
ORDER OF WORSHIP



1

PREPARATION

January 23, 2022 
Third Sunday after the Epiphany

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“If travelers on the Jerusalem-Jericho road were habitually 
beaten up and habitually cared for by Good Samaritans, the 
need for better laws to eliminate armed robbery might well be 
overlooked. If road accidents keep occurring at a particular 
crossroads, it is not more ambulances that are needed but the 
installation of traffic lights to prevent accidents. It is always 
good to feed the hungry; it is better if possible to eradicate the 
causes of hunger. So if we truly love our neighbors, and want to 
serve them, our service may oblige us to take (or solicit) politi-
cal action on their behalf.”

— John Stott

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our 
infirmities; and in all our dangers and necessities, stretch forth 
your right hand to help and defend us; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
psalm: Psalm 19
second reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
gospel: Luke 4:14-21
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Jesus, Lover of My Soul
Charles Wesley · Greg Thompson

Jesus, lover of my soul, let me to Thy bosom fly,
While the nearer waters roll, while the tempest still is high.
Hide me, O my Savior, hide, ‘til life’s storm is past.
Safe into the haven guide; receive my soul at last.
 
Other refuge have I none; I helpless, hang on Thee.
Leave, oh leave me not alone; still support and comfort me.
All my trust on Thee is stayed; all help from Thee I bring;
Cover my defenseless head in the shadow of Thy wing.
 
Thou, O Christ, are all I want, more than all in Thee I find;
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint; heal the sick, and lead the blind.
Just and holy is Thy Name; I am all unrighteousness;
False and full of sin I am; Thou art full of truth and grace.
 
Plenteous grace with Thee is found, grace to cover all my sin;
Let the healing streams abound; make and keep me pure within.
Thou of life the fountain art; let me take of Thee.
Spring Thou up within my heart for all eternity.
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Micah 6:6-8

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

With what shall I come before the Lord,

And bow myself before God on high?

Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,

With ten thousands of rivers of oil?

He has told you, O man, what is good;

And what does the Lord require of you

But to do justice, and to love mercy,

And to walk humbly with your God?
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HYMN

This is My Father’s World
Franklin Sheppard

This is my Father’s world, 
And to my list’ning ears,
All nature sings and’ ‘round me rings 
The music of the spheres.
This is my Father’s world, 
I rest me in the thought,
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas, 
His hand, the wonders wrought.

This is my Father’s world, 
The birds their carols raise,
The morning light, the lily white 
Declare their Master’s praise.
This is my Father’s world, 
He shines in all that’s fair,
In the rustling grass, I hear Him pass, 
He speaks to me ev’rywhere.

This is my Father’s world, 
O let me ne’er forget,
That, though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the Ruler yet.
This is my Father’s world, 
The battle is not done.
Jesus, Who died, shall be satisfied, 
And earth and Heaven be one.
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I have a Father; He is my Father.
He reigns in power and in love!
I have a Father, my glorious Father,
Creator, Master, King, my God!

This is my Father’s world, 
O let me ne’er forget,
That, though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the Ruler yet.
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Eternal God, we humbly confess that we have not loved you 
with our hearts, minds and souls, and we have not loved our 
neighbors as Christ loved us. We have all too often lived by our 
own selfish impulses rather than by the life of sacrificial love as 
revealed by Jesus. We often give in order to receive. We love our 
friends and hate our enemies. We go the first mile but dare not 
travel the second. We forgive but dare not forget. And so as we 
look within ourselves, we are confronted with the appalling fact 
that the history of our lives is the history of an eternal revolt 
against you. God, have mercy upon us. Forgive us for what we 
could have been but failed to be. Give us the intelligence to 
know your will. Give us the courage to do your will. Give us the 
devotion to love your will. In the name and spirit of Jesus, we 
pray. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Matthew 9:13

Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ 
For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Love’s Redeeming Work is Done
Charles Wesley · Alex Mejias

Love’s redeeming work is done,
Fought the fight, the battle won.
Death in vain forbids Him rise,
Christ has opened paradise.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
 
Lives again our glorious King,
Where, O death, is now thy sting?
Once He died our souls to save,
Where thy victory, O grave?
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
 
Soar we now where Christ has led,
Following our exalted Head.
Made like Him, like Him we rise,
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth;.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 The holy catholic Church,
 The communion of saints,
 The forgiveness of sins,
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  
All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN

See the Love
The Brilliance

Seth Ward, Soloist 

Every day we go to war again.
We assume we know so much more than them.
Before we hear what they have to say,
Headline breaks and we start to hate again.
Callin’ them names again,
We give our peace away. 

I hope they see it,
‘Cause I wanna see it.
I hope we believe it.

I wanna see,
I wanna see the love
All around you,
All around you.
I wanna know,
I wanna know that love
Is all around you.
It’s all around.

Shout! 
Day by day, hope fades away, 
And then we know that there is pain within.
We cannot medicate,
Learn to feel, learn to begin again.
Open our eyes again
To see our brother’s pain. Chorus
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See how it lights you up.
It lights you up.
See how it lights you up.
It lights you up.
See how it lights you up.
It lights you up. Chorus

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

Matthew 23:1-4, 23-24

1Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2“The scribes 
and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat, 3so do and observe whatever 
they tell you, but not the works they do. For they preach, but do 
not practice. 4They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay 
them on people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing 
to move them with their finger.

23“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe 
mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier mat-
ters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you 
ought to have done, without neglecting the others. 24You blind 
guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel!
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SERMON

Justice & Jesus | The Eclipse of Justice
Rev. Jason Harris

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 



15

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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HYMN

Hosanna
Brooke Fraser

I see the King of glory,
Coming on the clouds with fire;
The whole earth shakes,
The whole earth shakes.

I see His love and mercy,
Washing over all our sin.
The people sing,
The people sing:

Hosanna, Hosanna,
Hosanna in the highest!
Hosanna, Hosanna,
Hosanna in the highest!

I see a generation,
Rising up to take their place,
With selfless faith,
With selfless faith.

I see a near revival,
Stirring as we pray and seek.
We’re on our knees,
We’re on our knees. Chorus
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Heal my heart and make it clean;
Open up my eyes to the things unseen.
Show me how to love,
Like You have loved me.
Break my heart for what breaks Yours;
Everything I am for Your kingdom’s cause,
As I walk from earth into eternity. Chorus

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Hosanna (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


