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PREPARATION

May 8, 2022 
Fourth Sunday of Easter

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“Our common way of avoiding radical discipleship is to be 
selective: choosing those areas in which commitment suits us 
and staying away from those areas in which it will be costly. 
But because Jesus is Lord, we have no right to pick and choose 
the areas in which we will submit to his authority.”

—John Stott 

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you alone can order the unruly wills and 
passions of sinful men: Grant to your people that they may 
love what you command and desire what you promise, that so, 
among the many and varied changes of the world, our heart 
may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Acts 9:36-43
psalm: Psalm 23
second reading: Revelation 7:9-17
gospel: John 10:22-30
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Be Thou My Vision
Eleanor H. Hull · Tr. Mary E. Byrne · Traditional Irish · Arr. David Allen

Featuring Central Youth Orchestra
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Isaiah 55

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

Seek the Lord while he may be found;

Call upon him while he is near;

Let the wicked forsake his way,

And the unrighteous man his thoughts;

Let him return to the Lord, that he may have 
compassion on him,

And to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

Neither are your ways my ways, declares the 
Lord.

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
my ways higher than your ways

And my thoughts than your thoughts.
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HYMN

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
Joachim Neander · Catherine Winkworth · Christy Nockels · Arr. Seth Ward

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation!
O my soul praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near;
Praise Him in glad adoration!
 
Praise to the Lord, Who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth.
Shelters thee under His wings, yea so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been
Granted in what He ordaineth?
 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
 
Praise to the Lord, Who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee.
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,
If in His love He befriend thee. Chorus

Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen sound from His people again;
Gladly, for aye, we adore Him. Chorus
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, 
whose face is hidden from us by our sins, and whose mercy we 
forget in the blindness of our hearts: cleanse us from all our 
offenses, and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires, 
that with reverent and humble hearts we may draw near to you, 
confessing our faults, confiding in your grace, and finding in 
you our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

2 Corinthians 5:17

If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Take My Life and Let It Be
Frances Havergal · Chris Tomlin · Louis Giglio

Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee.
Take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of Thy love.
Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for Thee.
 
Take my voice and let me sing always, only for my King.
Take my lips and let them be filled with messages from Thee.
Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold.
Take my intellect and use ev’ry power as You choose.
 
Here am I, all of me. Take my life, it’s all for Thee.
 
Take my will and make it Thine, it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is Thine own, it shall be Thy royal throne.
Take my love, my Lord, I pour at Your feet its treasure store.
Take myself and I will be ever, only all for Thee. Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth;.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 The holy catholic Church,
 The communion of saints,
 The forgiveness of sins,
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front 
of the church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with 
their teachers where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an 
environment suited to their language and style. Alternatively, 
children are always welcome to remain in the sanctuary to 
worship alongside the adults for the duration of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For 
members and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you 
are able. We give because all we have has been graciously given 
to us by God. Our offerings express our joyful dependence upon 
God and our commitment to join God in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically.
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OFFERTORY HYMN

Risen
Shawna Edwards · Arr by Daniel Blomberg

Featuring Central Youth Choir

When darkness veiled the sky the day that Jesus died
In agony upon the bitter cross,
They took his body down and laid it in a tomb.
His friends believed that everything was lost,
But when the third day came the darkness turned to light,
For Mary heard her name and saw the living Christ.

Risen to set the captives free,
Risen to ransom you and me,
To bind up every broken heart, 
To conquer death and sin,
Risen to bring us home again.

And in that barren place the world forever changed,
For hope was born when Jesus rose that day.
And still his wounded hands reveal the love He has
For ev’ry fallen soul He came to save.
And He will come again and one by one we’ll rise
To praise His holy name and see the living Christ. Chorus 

Alleluia, He lives. Alleluia, He is. Chorus 
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THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

Matthew 28:16-20
The passage can be found on page 835 of the pew Bible.

16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to 
which Jesus had directed them. 17And when they saw him they 
worshiped him, but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to 
them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

SERMON

The Marks of a Disciple | Christlike
Rev. Jason Harris
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

All to Us  
Chris Tomlin · Jesse Reeves · Matt Redman · Matt Maher

Precious Cornerstone, sure Foundation, 
You are faithful to the end.
We are waiting on You, Jesus.  
We believe You’re all to us.
 
Let the glory of Your name be the passion of the Church.
Let the righteousness of God be a holy flame that burns.
Let the saving love of Christ be the measure of our lives.
We believe You’re all to us.
 
Only Son of God sent from Heaven, 
Hope and mercy at the cross.
You are everything, You’re the Promise.  
Jesus, You are all to us.  Chorus
 
You’re all to us, You’re all to us,
You’re all to us, yes, You are.

When this passing world is made new, 
We will see You face to face,
And forever we will worship.  
Jesus, You are all to us! Chorus
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
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POSTLUDE

All to Us   (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be sure to subscribe 
to stay up to date on everything happening at Central at 
centralchurchnyc.org/newsletters!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our journal Christ & 
Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or quarterly basis.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


