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PREPARATION

February 13, 2022 
The Sixth Sunday After Epiphany

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“Jesus never concealed the fact that his religion included a 
demand as well as an offer. Indeed, the demand was as total 
as the offer was free. If he offered men his salvation, he also 
demanded their submission. He gave no encouragement what-
ever to thoughtless applicants for discipleship.”

—John Stott

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty Father, whose blessed Son was revealed so that he 
might destroy the works of the devil and make us the children 
of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that having this hope we 
may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he shall appear 
again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in 
his eternal and glorious kingdom, where with you, Father, and 
with the Holy Spirit, he lives and reigns, one God, forevermore. 
Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Jeremiah 17:5-10
psalm: Psalm 1
second reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20
gospel: Luke 6:17-26
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)  
Matt Redman

Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul,
Worship His Holy Name.
Sing like never before, O my soul,
I'll worship Your Holy Name.

The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning,
It's time to sing Your song again.
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me,
Let me be singing when the evening comes. Chorus

You're rich in love, and You're slow to anger,
Your Name is great, and Your heart is kind.
For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing
Ten-thousand reasons for my heart to find. Chorus

And on that day when my strength is failing
The end is near, and my time has come
Still my soul will sing your praise unending:
Ten thousand years and then forevermore! Chorus
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 103

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within 
me,

Bless his holy name!

Bless the Lord, O my soul,

And forget not all his benefits,

Who forgives all your iniquity,

Who heals all your diseases,

Who redeems your life from the pit,

Who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,

Who satisfies you with good

So that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 
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HYMN

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
Iris DeMent · Elisha A. Hoffman · Anthony J. Showalter · Arr. Nolan Williams, Jr.

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

Leaning, leaning,
Safe and secure from all alarms;
Leaning, leaning,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;
O how bright the path grows from day to day,
Leaning on the everlasting arms. Chorus
 
What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
Leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
Leaning on the everlasting arms. Chorus
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your 
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

1 John 2:8-9

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Precious Lord, Take My Hand
Thomas A. Dorsey · George N. Allen 

Precious Lord, take my hand,
Lead me on, let me stand;
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn;
Through the storm, through the night,
Lead me on to the light.

Take my hand, precious Lord,
Lead me home.

When my way grows drear,
Precious Lord, linger near,
When my life is almost gone,
Hear my cry, hear my call,
Hold my hand lest I fall. Chorus

When the darkness appears,
And the night draws near,
And the day is past and gone;
At the river I stand,
Guide my feet, hold my hand. Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth;.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 The holy catholic Church,
 The communion of saints,
 The forgiveness of sins,
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  
All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN

My Worship
Phil Thompson

Jahcee Singletary, Soloist

You Lord, You are worthy,
And no one can worship You for me.
For all the things You’ve done for me,
And no one can worship You for me.

Here’s my worship.
All of my worship.
Receive my worship.
All of my worship.

You Lord, You are worthy,
And no one can worship You for me.
For all the things You’ve done for me,
And no one can worship You for me,
Come on, let’s sing high in this place. Chorus

And I will not be silent.
I will always worship You.
As long as I am breathing,
I will always worship You. Chorus

You Lord, You are worthy.



11

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 18:18-23
The passage can be found on page 877 of the pew Bible

18And a ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” 19And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call 
me good? No one is good except God alone. 20You know the 
commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, 
Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your father and 
mother.’” 21And he said, “All these I have kept from my youth.” 
22When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “One thing you still 
lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 23But when 
he heard these things, he became very sad, for he was extremely 
rich.



12

Matthew 22:34-40
The passage can be found on page 828 of the pew Bible

34But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sad-
ducees, they gathered together. 35And one of them, a lawyer, 
asked him a question to test him. 36“Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the Law?” 37And he said to him, “You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind. 38This is the great and first command-
ment. 39And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. 40On these two commandments depend all the Law 
and the Prophets.”

Micah 6:8
The passage can be found on page 780 of the pew Bible

8He has told you, O man, what is good;
    and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
    and to walk humbly with your God?

SERMON

Jesus & Justice | The Next Step
Paul Coty
Mr. Coty’s bio can be found on page 19 of the bulletin.



13

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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leader
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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HYMN

Oceans (Where Feet May Fail)
Matt Crocker · Joel Houston

Jahcee Singletary, Soloist

You call me out upon the waters,
The great unknown, where feet may fail,
And there I find You in the myst’ry,
In oceans deep, my faith will stand.

And I will call upon Your Name,
And keep my eyes above the waves,
When oceans rise, my soul will rest in Your embrace,
For I am Yours, and You are mine.

Your grace abounds in deepest waters,
Your sov'reign hand will be my guide
Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me,
You've never failed, and You won't start now. Chorus

Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders,
Let me walk upon the waters, 
Wherever You would call me;
Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander,
And my faith will be made stronger 
In the presence of my Savior. Chorus
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Oceans (Reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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PAUL COTY’S BIO

Paul H. Coty III is the Vice President of the Northeast Division 
for Young Life, a Christian ministry that reaches out to middle 
school, high school, and college students in all 50 of the United 
States and in more than 100 countries around the world. Paul is 
an ordained elder through the United Holy Churches of America 
and serves as a minister in New York’s Christian Cultural Center. 
He is passionate about providing opportunities for youth and 
young adults to reach their God-given potential by providing 
access to training, programming, and fund development that 
enhances and encourages young people to become healthy 
spiritually, intellectually, socially, and physically.

NOMINATIONS FOR CHURCH OFFICERS

This year’s nominating committee would like to encourage 
the members of the congregation to provide suggestions 
for the position of Elder, Deacon and Trustee. Any name 
forwarded to the committee will be evaluated on the follow-
ing criteria: commitment to Jesus Christ, to Central Church, 
and to the theology and government of the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church, demonstrated leadership ability, and 
the willingness to serve. Please note that according to our 
by-laws all candidates must undergo a course of instruction 
and be approved by the Session before being nominated and 
presented to the congregation. If you have any questions, 
if you would like to suggest a candidate, or if you would 
like to participate in a course of instruction, please contact 
Kevin Brown (kevin.brown.ssr@gmail.com) or Jason Harris 
(seniorpastor@centralchurchnyc.org).


