,
It will roll down.
It will roll down.

Oh my child, I will be your light.
In your secret pain, in the dark of night,
No enemy, no conqueror, will steal your life from me.
I am your salvation, and your victory. Chorus

Soon oh soon, when the trumpet sounds,
Every knee shall bend, every heart will pound.
I have made a new world, where the servant is the King.
Oppression will be over, and the slave set free. Chorus
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THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 4:14-22

14And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a 
report about him went out through all the surrounding country. 
15And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all. 16And 
he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was 
his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and 
he stood up to read. 17And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where 
it was written,

18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
    because he has anointed me
    to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives
    and recovering of sight to the blind,
    to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
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20And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant 
and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed 
on him. 21And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture 
has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22And all spoke well of him 
and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his 
mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?”

SERMON

Justice & Jesus | The Justice Bringer
Rev. Jason Harris

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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HYMN

Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)
Chris Tomlin

Amazing Grace! How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind but now I see.

’Twas Grace that taught my heart to fear,
And Grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that Grace appear
The hour I first believed!

My chains are gone:
I’ve been set free!
My God, my Savior has ransomed me,
And like a flood His mercy reigns;
Unending love, amazing grace.

Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
I have already come;
’Tis Grace hath brought me safe thus far,
And Grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me;
His word my hope secures.
He will my shield and portion be,
As long as life endures. Chorus
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
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POSTLUDE

Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


