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PREPARATION

April 3, 2022 
The Fifth Sunday of Lent

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“The door is a universally evocative symbol. It is the way of 
access from one world to another and therefore also the way by 
which the reality of that world may be communicated to this…
It is the way—the narrow way—which leads to life, and which 
one may easily miss…Jesus is himself all that to which this 
image points.”

—Lesslie Newbigin

COLLECT OF THE DAY

We beseech you, almighty God, to look mercifully upon your 
people: that by your great goodness they may be governed 
and preserved evermore, both in body and soul; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Isaiah 43:16-21
psalm: Psalm 126
second reading: Philippians 3:4b-14
gospel: John 12:1-8
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 
Bernard of Clairvaux · Tr. Paul Gerhardt · Arr. J.S. Bach

O sacred Head, now wounded,
With grief and shame weighed down,
Now scornfully surrounded
With thorns, Thine only crown;
O sacred Head, what glory
What bliss ‘til now was Thine
Yet though despised and gory,
I joy to call Thee mine.

What Thou, my Lord, hast suffered,
Was all for sinners’ gain;
Mine, mine was the transgression,
But Thine the deadly pain.
Lo, here I fall, my Savior!
‘Tis I deserve Thy place;
Look on me with Thy favor,
Vouchsafe me to Thy grace.

What language shall I borrow
To thank Thee, dearest Friend,
For this Thy dying sorrow,
Thy pity without end?
O make me Thine forever,
And should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never
Outlive my love to Thee.
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Ezekiel 34

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

My sheep were scattered over all the face of the 
earth, with none to search or seek for them.

Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I myself will 
search for my sheep and will seek them out. 

I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I 
will make them lie down.

I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the 
strayed, 

I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the 
weak. 

I will feed them in justice.
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HYMN

The King of Love, My Shepherd Is
Jonathan Lindley · Adam Palmer · Stephanie Kulla

The King of Love my Shepherd is, 
Whose goodness faileth never.
I nothing lack if I am His 
And He is mine forever.
And He is mine forever!

Where streams of living water flow 
My ransomed soul He leadeth,
And where the verdant pastures grow 
With food celestial feedeth.

Never failing Ruler of my heart, 
Everlasting Lover of my soul,
On the mountain high or in the valley low,
The King of Love my Shepherd is!
The King of Love my Shepherd is!

Lost and foolish oft I strayed, 
But yet in love He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid 
And home rejoicing brought me.

In death’s dark veil I fear no ill 
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me.
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
Thy cross before to guide me. Chorus

Oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
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And so through all the length of days 
Thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing Your praise 
Within Your house forever.
Within Your house forever!

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed 
from your ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much 
the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended 
against your holy laws. We have left undone those things 
which we ought to have done; and we have done those things 
which we ought not to have done; and there is no health in 
us. O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare 
those, O God, who confess their faults. Restore those who are 
penitent; according to your promises declared unto us in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. And grant that we may hereafter live a godly, 
righteous, and sober life to the glory of your name. Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Revelation 7:17

For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 
and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes. 

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Beneath the Cross of Jesus
Elizabeth C. Clephane · Chris Miner

Beneath the cross of Jesus, I fain would take my stand.
The shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land,
A home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way,
From the burning of the noontide heat, and the burden of the 
day.

Upon the cross of Jesus, mine eyes at times can see
The very dying form of One Who suffered there for me.
And from my stricken heart, with tears, two wonders I confess:
The wonders of His glorious love and my unworthiness.

I take, O cross, thy shadow for my abiding place;
I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of His face.
Content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss;
My sinful self, my only shame; my glory, all the cross.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
The only Son of God, 
Eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
True God from true God, 
Begotten, not made, 
Of one Being with the Father. 
Through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
 He came down from heaven: 
 By the power of the Holy Spirit 
 He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was  
  made man. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 He suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day He rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
  dead, 
 And His kingdom will have no end
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 11:30 AM SERVICE

Eleanor Weldon Kremer
Daughter of John and Braylee Kremer

Baptismal Vows

1 Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood 
of Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?

2 Do you claim God’s covenant promises on her behalf, and do 
you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for Eleanor’s salva-
tion, as you do for your own?

3 Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and 
promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will 
endeavor to set before her a godly example, that you will 
pray with and for her, that you will teach her the truths of the 
Christian faith, and that you will strive, by all the means of 
God’s appointment, to bring Eleanor up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord?

Congregational Vow 

 Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of 
assisting John and Braylee in the Christian nurture of their 
child?
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  
All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 10 AM SERVICE
We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN

Shepherd
Cece Winans

Central Church Choir 

All our eyes on You, Lord.
All our hope in You, Lord.
All our trust in You, Lord.
All we want is You, Lord.

The Lord is our shepherd.
The Lord is our helper.
Oh-oh-oh Jesus lead us.
And show us the way to follow You.

My life is better,
And I like it better
When I am following You.
Oh-oh-oh! Chorus

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

John 10:1-15
The passage can be found on page 896 of the pew Bible.

1“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold 
by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and 
a robber. 2But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the 
sheep. 3To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, 
and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When 
he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the 
sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5A stranger they will 
not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the 
voice of strangers.” 6This figure of speech Jesus used with them, 
but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

7So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am 
the door of the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and 
robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the door. If 
anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and 
find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 11I am the 
good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does 
not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep 
and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13He 
flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 
14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 
me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I 
lay down my life for the sheep.
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SERMON

An Invitation to Discipleship | If Anyone Enters by 
Me...
Rev. Jason Harris

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN

What a Beautiful Name
Ben Fielding · Brooke Ligertwood

You were the Word at the beginning,
One with God the Lord Most High.
Your hidden glory in creation
Now revealed in You our Christ.

What a beautiful Name it is,
What a beautiful Name it is, the Name of Jesus Christ my King.
What a beautiful Name it is; nothing compares to this.
What a beautiful Name it is, the Name of Jesus.

You didn’t want Heaven without us,
So Jesus, You, brought Heaven down.
My sin was great, Your love was greater;
What could separate us now?

What a wonderful Name it is,
What a wonderful Name it is, 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King.
What a wonderful Name it is; nothing compares to this.
What a wonderful Name it is, the Name of Jesus.

Death could not hold You; the veil tore before You.
You silenced the boast of sin and grave.
The heavens are roaring the praise of Your glory,
For You are raised to life again.
You have no rival; You have no equal.
Now and forever, God You reign.
Yours is the Kingdom, Yours is the glory;
Yours is the Name, above all names.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

What a Beautiful Name (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!

What a powerful Name it is,
What a powerful Name it is, the Name of Jesus Christ my King.
What a powerful Name it is; nothing can stand against.
What a powerful Name it is, the Name of Jesus.


