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PREPARATION

March 6, 2022 
The First Sunday of Lent

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“Give up yourself, and you will find your real self. Lose your life and 
you will save it. Submit to death, death of your ambitions and favorite 
wishes every day and death of your whole body in the end, submit 
with every fiber of your being, and you will find eternal life. Keep 
back nothing. Nothing that you have not given away will be really 
yours. Nothing in you that has not died will ever be raised from the 
dead. Look for yourself, and you will find in the long run only hatred, 
loneliness, despair, rage, ruin, and decay. But look for Christ and you 
will find him, and with him everything else thrown in.”

—C. S. Lewis

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Lord Jesus Christ, for our sake you fasted forty days and forty nights: 
Give us grace to use such abstinence that, our flesh being subdued 
by the spirit, we may always obey your will in righteousness and true 
holiness, to your honor and glory; for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, forevermore. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Deuteronomy 26:1-11
psalm: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
second reading: Romans 10:8b-13
gospel: Luke 4:1-13
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

And Can It Be (Traditional)
Charles Wesley · Thomas Campbell

And can it be that I should gain
An int’rest in the Savior’s blood?
Died He for me, who caused His pain,
For me, who Him to death, pursued.
Amazing love! how can it be,
That Thou, my God, should die for me?

Amazing love! how can it be,
That Thou, my God, should die for me!

So free, so infinite His grace;
Emptied Himself of all but love,
And bled for Adam’s helpless race;
‘Tis mercy all, immense and free,
For, O my God, it found out me. Chorus

Long my imprisoned spirit lay,
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night.
Thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray,
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light.
My chains fell off, my heart was free;
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. Chorus
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No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine!
Alive in Him, my living Head,
And clothed in righteousness divine.
Bold, I approach th’ eternal throne,
And claim the crown, through Christ my own. Chorus

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Isaiah 55

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

Seek the Lord while he may be found;

Call upon him while he is near;

Let the wicked forsake his way,

And the unrighteous man his thoughts;

Let him return to the Lord, that he may have 
compassion on him,

And to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

Neither are your ways my ways, declares the 
Lord.

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
my ways higher than your ways

And my thoughts than your thoughts.
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HYMN

How Marvelous (I Stand Amazed)
Charles H. Gabriel · Chris Tomlin · Arr. John Wasson

I stand amazed in the presence
Of Jesus the Nazarene
And wonder how He could love me,
A sinner, condemned, unclean.

Singin’ how marvelous! How wonderful!
And my song shall ever be:
How marvelous! How wonderful!
Is my Savior’s love for me!

He took my sins and my sorrows,
He made them His very own;
He bore the burden to Calvary,
And suffered and died alone. Chorus

When with the ransomed in glory
His face I at last shall see,
’Twill be my joy through the ages
To sing of His love for me. Chorus
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost. 
We confess that we have strayed from you and turned aside 
from your way. We are misled by pride, for we see ourselves 
pure when we are stained and great when we are small. We 
have failed in love, neglected justice, and ignored your truth. 
Have mercy, O God, and forgive our sin. Return us to paths of 
righteousness through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

1 Peter 2:24

He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we, free 
from sins, might live for righteousness; by his wounds we have 
been healed.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

The Power of the Cross
Keith Getty · Stuart Townend · Arr. Dan Galbraith

Oh, to see the dawn of the darkest day,
Christ on the road to Calvary.
Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten, then
Nailed to a cross of wood.

This, the pow’r of the cross.
Christ became sin for us.
Took the blame, bore the wrath,
We stand forgiven at the cross.

Oh, to see the pain written on Your face,
Bearing the awesome weight of sin.
Ev’ry bitter thought, ev’ry evil deed,
Crowning Your bloodstained brow. Chorus

Now the daylight flees, now the ground beneath
Quakes as its Maker bows His head.
Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life,
“Finished!” the vict’ry cry. Chorus

Oh, to see my name written in Your wounds,
For through Your suffering, I am free.
Death is crushed to death, life is mine to live,
Won through Your selfless love.

This, the pow’r of the cross.
Son of God slain for us.
What a love, what a cost,
We stand forgiven at the cross.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
The only Son of God, 
Eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
True God from true God, 
Begotten, not made, 
Of one Being with the Father. 
Through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
 He came down from heaven: 
 By the power of the Holy Spirit 
 He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was  
  made man. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 He suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day He rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
  dead, 
 And His kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER WITH CHILDREN PLEASE BE SEATED

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the 
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers 
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to their 
language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to remain in 
the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighbor-
hood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer requests to 
centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.

CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY

Please take a few minutes to fill out this year’s congregational survey at  
centralchurchnyc.org/survey.
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OFFERTORY

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

You can give online by texting centralchurchnyc to 833-737-6262 or visiting 
centralchurchnyc.org/give.

OFFERTORY HYMN

Multiplied
Nathaniel Rinehart · William Rinehart

Nate Hackmann, Soloist

Your love is like radiant diamonds
Bursting inside us we cannot contain.
Your love will surely come find us
Like blazing wildfires singing Your name.

God of mercy, sweet love of mine,
I have surrendered to Your design!
May this offering stretch across the skies,
These Hallelujahs be multiplied.

These Hallelujahs be multiplied.
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THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

Matthew 16:24-27
The passage can be found on page 822 of the pew Bible.

24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, 
let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25For 
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit a man if he gains 
the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give 
in return for his soul? 27For the Son of Man is going to come with 
his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each 
person according to what he has done. 

SERMON

An Invitation to Discipleship | If Anyone Would…
Rev. Jason Harris
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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HYMN

Who You Say I Am
Brooke Ligertwood · Michael Guy Chislett

Who am I that the highest King would welcome me?
I was lost but He brought me in; oh, His love for me!
Oh, His love for me!

Who the Son sets free, oh, is free indeed!
I’m a child of God! Yes, I am!

Free at last, He has ransomed me; His grace runs deep.
While I was a slave to sin, Jesus died for me.
Yes, He died for me.

Who the Son sets free, oh, is free indeed!
I’m a child of God! Yes, I am!
In my Father’s house is a place for me;
I’m a child of God! Yes, I am!

I am chosen, not forsaken; I am who You say I am!
You are for me, not against me; I am who You say I am!
I am who You say I am. Chorus
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Who You Say I Am (Reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


