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PREPARATION

March 20, 2022 
The Third Sunday of Lent

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

"Hunger and thirst are perpetual characteristics of the disciples 
of Jesus, as perpetual as poverty of spirit, meekness and 
mourning. Not till we reach heaven will we ‘hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more’, for only then will Christ our Shepherd 
lead us ‘to springs of living water’.”

—John Stott

COLLECT OF THE DAY

We beseech you, almighty God, look on the heartfelt desires of 
your servants, and stretch forth the right hand of your majesty 
to be our defense against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Isaiah 55:1-9
psalm: Psalm 63:1-8
second reading: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
gospel: Luke 13:1-9
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

What Wondrous Love is This
American Folk Hymn · William Walker

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul,
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul!

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul!

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing,
To God and to the Lamb, I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM,
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing;
While millions join the theme, I will sing!

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on;
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be,
And through eternity, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;
And through eternity I’ll sing on.
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 98

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

Oh sing to the Lord a new song for he has done 
marvelous things!

The Lord has made known his salvation. He 
has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the 
nations.

He has remembered his steadfast love and his 
faithfulness to the house of Israel.

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation 
of our God.

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!

Break forth into joyous song and sing praises.
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HYMN

O Worship the King
Robert Grant · William Gardiner

O worship the King, all glorious above,
And gratefully sing His wonderful love.
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days,
Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.
 
O tell of His might, and sing of His grace,
Whose robe is the light and canopy space.
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm.
 
Love lifted me, Love lifted me.
When nothing else could help, Love lifted me.
Love lifted me, Love lifted me.
When nothing else could help, Love lifted me.
 
O Measureless Might, Ineffable Love,
While angels delight to worship above.
Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end,
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend.
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

O Lord, no day of our lives passes that does not prove us guilty 
in your sight. Our best services are filthy rags. All things in 
us call for our rejection. However, all things in Christ plead 
our acceptance. Grant us to hear your voice assuring us that 
by your wounds we are healed, that you were bruised for our 
iniquities, that you became sin for us that we might become 
righteous in you. Grant that by resting in your righteousness 
we may hereafter walk in newness of life and run hard after 
your commandments, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

2 Corinthians 5:21

For our sake God made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that 
in him we might become the righteousness of God.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)
Matt Redman

Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul,
Worship His Holy Name.
Sing like never before, O my soul,
I’ll worship Your Holy Name.

The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning,
It’s time to sing Your song again.
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me,
Let me be singing when the evening comes. Chorus

You’re rich in love, and You’re slow to anger,
Your Name is great, and Your heart is kind.
For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing
Ten-thousand reasons for my heart to find. Chorus

And on that day when my strength is failing
The end is near, and my time has come
Still my soul will sing your praise unending:
Ten thousand years and then forevermore! Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth;.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 The holy catholic Church,
 The communion of saints,
 The forgiveness of sins,
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN 

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN

What I’m Waiting For
Matt Maher · Bryan Fowler · Dominique Jones

Amber Ward, Soloist

I’m waiting on a word only You can speak.
I’m waiting on a wind only You can bring.
Sounds like healing, freedom,
Resting, revelation.
I’m waiting on a word only You can speak.

So come on, Word and Spirit,
Come on, move the mountain.
Lead us through the desert.
Lead us to the fountain.
Springs of living water, leave me thirsty no more.
I know what I’m waiting for.
I know what I’m waiting for.

I’m waiting on a wave only You can bring.
I’m waiting on a move only You can make,
And it looks like Heaven pouring out,
Your Kingdom coming down.
I’m waiting on a wave only You can bring. Chorus

Your voice, Your voice,
Is cancelling out
The noise, the noise;
I’m drawn to the sound.

I know what I’m waiting for.
I know what I’m waiting for.
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THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

John 7:37-39
The passage can be found on page 893 of the pew Bible.

37On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and 
cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 
38Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his 
heart will flow rivers of living water.’ ” 39Now this he said about 
the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for 
as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet 
glorified.

SERMON

An Invitation to Discipleship | If Anyone Thirsts…
Rev. Dr. Jay Harvey
Rev. Dr. Harvey’s bio can be found on page 18 of the bulletin.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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leader
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leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING



13

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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HYMN

Jesus Paid It All
Alex Nifong · Dan Galbraith

I hear the Savior say, 
“Thy strength indeed is small.
Child of weakness, watch and pray, 
Find in Me thine all in all.”

Jesus paid it all, 
All to Him I owe;
Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow.
 
Lord, now indeed I find 
Thy pow’r and Thine alone,
Can change the leper’s spots 
And melt the heart of stone. Chorus
 
O Praise the One Who paid my debt
And raised this life up from the dead.
O Praise the One Who paid my debt
And raised this life up from the dead.

And when before the throne, 
I stand in Him complete,
“Jesus died my soul to save!” 
My lips shall still repeat. Chorus
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Jesus Paid It All (Reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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REV. DR. HARVEY’S BIO

Rev. Dr. Jay Harvey became Executive Director of Reformed 
Theological Seminary (RTS) NYC in 2018 and Assistant Profes-
sor of Pastoral Theology in 2019. He also serves as Scholar in 
Residence and Assistant Pastor at Exilic Presbyterian Church in 
Manhattan.

Jay was called to ministry from the business world. After 
graduating seminary in 2002, he served as an Assistant Pastor 
at Princeton Presbyterian Church in Princeton, NJ and the first 
Ministry Fellow for Christian Union (Princeton University). In 
2005, Jay was called as the Senior Pastor of the historic Evangeli-
cal Presbyterian Church of Newark, DE. He is a past moderator 
of Heritage Presbytery. Jay was an active member of the presby-
tery’s Reformed University Fellowship (RUF) committee when 
RUF established three new ministries in Delaware—RUF-Inter-
national at Univ. of Delaware, RUF at Delaware State University, 
and RUF and University of Delaware.

Jay is the author of the Song of Solomon study in the Knowing the 
Bible Series, a contributor to the book Don’t Call It a Comeback: 
The Old Faith for A New Day, ed. Kevin De Young, and author of 
numerous articles for Tabletalk Magazine and Reformation 21.

Jay and Melody have been married for 22 years and have four 
children. They love living in Manhattan, working with City to 
City and local churches to reach the City of New York, and serv-
ing the incredible students of RTS New York City.


