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PREPARATION

January 30, 2022 
The Fourth Sunday After Epiphany

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

"We may ask whether Jesus was involved in politics. In the latter and 
narrower sense, he clearly was not. He never formed a political party, 
adopted a political program, or organized a political protest. He took no 
steps to influence the policies of Caesar, Pilate, or Herod. On the contrary, 
he renounced a political career. In the other and broader sense of the word, 
however, his whole ministry was political. For he had himself come into the 
world in order to share in the life of the human community, and he sent his 
followers into the world to do the same. Moreover, the Kingdom of God he 
proclaimed and inaugurated was a radically new and different social orga-
nization, whose values and standards challenged those of the old and fallen 
community. In this way his teaching had ‘political’ implications. It offered 
an alternative to the status quo. His kingship, moreover, was perceived as a 
challenge to Caesar’s, and he was therefore accused of sedition.”

—John Stott

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Lord God, you know us to be set in the midst of so many great dangers, 
that because of our frailness we cannot always stand uprightly: Grant 
us such health of body and soul, that we may well pass and overcome 
all those things which we suffer for sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Jeremiah 1:4-10
psalm: Psalm 71:1-6
second reading: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
gospel: Luke 4:21-30
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Everlasting God
Brenton Brown · Ken Riley · Arr. Chris Schopmeyer

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord,
We will wait upon the Lord,
We will wait upon the Lord.

Our God, You reign forever;
Our hope, our Strong Deliverer,
 
You are the everlasting God,
The everlasting God;
You do not faint, You won’t grow weary.
You’re the defender of the weak,
You comfort those in need,
You lift us up on wings like eagles.
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Isaiah 40

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,

The Creator of the ends of the earth.

He does not faint or grow weary;

His understanding is unsearchable.

He gives power to the faint,

And to him who has no might he increases 
strength.

Even youths shall faint and be weary,

And young men shall fall exhausted;

But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their 
strength;

They shall mount up with wings like eagles;

They shall run and not be weary;

They shall walk and not faint.
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HYMN

Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven
Henry Frances Lyte · John Goss

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;
To His feet thy tribute bring.
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Evermore His praises sing:
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise the everlasting King.
 
Praise Him for His grace and favor
To His people in distress.
Praise Him still the same as ever,
Slow to chide, and swift to bless. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Glorious in His faithfulness.
 
Fatherlike, He tends and spares us;
Well our feeble frame He knows.
In His hands He gently bears us,
Rescues us from all our foes. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Widely yet His mercy flows. 
 
Angels, help us to adore Him;
Ye behold Him face to face;
Sun and moon bow down before Him,
Dwellers all in time and space. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise with us the God of grace.
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Father, eternal giver of light and grace, we have sinned against 
you and against our neighbor, in what we have thought, in 
what we have said and done, through ignorance, through 
weakness, through our own deliberate fault. We have wounded 
your love, and marred your image in us. We are sorry and 
ashamed, and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past; and lead 
us out from darkness to walk as children of light. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

1 John 1:5-7

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to 
you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say 
we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie 
and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is 
in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood 
of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

The King of Love, My Shepherd Is
Jonathan Lindley · Adam Palmer · Stephanie Kulla

The King of Love my Shepherd is, 
Whose goodness faileth never.
I nothing lack if I am His 
And He is mine forever.
And He is mine forever!

Where streams of living water flow 
My ransomed soul He leadeth,
And where the verdant pastures grow 
With food celestial feedeth.

Never failing Ruler of my heart, 
Everlasting Lover of my soul,
On the mountain high or in the valley low,
The King of Love my Shepherd is!
The King of Love my Shepherd is!

Lost and foolish oft I strayed, 
But yet in love He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid 
And home rejoicing brought me.

In death’s dark veil I fear no ill 
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me.
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
Thy cross before to guide me. Chorus

Oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
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And so through all the length of days 
Thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing Your praise 
Within Your house forever.
Within Your house forever!!

PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
The only Son of God, 
Eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
True God from true God, 
Begotten, not made, 
Of one Being with the Father. 
Through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
 He came down from heaven: 
 By the power of the Holy Spirit 
 He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was  
  made man. 
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For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 He suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day He rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
  dead, 
 And His kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  
All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN

Little Things With Great Love
Audrey Assad

Rachael Anacker, Soloist

In the garden of our Savior, no flower grows unseen.
His kindness rains like water on every humble seed.
No simple act of mercy escapes His watchful eye.
For there is One who loves me,
His hand is over mine.

In the kingdom of the heavens, no suff ’ring is unknown.
Each tear that falls is holy, each breaking heart a throne.
There is a song of beauty on ev’ry weeping eye.
For there is One who loves me,
His heart, it breaks with mine.

Oh, the deeds forgotten; oh, the works unseen.
Every drink of water flowing graciously.
Every tender mercy, You’re making glorious.
This You have asked us,
Do little things with great love,
Little things with great love.

At the table of our Savior, no mouth will go unfed.
His children in the shadows stream in and raise their heads.
Oh give us ears to hear them and give us eyes that see.
For there is One who loves them,
I am His hands and feet.

For there is One who loves them,
I am His hands and feet.
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THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 6:20-26

20And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said:

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.

21“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied.

“Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.

22“Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude 
you and revile you and spurn your name as evil, on account of 
the Son of Man! 23Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, 
your reward is great in heaven; for so their fathers did to the 
prophets.

24“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your con-
solation.

25“Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be hungry.

“Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep.
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26“Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so their 
fathers did to the false prophets.”

SERMON

Justice & Jesus | The Political Jesus
Rev. Jason Harris

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING



14

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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HYMN

How Great is Our God
Chris Tomlin · Jesse Reeves · Ed Cash

The splendor of a King, clothed in majesty,
Let all the earth rejoice—all the earth rejoice.
He wraps himself in light, and darkness tries to hide,
And trembles at His voice, and trembles at His voice.

How great is our God, sing with me,
How great is our God, and all will see.
How great—how great is our God.

And age to age He stands, and time is in His hands,
Beginning and the End—Beginning and the End.
The Godhead, Three in One, Father, Spirit, Son,
The Lion and the Lamb—the Lion and the Lamb. Chorus

Name above all names, worthy of all praise,
My heart will sing, how great is our God.
Name above all names, worthy of all praise,
My heart will sing, how great is our God. Chorus
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

How Great is Our God
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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NOMINATIONS FOR CHURCH OFFICERS

This year’s nominating committee would like to encourage 
the members of the congregation to provide suggestions 
for the position of Elder, Deacon and Trustee. Any name 
forwarded to the committee will be evaluated on the follow-
ing criteria: commitment to Jesus Christ, to Central Church, 
and to the theology and government of the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church, demonstrated leadership ability, and 
the willingness to serve. Please note that according to our 
by-laws all candidates must undergo a course of instruction 
and be approved by the Session before being nominated and 
presented to the congregation. If you have any questions, 
if you would like to suggest a candidate, or if you would 
like to participate in a course of instruction, please contact 
Kevin Brown (kevin.brown.ssr@gmail.com) or Jason Harris 
(seniorpastor@centralchurchnyc.org).


