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PREPARATION

February 27, 2022 
Transfiguration Sunday

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“A persistent charge against forgiveness, mercy, pardon, 
amnesty, commutation of sentence, and the like is that, in mer-
cifully foregoing or diminishing punishment of the wrongdoer, 
justice is violated…There are different kinds of justice, as there 
are different kinds of love. So a question that naturally comes to 
mind…is what kind of justice and what kind of love do writers 
see as coming into conflict with each other?”

—Nicholas Wolterstorff

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Lord, you have taught us that whatever we do without love is 
worth nothing: Send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts 
that most excellent gift of love, the true bond of peace and of 
all virtues, without which whoever lives is counted dead before 
you; grant this, for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Exodus 34:29-35
psalm: Psalm 99
second reading: 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2
gospel: Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a)
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

It Is Well
Horatio G. Spafford · Phillip P. Bliss

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
“It is well, it is well with my soul.”
 
It is well with my soul,
It is well, it is well with my soul.
 
My sin—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!—
My sin, not in part but the whole,
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Chorus
 
And, Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Chorus
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 130
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Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord!

O Lord, hear my voice! 

Let your ears be attentive

To the voice of my pleas for mercy!

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,

O Lord, who could stand?

But with you there is forgiveness,

That you may be feared.

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits,

And in his word I hope.
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HYMN

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Robert Robinson · Traditional American Music

Come Thou Fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace.
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it,
Mount of Thy unchanging love.
 
Here I raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by Thy help I come.
And I hope by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God.
He to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.
 
O, to grace how great a debtor,
Daily I’m constrained to be.
Let that grace now, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love.
Here’s my heart, O, take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart and soul and mind and strength. We have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. In your mercy, forgive what we have 
been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, 
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Acts 13:38

Let it be known to you therefore, that through this man forgive-
ness of sins is proclaimed to you. 

leader

all

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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PASSING OF THE PEACE
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HYMN

Cornerstone
Edward Mote · Eric Liljero · Jonas Myrin · Reuben Morgan

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 
But wholly trust in Jesus’ Name.

Christ alone, Cornerstone.
Weak made strong in the Savior’s love.
Through the storm, He is Lord,
Lord of all.

When darkness seems to hide His face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace.
In ev’ry high and stormy gale, 
My anchor holds within the veil.
My anchor holds within the veil. Chorus

When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
O may I then in Him be found!
Dressed in His righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne! Chorus

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth;.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 The holy catholic Church,
 The communion of saints,
 The forgiveness of sins,
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting. Amen.
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 11:30 AM SERVICE

Eleanor Margaret Brezler
Daughter of Jason and Sarah Brezler

Baptismal Vows

1 Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood 
of Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?

2 Do you claim God’s covenant promises on her behalf, and do 
you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for Eleanor’s salva-
tion, as you do for your own?

3 Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and 
promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will 
endeavor to set before him a godly example, that you will 
pray with and for her, that you will teach her the truths of the 
Christian faith, and that you will strive, by all the means of 
God’s appointment, to bring Eleanor up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord?

Congregational Vow 

 Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of 
assisting Jason and Sarah in the Christian nurture of their 
child?
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  
All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 10 AM SERVICE
We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN

Living Hope 
Phil Wickham

Lamont Watson, Soloist 

How great the chasm that lay between us.
How high the mountain I could not climb.
In desperation, I turned to heaven,
And spoke your name into the night.
Then through the darkness
Your loving kindness
Tore through the shadows of my soul.
The work is finished, the end is written
Jesus Christ, my living hope.

Who could imagine so great a mercy?
What heart could fathom such boundless grace?
The God of ages stepped down from glory
To wear my sin and bear my shame.
The cross has spoken, I am forgiven.
The king of kings calls me His own.
Beautiful savior, I’m yours forever
Jesus Christ, my living hope

Hallelujah, praise the one who set me free.
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me.
You have broken every chain.
There’s salvation in your name.
Jesus Christ, my living hope.
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Then came the morning that sealed the promise.
Your buried body began to breathe.
Out of the silence, the roaring lion
Declared the grave has no claim on me. Chorus

Jesus Christ, my living hope.
Oh God, you are my living hope.

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

Matthew 18:21-35

21Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my 
brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven 
times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but 
seventy-seven times.

23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 
who wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24When he began 
to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand 
talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master ordered him 
to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and 
payment to be made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, implor-
ing him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 
27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him 
and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, 
he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred 
denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay 
what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with 
him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused 
and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 
31When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were 
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all 
that had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said 
to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because 
you pleaded with me. 33And should not you have had mercy on 
your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his 
master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his 
debt. 35So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if 
you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”
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SERMON

Justice & Jesus | Is Forgiveness Unjust?
Rev. Jason Harris

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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HYMN

Jesus, Son of God
Chris Tomlin

You came down from heaven’s throne,
This earth You formed was not Your home,
A love like this, the world had never known.
A crown of thorns to mock your name—
Forgiveness fell upon Your face:
A love like this, the world had never known.

On the altar of our praise,
Let there be no higher name:
Jesus, Son of God!
You laid down Your perfect life,
You are the sacrifice,
Jesus, Son of God.
You are Jesus, Son of God!

You took our sin,
You bore our shame,
You rose to life,
You defeated the grave,
A love like this, the world has never known! Chorus

Be lifted higher
Than all You’ve overcome.
Your name be louder
Than any other song.
There is no power
That can come against Your love.
The cross was enough!
The cross was enough! Chorus
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
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POSTLUDE

Jesus, Son of God (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


