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PREPARATION

February 20, 2022 
The Seventh Sunday After Epiphany

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“...the sort of love Jesus had in mind when he said that we are to 
love our neighbors as ourselves does not supersede justice but 
incorporates justice. Loving one’s neighbor as oneself requires, 
as a minimum, that one treat one’s neighbor justly. Loving one’s 
neighbor often goes beyond what justice requires; but it never 
falls short of doing what justice requires.”

—Nicholas Wolterstorff

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty God, creator of all things and giver of every good 
and perfect gift, hear with favor the prayers of your people, that 
we who are justly punished for our offenses may mercifully 
be delivered by your goodness, for the glory of your name; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Genesis 45:3-11, 15
psalm: Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
second reading: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
gospel: Luke 6:27-38
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus
Samuel Trevor Francis · Thomas J. Williams

O the deep, deep love of Jesus,
Vast, unmeasured, boundless, free!
Rolling as a mighty ocean 
In its fullness over me!
Underneath me, all around me, 
Is the current of Thy love,
Leading onward, leading homeward to 
Thy glorious rest above!

O the deep, deep love of Jesus, 
Spread His praise from shore to shore!
How He loveth, ever loveth, 
Changeth never, nevermore!
How He watches o’er His loved ones, 
Died to call them all His own;
How for them He intercedeth, 
Watcheth o’er them from the throne!

O the deep, deep love of Jesus, 
Love of ev’ry love the best!
’Tis an ocean full of blessing, 
’Tis a haven giving rest!
O the deep, deep love of Jesus, 
’Tis a Heav’n of Heav’ns to me;
And it lifts me up to glory, 
For it lifts me up to Thee!
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 86

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

All the nations you have made shall come,

And worship before you, O lord, and shall 
glorify your name.

For you are great and do wondrous things;

You alone are God.

Teach me your way, O lord,

That I may walk in your truth; unite my heart to
fear your name.

I give thanks to you, O lord my God, with my 
whole heart

And I will glorify your name forever.

For great is your steadfast love toward me;

You have delivered my soul from the depths! 
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HYMN

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
Joachim Neander · Catherine Winkworth · Christy Nockels · Arr. Seth Ward

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation!
O my soul praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near;
Praise Him in glad adoration!

Praise to the Lord, Who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth.
Shelters thee under His wings, yea so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been
Granted in what He ordaineth?

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!

Praise to the Lord, Who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee.
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,
If in His love He befriend thee. Chorus

Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen sound from His people again;
Gladly, for aye, we adore Him. Chorus
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious Father, we confess that we have longed too much for 
the comforts and treasures of this world rather than for your 
enduring Kingdom. We have loved the gifts more than the 
Giver. In your mercy, help us to see that the things we strive 
for are shadows, but you are the substance; that they are quick-
sand, but you are a mighty rock; that they are shifting, but you 
are an anchor. Thank you for forgiving us through the riches 
of Christ and freeing us to live a new life, faithfully devoted to 
him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Colossians 3:1-4

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.
For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Beneath the Cross of Jesus
Sandra McCracken · Chris Miner 

Beneath the cross of Jesus, I fain would take my stand.
The shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land,
A home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way,
From the burning of the noontide heat, and the burden of the day.

Upon the cross of Jesus, mine eyes at times can see
The very dying form of One Who suffered there for me.
And from my stricken heart, with tears, two wonders I confess:
The wonders of His glorious love and my unworthiness.
 
I take, O cross, thy shadow for my abiding place;
I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of His face.
Content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss;
My sinful self, my only shame; my glory, all the cross.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth;.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 The holy catholic Church,
 The communion of saints,
 The forgiveness of sins,
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  
All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN

Rescue
Jason David Ingram · Paul Brendon Mabury · Lauren Daigle

Amber Ward, Soloist

You are not hidden.
There’s never been a moment
You were forgotten.
You are not hopeless.
Though you have been broken,
Your innocence stolen,

I hear you whisper underneath your breath.
I hear your SOS.
Your SOS.

I will send out an army
To find you in the middle of the darkest night.
It’s true, I will rescue you.

There is no distance
That cannot be covered.
Over and over
You’re not defenseless.
I’ll be your shelter.
I’ll be your armor.

I hear you whisper underneath your breath.
I hear your SOS, 
Your SOS.
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I will send out an army
To find you in the middle of the darkest night.
It’s true, I will rescue you,
And I will never stop marching
To reach you in the middle of the hardest fight.
It’s true, I will rescue you.

I hear the whisper underneath your breath.
I hear you whisper you have nothing left. Chorus

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 10:25-37
The passage can be found on page 869 of the pew Bible

18And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, 
“Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 26He said to 
him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 27And 
he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with 
all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 28And he said to 
him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”

29But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is 
my neighbor?” 30Jesus replied, “A man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped 
him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31Now 
by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw 
him he passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when 
he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 
33But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and 
when he saw him, he had compassion. 34He went to him and 
bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him 
on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of 
him. 35And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them 
to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more 
you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ 36Which of these 
three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who 
fell among the robbers?” 37He said, “The one who showed him 
mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.”
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

SERMON

Jesus & Justice | The Parable of the Innkeeper
Rev. Chris Hildebrand
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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HYMN

Divine Exchange
Charity Gayle

On the cross hung my pain
And the guilt and the shame.
Jesus bore my suffering
To the grave to make me free.

Oh the blood that was shed,
It now flows to cover sin.
It washes clean and purifies
In its healing crimson tide.

Jesus, He took my place in divine exchange;
Hallelujah! Grace is mine.
Now I will live by faith for the One who saves.
He gave all to give me life.

His Spirit is my present help;
I’d be lost all by myself.
He resurrects; He sanctifies.
He takes His power and makes it mine. Chorus

I lay down all lesser things for greater gain;
He is alive inside of me. Chorus
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Divine Exchange (Reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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NOMINATIONS FOR CHURCH OFFICERS

This year’s nominating committee would like to encourage 
the members of the congregation to provide suggestions 
for the position of Elder, Deacon and Trustee. Any name 
forwarded to the committee will be evaluated on the follow-
ing criteria: commitment to Jesus Christ, to Central Church, 
and to the theology and government of the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church, demonstrated leadership ability, and 
the willingness to serve. Please note that according to our 
by-laws all candidates must undergo a course of instruction 
and be approved by the Session before being nominated and 
presented to the congregation. If you have any questions, 
if you would like to suggest a candidate, or if you would 
like to participate in a course of instruction, please contact 
Kevin Brown (kevin.brown.ssr@gmail.com) or Jason Harris 
(seniorpastor@centralchurchnyc.org).


